, February 3, 2008

51812 020308, Root. PeT2. (0423, O. M

Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street, SW S,
Washington, DC 20423 [

Attn: Phillis Johnson-Ball [

Re: Sale of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad Tracks o

Thank you so much for attending the meeting at the Holiday Inn in Matteson,
I1. to listen to the many concerns of the people in our area in regards to the
impending sale of the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railroad Tracks to the Canadian
National Railway. It was so good to have you there,

We are residents of Frankfort, I1. and have lived here for nine years. We live
next to the railroad tracks and at a crossing. We bought our historic farmhouse
knowing that there were railroad tracks next to our house. We now have about 6-8
trains a day and that is fine. We never anticipated that the tracks would be sold and
that the number of trains would increase. With this sale there would be an increase
to 20 -30 trains a day or more. How can this happen and not have a major impact
on our town and the environment. We have many historical trees on our property
and I’m sure there are more thru out our town. What will the extra pollution do to
these trees that we have spent thous\ands of dollars on trying to preserve and save?
We have been told that a tree right at the end of our property next to the tracks,
could only have been brought into this area by tree peddlers in the late 1800's. We
have saved it from the power company trimmings and we hope to save it from the
extra pollution that might occur with this sale.

When we moved to Frankfort, we moved here for the quaint town that it is.
So many people have worked so hard to preserve this town and its history. We
have just started to grow with new homes being built, young families moving in,
new schools being built, new businesses and malls are finally coming to the south
suburbs. What is going to happen to our community with this sale? With more
trains, longer trains with bigger engines there will. be more delays for cars,
emergency vehicles and school buses. ‘This sale will not, in any way, be a benefit
to our area. This will be a disaster to our area instead. We have sat in our home and
watched as the fire trucks and ambulances have had to wait until a train has passed.
I would not want to be on the other side of the tracks waiting for these vehicles.



Who is going to want to move to our community with all the train traffic
that we will have? We will be spending a lot of time waiting for trains to pass at
the crossings in our town. Sometimes we have to cross the tracks twice to reach our
destination. What is our property going to be worth for all of us that live close to
and next to the tracks, if this sale goes thru? Our home is our retirement. Who is
going to want to buy our home with all of the anticipated trains that will be passing
by on the hour. Sometimes we have not been able to get into our own driveway
because of the traffic backup with just the few trains we have now. As I'm writing
this letter, there has been a train Just sitting next to our home now for about an hour
with the engine running. We have had trains parked next to our home for as long
as 24 hours or more with the engine running. Will this increase with this sale?

Another major concern is what the trains will be carrying. We understand
that there will be an increase of about 350% in hazardous waste that will be carried
next to our homes and thru our town along with many other towns aiong the tracks.
I talked with one gentlemen as I went from home to home with a petition, that used
to work for the railroad, and he said that they used to just pull the plug on the toxic
waste cars and let it go as the trains traveled along the tracks. Do we have to be
concerned about this?

I am enclosing the petition that I asked people to sign, as I walked thru our
neighborhood, if they were opposed to this sale. So many people have so many
concerns. The train traffic, what they will be carrying and the safety concerns for
local traffic are just a few of the things that people are very worried about. [ talked
with several people that have lived here for 30 -40 - 50 years and the changes that
they have seen have been numerous. They truly remember the good old days. They
remember a small quaint town. They are extremely concerned about this sale.

PLEASE help us in any way that you can. We understand that this is a big
company and we are just a small town but we hope that we can make a big
difference and keep the quaint little town that we now have and that so many people
have moved here for.

Very Truly Yours:
Mike and Sharon Root
324 Center Rd.
Frankfort, I1. 60423
torchlakeO@comcast.net
cc: Mayor Jim Holland

Jerry Ducay

Senator Dick Durbin

Senator Renee Kosel



WE THE UNDERSIGNED ARE OPPOSED TO THE SALE OF THE
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BECAUSE OF THE INCREASE IN TRAIN TRAFFIC THAT

IT WILL CAUSE.
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