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ROBERT D. WEBB
20755 N. PLUM PL.
BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS 60010

January 24, 2008

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423
Attention: Phillis Johnson-Ball
Environmental Filing
STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,
We live within 1.25 miles of the Ela Road and Cuba Road EJ&E crossings. When we moved here over
twenty eight years ago, one consideration was that the EJ&E was little used and it did not appear to
represent current or future negative impacts. Over the years much has changed. Some examples are:

* The entire Lake Zurich and Barrington area has grown to the point of traffic gridlock on roads
including Ela, Rand, Route 59 and Route 14; rush hour backups of up to a mile are common.

* Property adjacent to the EJ&E that was once farmland is now residential or ecologically sensitive
(Cuba Marsh for example).

An increase in rail traffic to at least twenty or more trains per day would likely:

e Exacerbate the existing traffic gridlock, blocking as many as four grade level crossings
simultaneously with 7,500 to 10,000 foot long trains.

* Impede the ability of medical, fire and safety responders to be timely.

* Negatively impact property values for owners, notably residential, along and near the EJ&E right
of way.

All of the foregoing would result in increased financial costs to all residents and businesses in the area.

The proposed Canadian Naiional Railroad acquisition of the EJ&E does not solve the existing rail
congestion in the Chicago area; it moves the congestion to a different area at a direct cost to communities

Sincerely,
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Robert D. Webb




