
<ttongress of tbe mlniteb ~tates 
1!,ouse of ll\epresentatibes 
U:a£,l)ington, !Dctr: 20515- 2402 

The Honorable Patrick J. Fuchs 
Chai1man 
Surface Transpo1tation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Dear Chai1man Fuchs: 

December 11 , 2025 

As Members of Congress, we are writing to express our growing interest in the proposed merger 
between Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern railroads. 

We recognize that freight rail is vital to our states and the country' s economy, as it safely transp01ts 
goods that drive our industries, supp01t our fa1mers, and connect our communities to markets across 
the nation and around the world. Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern have long been essential 
transpo1tation pa11ners, linking people and strengthening communities, and creating a stronger, more 
competitive Ame1ica by providing efficient, reliable, and cost-effective service to businesses large and 
small. At the same time, we recognize that any large-scale rail merger must be carefully reviewed to 
prevent service disruptions, protect workers, and enhance competition for shippers and communities. 

In our detailed discussions with Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern, we have learned that the 
proposed merger could offer a unique opportunity to strengthen the newly combined company' s 
current rail network and deliver tangible benefits for shippers, consumers, and communities. 
Additionally, Union Pacific has made clear its commitment to continue improving safety, enhancing 
service, protecting workers, and investing in our communities. As this merger continues through the 
federal regulatory process, we will continue listening to those most impacted, asking meaningful 
questions, and will stand ready to assist in finding workable solutions that can lead us all to a more 
efficient, reliable, and competitive transp01tation network for our country. 

As the Surface Transp01tation Board reviews the proposed merger, we ask that it not only consider 
the tangible impact the merger could have on the economy and transpottation network, but also the 
intangible impact it could have on communities and people ' s lives across the country. With the 
commitments proposed to enhance safety, strengthen service for customers, and protect vital jobs, 
the newly combined company is taking accountability for the outcome of this potentially historic 
merger, which, if executed correctly, could enhance freight transpottation options nationwide. As 
the Board reviews this matter, we encourage it to ensure that any approval includes transparency 
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and clear accountability to protect workers, shippers, and local communities. Additionally, we hope 
the Board will ensure the proposed merger serves the public interest. We are hopeful, cautious, and 
open-minded about what this proposed merger means for the country. 

Bennie G. Thompson 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

Cleo Fields 
Member of Congress 

2f3r 
Troy A. Cm1er, Sr. 
Member of Congress 
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