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Towns team up to study Rt. 60 tie-ups 

By Mick Zawislak 
Daily Herald 
February 4, 2005 

Virtually every driver trying to go east or west in the southern part of Lake County has been stopped in their tracks waiting for a freight train to cross Route 60. 
 
Delays can be so lengthy that Mundelein and Vernon Hills have been levying fines for the past three years against freight carriers for tying up traffic. Now, the neighboring communities are collaborating on what they hope will be a permanent solution. 
 
The villages are joining Lake County and the Illinois Department of Transportation to fund a study to determine the best way to separate trains from motor vehicles at the Canadian National Railroad crossing. 
 
Each party will be paying about $61,000 for the feasibility study of what is known as a grade separation - making Route 60 either an underpass or overpass at that point just west of Butterfield Road where the tracks cross Route 60. 
 
Besides being irritating, the delays have a domino effect on other roads, including Route 83. 
 
"Part of the problem down in that particular area is that's where the Canadian National and EJ&E (Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway) lines cross, so (trains) end up sitting there," said Mundelein Police Chief Ray Rose. 
 
To avoid blocking Route 60, trains sometimes stop short, creating a chain reaction on some of the other eight railroad crossings in the village, particularly Allanson Road. Since late 2002, Mundelein has levied nearly $121,000 in fines against the Canadian National and Wisconsin Central railroads. 
 
As bad as those delays are, the bigger problem is the volume of traffic. About 37,000 vehicles per day use the stretch of Route 60 east of Route 83 approaching Butterfield, according to IDOT. 
 
"Ten years from now, it will be much worse than it is today," said Mundelein Village Administrator Ken Marabella. Estimates will be part of the study, but growth to the north and west will continue to fuel traffic increases. 
 
Railroad freight traffic is expected to increase 4 percent a year, and the pending expansion of Metra's North Central commuter rail service will increase the number of trains from 10 to 22 trains daily. 
 
Motorists will feel more immediate pain on that line as three crossings through Vernon Hills will be closed for the North Central expansion: Route 45 (April 11-22); Route 60 (May 3-16); and, Butterfield Road (June 1-22). 
 
The feasibility study will take about a year to complete. Lake County will be the lead agency and will be hiring the consultant for the work. Vernon Hills and Mundelein have approved the agreement and the county is expected to do so Tuesday. 
The project is among those that would be built with funding through a proposed increase in county sales tax, which will be decided by voters April 5. The estimated cost of the Route 60 grade separation is $36.2 million.


