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]_m FD 35852: Proposed Rail Construction - Inquiry Regarding

E="=" Government-to-Government and Section 106 Consultations
David Navecky fo: myoung 05/22/2015 12:50 PM
From: David Navecky/STB

Ta: myoung@pci-nsn.gov
Good afternoon, Megan -

Thank you so much for your prompt call back and for forwarding my voice mail message to the
Tribal Attorney General and Tribal Historic Preservation Office.

Attached are the original letters of inquiry sent out in October 2014 regarding the railroad
construction project proposed by the Canaveral Port Authority in Brevard County, Florida. I
have also attached a copy of the presentation that was given to interested parties during the
project scoping process in November 2014 and my agency's Notice of Intent to prepare the
environmental impact statement.

The questions I have are:

1. Is the Tribe interested in being routinely updated about the project on a
government-to-government basis or under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act?
2. If yes, who are my contacts and what are their preferred methods of communication (e.g.,
mail, email, phone calls)?

As a very brief update on the project since the October 2014 letters, in the next month or two, we
expect to finalize the alternatives that will be studied in detail for the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) being prepared under the National Environmental Policy Act. We will then
begin collecting the data and conducting the necessary field studies (including archaeological
surveys) that will enable us to begin preparing the Draft EIS.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Have a great weekend.

Thanks,

Dave

Dave Navecky

Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW

Washington, DC 20423
202-245-0294

www.stb.dot.gov
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

October 27, 2014
Buford Rolin, Tribal Chairman
Poarch Band of Creek Indians
5811 Jack Springs Road
Atmore, AL 36502

Re: Docket No. FD 35852, Canaveral Port Authority — Petition to Construct and Operate a
Rail Line Extension to Port Canaveral, Florida: Government-to-Government Consultation

Dear Buford Rolin:

The purpose of this letter is to initiate formal government-to-government consultations
with the Poarch Band of Creek Indians regarding the above-referenced project.

The Canaveral Port Authority (CPA) plans to file a request with the Surface
Transportation Board (Board) pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502 for authority to construct and
operate approximately 11 miles of new rail line to Port Canaveral (Port) in Brevard County,
Florida. The proposed Port Canaveral Rail Extension (PCRE) would also utilize approximately
17 miles of existing rail line at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA)
John F. Kennedy Space Center (KSC) to make a connection with a main line of the Florida East
Coast Railway. The proposed PCRE would provide the Port with direct access to freight rail
service. The new rail line would begin near the Port’s North Cargo Area, extend west across the
Banana River, enter KSC on Merritt Island south of Kars Park, and then turn north through KSC
grounds where it would connect with KSC’s existing rail line. The decision facing the Board
whether or not to authorize the construction and operation of the new rail line is an undertaking
subject to compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and its
implementing regulations at 36 C.F.R. Part 800. The Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) is
the office within the Board responsible for preparing the appropriate documentation for
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) as well as NHPA Section 106.
For your reference, Attachment A to this letter includes a map of the project area including
CPA’s proposed alignments.

The Board is now interested in knowing your tribe’s interest to consult with us regarding
the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands and resources
such as plant gathering areas and religious sites.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss the project in more detail please
contact Dave Navecky of my staff at 202-245-0294 (david.navecky@stb.dot.gov). Information
on this project is also available on a Board-sponsored project website at
www.portcanaveralraileis.com and on the Board’s website at www.stb.dot.gov, by placing your




cursor on the “Environmental Matters™ button, then clicking on the “Key Cases™ button in the
drop down menu and then selecting “Port Canaveral Rail Extension.” I respectfully request that
you respond to Dave Navecky of my staff at your earliest convenience. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Victoria Rutson

Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosure: Map of the project area including CPA’s proposed alignments
cc: THPO



ATTACHMENT A: MAP OF PROJECT AREA and PROPOSED ALIGNMENTS
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

October 27, 2014
Robert Thrower, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Poarch Band of Creek Indians
5811 Jack Springs Road
Atmore, AL 36502

Re: Docket No. FD 35852, Canaveral Port Authority — Petition to Construct and Operate a
Rail Line Extension to Port Canaveral, Florida: Government-to-Government Consultation

Dear Robert Thrower:

The purpose of this letter is to initiate formal government-to-government consultations
with the Poarch Band of Creek Indians regarding the above-referenced project.

The Canaveral Port Authority (CPA) plans to file a request with the Surface
Transportation Board (Board) pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502 for authority to construct and
operate approximately 11 miles of new rail line to Port Canaveral (Port) in Brevard County,
Florida. The proposed Port Canaveral Rail Extension (PCRE) would also utilize approximately
17 miles of existing rail line at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA)
John F. Kennedy Space Center (KSC) to make a connection with a main line of the Florida East
Coast Railway. The proposed PCRE would provide the Port with direct access to freight rail
service. The new rail line would begin near the Port’s North Cargo Area, extend west across the
Banana River, enter KSC on Merritt Island south of Kars Park, and then turn north through KSC
grounds where it would connect with KSC’s existing rail line. The decision facing the Board
whether or not to authorize the construction and operation of the new rail line is an undertaking
subject to compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and its
implementing regulations at 36 C.F.R. Part 800. The Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) is
the office within the Board responsible for preparing the appropriate documentation for
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) as well as NHPA Section 106.
For your reference, Attachment A to this letter includes a map of the project area including
CPA’s proposed alignments.

The Board is now interested in knowing your tribe’s interest to consult with us regarding
the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands and resources
such as plant gathering areas and religious sites.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss the project in more detail please

contact Dave Navecky of my staff at 202-245-0294 (david.navecky@stb.dot.gov). Information
on this project is also available on a Board-sponsored project website at

www.portcanaveralraileis.com and on the Board’s website at www.stb.dot.gov, by placing your



cursor on the “Environmental Matters™ button, then clicking on the “Key Cases” button in the
drop down menu and then selecting “Port Canaveral Rail Extension.” 1 respectfully request that
you respond to Dave Navecky of my staff at your earliest convenience. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Sincerely,

"\@mﬁdw

Victoria Rutson
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosure: Map of the project area including CPA’s proposed alignments
cc: THPO



ATTACHMENT A: MAP OF PROJECT AREA and PROPOSED ALIGNMENTS
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