To: Andrea Pool
Surface Transportation Board
c/o VHB
Environmental Filing docket
NO: FD 36652

Dear Andrea Poole, 
	It is my sincere hope that the comments from the community of Eagle Pass, TX are not being submitted in vain. I also hope that this process is not a mere formality before a decision is levied in favor of this project. The citizens of Eagle Pass, TX are often overlooked in the decision-making process when it comes to large projects. My hope is that the STB will not recommend that this project move forward and keep the best interests of the community in mind when making the decision. This a project that will affect this community negatively for the rest of our lives. 
Let me start off by saying the residents of the BASS subdivision are staunchly against this project. Trains can be loud and cause vibrations that can be felt in nearby homes. This could lead to disturbances, especially during the night, and will affect the quality of life for those living nearby. In addition, railroads pose safety risks, especially if hazardous materials are transported which can have grave consequences if something were to happen to the fresh water supply of the area and the entire State of Texas as the proposed route traverses the Rio Grande River. 
Construction and operation of a railroad can have environmental impacts, including noise pollution, air pollution, and potential impacts on local wildlife. Just the other day trains collided and derailed and less than a year an ago in East Palestine, OH an environmental disaster occurred when trains derailed spilling hazardous chemicals into the water supply and into the air. What assurances can Puerto Verde give that a train derailment will never happen? The proposed area for the construction railway and bridge is in a flood plain and the areas in Mexico are abandoned coal mines where the land is inherently unstable. The land that was selected for this project increases the risks of something going wrong. 
Moreover, this proposed project will cause large disruptions to the residents of Eagle Pass. The proposed project cuts right through one of the busiest boulevards in the city. This project will cause traffic congestion during and after construction leading to increased travel times for all travelers permanently. The construction and operation of a railroad will disrupt the local community, including changes to landscapes and community character. The presence of a railroad could potentially decrease property values due to the associated noise, vibration, and visual impact. The citizens of Eagle Pass, TX do not want an overpass in an area that is heavily congested. In addition, this project will not be completed overnight and will severely impact the community while its under construction for years, 
Another concern is the economic impact on our city with the addition of a private railway and bridge. Reduced revenue will severely impact the lives of all citizens by taking tax revenue out of the city’s coffers which rely on this revenue to provide the basic services and emergency services that the city needs to operate. Our community has already been impacted negatively by the global pandemic and the constant flow of undocumented immigrants crossing the river through the proposed route for this project over the past three years. The overall frustration from the community is that we are constantly disregarded in large decisions that affect us all. 
In closing, I propose that Puerto Verde find a new route for their bridge and railway. Through a lot of hard work and sacrifice from the residents of Bass subdivision and other affected communities we were able to purchase a home to raise our families. We do not want our quiet and safe neighborhood to become an industrial zone. Please do not recommend that this project go forward. 
Sincerely,
Luis E. Mendoza Jr. 
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