James T. Wilson

1119 Thackery Lane

Naperville, IL 60564

630-240-1809

jamestwilson27@aol.com
January 31, 2008

The Honorable Vernon A. Williams

Secretary, Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re:  STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Mr. Williams,

I would like to present you with my views on the proposed purchase of the Elgin, Joliet, and Eastern Railway by the Canadian National.  I am in favor of the transaction as it will improve rail flows in the Chicago region in a much more rapid fashion than the CREATE project will allow at a smaller investment.  While there is a impact to the communities on the EJ&E corridor, I believe they can be mitigated by all parties between CN, Federal Government, State of Illinois, and the local municipalities and counties along the line.  I do not believe CN bears the entire cost of the mitigation but must be shared as in all formulas previously established by law.

I am in favor of the transaction with the following conditions to be considered and ruled upon by the STB:

1. CN must update all hazardous material emergency response training for rail incidents along the EJ&E corridor.

2. An assessment of the readiness of the region to handle railroad service interruption incidents should be conducted between the CN and a representative group to determine the needs for proper response vehicles, staging areas, personnel, and railroad access with a plan to finance the project between the CN and appropriate agencies.

3. CN and Regional Transit Agency for the Chicago region should negotiate and have an agreement in place for the rail commuter agency Metra to have right of way or actual joint rail access along the corridor to provide much needed commuter service to help reduce highway congestion and pollution.

4. CN and regional authorities along with the Federal Railroad Administration should establish a corridor wide whistle ban for a quiet zone and finance the needed construction of signal systems and approaches to crossings to qualify the line as a quiet zone.  This will reduce noise pollution and improve safety at grade crossings.  As many crossings as possible should be eliminated through outright closing or under/over pass as appropriate for safety equipment and emergency vehicle movement in selected areas.

5. To reduce air pollution and noise pollution, I would propose that CN and the other railroads with trackage rights on the line operate only locomotives that are compliant with new EPA diesel locomotive rules or hybrid locomotives as appropriate for train operations over the line.  

6. I believe it is the duty of the STB to notify the cities along the line that the railroads do have a right to conduct interstate commerce safely over these lines and that the railroad has had this right for well over 100 years.  The residents along the EJ&E line now have 18 trains per day and know the impact of the train operations and know Metra has the proposed Star Line project which would increase train volume over the line.  Where I live in Naperville expensive new residential projects have gone in along the right of way of the BNSF where 170 trains operate per day and they do not complain nor want to lose their access to this commuter line.  The same will happen with the EJ&E line when Metra service is available.

I believe these mitigation ideas are practical, realistic, and belong to the identified agencies and companies to mitigate, finance, and provide solutions to allow this transaction proceed.  

Yours truly,

James T. Wilson

