EI-24035

May 19, 2016

Dave Navecky
Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington DC 20423-0001
DOCKET NU. FD-35952

Dear Mr. Navecky:

Please note that even thinking about letting this railroad to be built on our beautiful and
bountiful farm land in lllinois wound be a travesty. We do not need another railroad and certainly
not a 15,000 acre railroad yard! We had to fight against a garbage dump, then an airport, then the
Illiana tollway, now this!!! How much can a person take?

I have enclosed some pictures for you, if can see it in your heart to look at them. These
pictures are all taken from my sun room window or on my porch. Our migrating birds, our numerous
wild animals, our beautiful sunsets, our wonderful farming community...... would all be gone for
what?

Why does the government get to decide to ruin our paradise? Polution, toxic spills, noise,
congestion, dead animals on the train tracks.....it’s a grim picture.

Please make the right decision.

Qnummbo‘“g

Laura Conversa-Wail
10712 E 10000 N Road
Grant Park, {llinois 60940
(815) 592-7357
Jconversaliiaol.com

incerely,
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OPPOSITION, OBJECTION, AND CALL FOR ACTION AGAINST THE GREAT LAKES
BASIN TRANSPORTATION, INC. RAILROAD DOCKET NO. FD 35952 To: The Surface
Transportation Board (“STB”): As a resident and/or landowner in lllinois, |, the
undersigned, oppose and object to the construction of the rail line proposed by
Great Lakes Basin Transportation Inc. (“GLBT”).** | urge and request the STB
pursue the “no-action alternative” of denying the petition or application of GLBT
due to the negative environmental, s_a_hﬂ, so_cial, and economic impact the rail
line would have on me and all citizens that own property and/or reside near the
proposed path of the rail line. The claimed (but unproven and unspecified)
efficiencies possibly gained from the rail line are far outweighed by the loss of
prime farmland, impact on the safety of local residents, and significant changes to
the local environment and landscape. | request and call upon the STB to ensure
the scope of the Environmental Impact Study (“EIS”) associated with the project
be as broad and stringent as possible, and include investigation of and weighing
the relative impact of the proposed rail line’s claimed economic efficiencies
against the enormous tangible and intangible costs that would be imposed on
residents and owners of property that fall on or near the path of the rail line. |
further request and call up on the STB to deny any exemption from GLBT filing a
formal application to ensure additional public comment is allowed prior to any
approval of rail line construction. **The railway project as proposed by GLBT,
recognized as Docket No. FD 35952, consisting of a rail line of approximately 278
miles in length, from La Porte, Indiana, through the State of Illinois to a pointin
the Town of Lima in Rock County, Wisconsin.
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