We are writing to voice concerns over the proposed increase in train traffic through our neighborhood.  We live in Heritage Lakes Subdivision in Plainfield Township.  There are two crossings within blocks of our subdivision; one crosses our North-South thoroughfare on Gaylord and the other crosses our East-West thoroughfare along Division Street.   Thus, when a train crosses, you can’t go North-South or East-West by our house, till it’s done.  We understand once CN takes over these EJ&E tracks, we can expect more than double the amount, or 43 trains instead of the current 18 trains to pass per day.   
During the ten years we have resided in our current location, the issue of train length has arisen.    EJ&E personnel have told us that as long as a train stays moving, it can pull an infinite amount of cars.   Catching one of these 18 “long” trains can at times be unbearable.  We can only imagine what a chance at 43 “long” trains would be like.
Our children are young and we traveling several times throughout the day to school, to appointments, for supplies, etc.  If we have to wait for 43 trains to pass by instead of the current 18, we fear we will never arrive anywhere.   School bus routes and their timely arrival should also be affected.   Then if we are in need of emergent fire, police or medical service and they have to wait for over 40 trains of infinite length to pass by…  What will we do if they do not reach us in time?
It is rumored that Canadian National hauls various chemical.  What type of protection will our neighborhood and the houses bordering the tracks have from accidents/spills by the railroad?      
Other issues come to mind, though space is limited in this correspondence.  The condition of the crossings themselves, especially the tracks over Division Street, which are already in poor shape and can only, get worse.  Additional trains will contribute considerable noise to the community.  Not to mention the traffic gridlock in the neighborhood approaching the stop signs and intersections which occurs with our current train schedule.
In closing, we have serious concerns about how this purchase will affect our neighborhood, our safety and our daily lives.  We hope that you will take these into consideration over the next few months as this potential purchase unfolds.
 

Laurie and Ken Pesavento
Heritage Lakes Subdivision
Gaylord and Division Streets
