December 15, 2014
To:	Dave Navecky
	Surface Transportation Board
	395 E Street, SW, Washington, D.C. 20423-0001
From:  David and Margaret Wilson
	4070 Savannahs Trail
	Merritt Island, FL  32953
Re:	Environmental Filing, Docket No. FD 35852

As residents of the Savannahs community on Hall Road near KARS Park, we are writing to express our opposition to the proposed rail extension.  We know that you have received detailed communication from other members of our community regarding their concerns and objections to this proposed transportation project. We will not repeat this information.  However, we would like to state that our objections to extending the rail system focus on the negative environmental impact to the land and waterways involved in this project. 
Negative environmental impact:  The Indian River Lagoon, Banana River, and protected wetlands in the Hall Road area are precious areas that should not be sacrificed for commercial purposes.  Why should these areas, the sea grasses, and sea life—including the endangered manatees- be sacrificed? We do not believe that the construction for this project, both in the water and on the land, can be done without negatively impacting the marine life and environment. We also believe it would take years for these areas to recover from the dredging, hauling, and deforestation required to build this rail extention.
Commercial Interests:  There are other ports in Florida that are available for cargo.  We support the continued use of these ports and the overland transporting of cargo via trucks instead of the proposed rail system. We do not believe the impact of increased diesel fuel on the environment outweighs the environmental disruptions and loss of quality of sea life that would be caused if this rail extension proposal were approved.
If we look across our country, we can find far too many examples of rivers, lakes, oceans, land areas, sea life and wildlife that have been destroyed in the name of “progress.”  Commercial or private interests win out, the concerns of the citizens are ignored, and yet another highway, railroad, or building is constructed.  
We sincerely ask that this not be the result in the Port Canaveral Space Coast area.  We ask that this transportation proposal be rejected.  
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