
CAMPBELL COUNTY, TENNESSEE 
Mayor E.L. Morton 

OFFICE: 423-562-2526 570 Main Street, P.O. Box 435 
FAX: 423-562-2075 JACKSBORO, TENNESSEE 37757 

The Honorable Ann D. Begeman 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

The Honorable Martin J. Oberman 
Vice Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

June 23, 2020 

The Honorable Patrick J. Fuchs 
Member 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: Docket No. AB 1296X, R. J. Corman Railroad Property, LLC - Abandonment Exemption - in 
Scott, Campbell, and Anderson Counties, Tennessee 

Dear Chairman Begeman, Vice Chairman Oberman, and Commissioner Fuchs: 

As Mayor of Campbell County, Tennessee, I want to provide my full support to this effort that 
can create tremendous value within my county. Our county has developed into a growing 
tourism economy over the past twenty years with scenic lakes, trails, mountains, waterfalls and 
wildlife, including a restored herd of elk, not seen for 150 years. An excursion railway, well 
managed and maintained, will compliment a wide array of tourism offerings with a unique and 
valued attraction with outstanding heritage and conservation value. 

Our offerings include 34,000 acres of recreational waters, 800 miles of shoreline, 800 miles of 
multi-use trails, twelve marinas, 4 state parks and one county park. Our accommodation 
options are many, including traditional hotels, but also 750 floating rental homes, 1200 short 
term, lake-front vacation rental homes and 750 floating homes and over 500 quality camp sites. 

Our economy has grown from $48M in receipts ten years ago to now approaching $60M. A 
successful excursion railroad will add real value and depth to a growing economy and the 
people of our county. I urge your approval. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on June 23, 2020, I served the foregoing Letter of Support using the 
below email addresses on all parties of record in this proceeding:  

Daniel A. LaKemper, Esq.  
General Counsel  
Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad Co.  
P.O. Box 185 Morton, IL 61550  
Email: lakemper@mtco.com  
 
Robert Weber  
Chairman 
Cumberland Trails Conference  
409 Thurman Ave #102  
Crossville, TN 38555  
Email: weber9985@att.net  
 
Mark Bevelhimer  
President  
Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning 
 P.O. Box 6873  
Oak Ridge, TN 37830  
Email: bigelowt2@mindspring.com  
 
Christopher J. Schroeck  
Counsel for National Coal, LLC  
302 S. Jefferson St.  
Roanoke, VA 24011  
Email: chris.schroeck@bluestone-coal.com  
 
Catherine S. Wright 
110 North Main Street  
Nicholasville, KY 40356 
Email: cwright@irvinrigsby.com 
 
Chuck Laine 
Tennessee Mining Association 
12227 S. Fox Den Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37934 
info@tnmining.com 
 



 
 
 
 
Terry Frank 
Anderson County Mayor 
100 North Main Street, Suite 208 
Clinton, Tn 37716 
tfrank@andersontn.org 
 
THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C. 
THOMAS F. McFARLAND 
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1666  
Chicago, IL 60604-1228 
mcfarland@aol.com 
 
        /s/ E.L. Morton 
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