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LANSING 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

VIA ELECTRONIC E-FILING 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown, Chief 
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Dear Ms. Brown: 

February 8, 2019 

DANIEL EICHINGER 
DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: Docket No. AB-308 (Sub-No. 4x), Central Michigan Railway Company-
Abandonment Exemption - in Kent County, Ml 

This request is filed jointly on behalf of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) and the City of Grand Rapids (GR). The DNR requests to terminate trail use, 
and GR requests to become the trail user. 

To become the trail user, GR is willing to assume full responsibility for management of, 
for any legal liability arising out of the transfer or use of, and for the payment of any and 
all taxes that may be levied or assessed against the right-of-way. 

GR acknowledges that use of the right-of-way is subject to continuing to meet its 
responsibilities described above and subject to possible future reconstruction and 
reactivation of the right-of-way for rail service. 

Attached is the extant NITU, and a joint DNR/Central Michigan Railway Company letter 
indicating that a trail use agreement was successfully reached, excluding a portion of 
the trackage approximately 3,327 feet in length and described as that part of Segment A 
that is south of the point of intersection of the west line of Monroe Street with the center 
line of the existing rail corridor and continuing to the end of the track at a point 
immediately north of Michigan Street/Bridge Street.. 

Responsibility for the right-of-way is to transfer to GR on February 22, 2019. 

By our signatures below, we certify service upon Central Michigan Railway Company, 
c/o William A. Mullins, Baker & Miller, PLLC, 2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 
300, Washington, DC 20037, by US Mail, postage pre-paid, first class, this 8th day of 
February, 2019. 
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Should you require further information regarding this request, please contact Mr. Roger 
Storm, Trailway Acquisition Specialist at 517-284-5968, or by writing to P.O. Box 30448, 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7948. 

/J,incerely, 

( !f) (A J\_,/ 
Paul Yau , State Trails Coordinator 
Departmefnt of Natural Resources 
Parks ajd Recreation Division 
517-28,-6141 

Enclosure(s) 

ntv-=-
Mark Washington, City Manager 
City of Grand Rapids 
616-456-3166 

cc: Mr. William A. Mullins, Baker & Miller, PLLC 
Mr. William F. Bartlett, Straits Corporation 
Mr. Mark Hoffman, Chief Administration Officer, DNR 
Mr. William Moritz, Natural Resources Deputy, DNR 
Mr. Trevor VanDyke, Director, Legislative & Legal Affairs Office, DNR 
Mr. Roger Storm, Trailway Acquisition Specialist, DNR 
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SERVICE DATE-LATE RELEASE APRIL 30, 2009 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DECISION AND NOTICE OF INTERIM TRAIL USE OR ABANDONMENT 

STB Docket No. AB-308 (Sub-No. 4X) 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN RAILWAY COMPANY-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-IN 
KENT COUNTY, Ml 

Decided: April 30, 2009 

Central Michigan Railway Company (CMR Y} filed a verified notice of exemption under 
49 CFR 1152 Subpart F-Exempt Abandonments to abandon an approximately 1.75-mile line of 
railroad, consisting of the following three interconnected segmehts; (l) a line (segment A) 
extending from milepost 157.96 (al the switch connection with the east-west aligned tracks of the 
Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc. (MMR) near the intersection of Taylor Avenue and Quimby Street) 
through valuation map marker 9+87.2 (the location of the south wye, or Press Track, switch 
adjacent to Monroe Avenue) and continuing to the end of the track at a point immediately north 
of Michigan Street/Bridge Street; (2) a lil)e (segment B) extending from valuation map marker 
3+00 (at a switch connection with a line of MMR immediately at the east end of the MMR 
bridge spanning the Grand River) to a connection with segment A at valuation map marker 
9+87 .2 (at the south wye switch); and (3) a line (segment C) extending from valuation map 
marker 0+00 (at a point of connection with the east-west aligned MMR line immediately to the 
east of the MMR line's bridge spanning the Grand River) due northward to valuation map 
marker I I+ 15.0 (approximately 250 feet south of Ann Street), in Grand Rapids, Kent County, 
MI. The exemption Is scheduled to become effective on May J, 2009. 

On April I 7, 2009, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) filed a 
request for issuance of a notice of interim trail use (NITU) under the National Trails System Act, 
16 U.S.C. 1247(d) (Trails Act), and 49 CFR 1152.29, to enable it to negotiate with CMRY for 
interim trail use. MDNR has submitted a statement of willingness to assume full financial 
responsibility for the management of, for any legal liability arising out of the transfer or use of 
(unless the user is immune from liability, in which case it need only indemnify the railroad 
against any potential liability), and for payment of any and all taxes that may be levied or 
assessed against, the right-of-way, as required at 49 CFR 1152.29, and acknowledged that the 
use of the right-of-way for trail purposes is subject to future reactivation for rail service. By 
filing dated April 28, 2009, CMR Y states that it is willing to negotiate for trail use, 

Because MDNR's request complies with the requirements of 49 CFR 1152.29 and 
CMR Y is willing to negotiate for trail use, a NITU will be issued. The parties may negotiate an 
agreement during the 180-day period prescribed below. lfthe parties reach a mutually 
acceptable final agreement, no further Board action is necessary. lfno agreement is reached 
within 180 days, CMRY may fully abandon the line subject to any outstanding conditions. See 
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49 CFR I I 52.29(d)(I). Use of the right-of-way for trail purposes is subject to restoration for 
railroad purposes. See 49 CFR I 152.29(d)(2). 

