








January 28, 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to voice my concerns of the proposed acquisition of the EJ & E Railroad by the CN Railroad (STB Finance Docket No. 35807).  There are several concerns I have about this acquisition as a member of the Barrington community.

First of all, my children attend St. Anne’s School in downtown Barrington.  With the proposed increase from 3 – 5 trains on the EJ & E tracks today to the proposed 20 trains per day, there is the increase of delays in the downtown area.  This will add to the congestion of cars in the downtown area and endanger the safety of my children around their school area, especially in the morning during an already busy morning rush hour time.
Another concern is the increase in noise the additional 15 trains will contribute to the community.  With my children’s school being within 200 feet of the EJ & E Railroad, the increase in noise will be a distraction in their learning environment.  In addition, some of the proposed freight to be carried on these trains is chemicals and petrochemicals.  The pollution from these freight cars could potentially be harmful to my children.  In addition, these chemicals or petrochemicals would be extremely risky to my children if there was ever an accident with these trains in the downtown area close to their school.  
Lastly, by adding the additional 15 trains that will take 4 – 6 minutes to travel through the downtown Barrington area, this will add 1 hour to 1 ½ hours of delays and the increase in time to clear these areas.  This will backup traffic and cause delays for emergency vehicles.  This would cause fire trucks to not be able to get to fires in a timely manner.  In addition, ambulances would be delayed from reaching injured people and getting people to Good Shepherd Hospital in order to receive the emergency care that they require.

Sincerely,

Lisa M. Koehler

144 Hillcrest Court

Barrington, IL  60010

847-382-3882