The Board's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) served an environmental 
assessment (EA) in this proceeding on April 6, 2009. In the EA, SEA notes that CMRY served 
its historic report on the Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), pursuant to 
49 CFR 1105.S(c), but that SEA has not heard from the SHPO. SEA, therefore, was not able to 
consider the SHPO's opinion before determining if the rail line may be potentially eligible for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places (National Register). Accordingly, SEA 
initially recommended a condition that CMRY: (I) be required to retain its interest in and take 
no steps to alter the historic integrity of all sites, buildings, and structures within the project 
right-of-way that nre eligible for listing or listed in the National Register (generally, 50 years or 
older) until the section I 06 process of the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. 470f, 
has been completed; (2) report back to SEA regarding any consultations with the SHPO and any 
other section I 06 consulting parties; and (3) not be allowed to file its consummation notice or 
initiate any salvage activities related to abandonment (including removal of tracks and ties) until 
the section I 06 process has been completed and the Board has removed this condition. 

Comments to the EA were due by April 20, 2009. On April 8, 2009, CMRY submitted a 
letter from the SHPO dated March 24, 2009, in which the SHPO states that no historic properties 
will be affected by the proposed abandonment. Based on the information provided by the SHPO, 
SEA now recommends that no section 106 condition be imposed. Accordingly, no conditions 
will be imposed. 

This decision will not significantly affect either the quality of the human environment or 
the conservation of energy resources. 

It is ordered: 

I. This proceeding is reopened. 

2. MDNR's request for issuance ofa NITU is granted. 

3. If an interim trail use/rail banking agreement is reached, it must require the trail user 
to assume, for the term of the agreement, full responsibility for management of, for any legal 
liability arising out of the transfer or use of(unless the user is immune from liability, in which 
case it need only indemnify the railroad against any potential liability), and for the payment of 
any and all taxes that may be levied or assessed against, the right-of-way. 

4. Interim trail use/rail banking is subject to the future restoration of rail service and to 
the user's continuing to meet the financial obligations for the right-of-way. 

5. lfinterim trail use is implemented, and subsequently the user intends to terminate trail 
use, it must send the Board a copy of this decision and notice and request that it be vacated on a 
specified date. 
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6. !fan agreement for interim trail use/rail banking is reached by October 27, 2009, 
interim trail use may be implemented. lfno agreement is reached by that time, CMRY may fully 
abandon the line. 

7. This decision is effective on its service date. 

By the Board, Rachel D. Campbell, Director, Office of Proceedings. 
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Anne K. Quinlan 
Acting Secretary 



SrAl'~OPMICIIIOAN ,..~(@ 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES I)\ V 0~ 

LAN~INO ~-? 
RICK SNYDE:R 

GOViRNOR 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown, Chief 
Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E. Street. S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

([" RODNEY A STOKES 
DIRECTOR 

September 20, 2011 

0111a.6~ 

OCT S 2011 
ferlol 

PUlllloAaom<l 

SUBJECT: Docket No. AB-308 (Sub-No. 4X), Central Michigan Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - In Kent County, Ml 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Central Michigan Railway 
Company have successfully completed negotiations on a trail use agreement in Kent 
County, Michigan, pursuant to the Notice of Interim Trail Use, the National Trails 
System Act. 16 U.S.C. §1247(d), and applicable regulations at 49 CFR §1152.29 on a 
portion of the trackage that was described In the original decision dated April 30, 2009. 

The completed negotiations do not inclucfe that portion of the trackage approximately 
3,327 feet In length and described as that part of Segment A that ls south of the point of 
Intersection of the west line of Monroe Street with the center line of the existing rail 
corridor and continuing to the end of the track at a point Immediately north of Michigan 
Street/Bridge Street. 

Should you require further information, please contact Mr. Roger Storm, DNR Trallway 
Acquisition Specialist, at 517-335-3258; or DNR. P.O. Box 30445, Lansing, Michigan 
48909-7948; or you may contact me. 

Sincerely, 

-:::j?,1w1-?'\('"1.t~t,t~v{--. 
James Radabaugh, State Trails l)dinator 
Forest Management Division 
517-373-1276 

cc: Mr. WIiiiam A. Mullins, Baker & Miller, PLLC 
Mr. William F. Bartlett, Straits Corporation 
Ms. Sharon Schafer, DNR 
Mr. Roger Storm, DNR 
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