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How Do I Submit Comments? El-24200

« Writien Comments: Complete and submit this form at a public meeting, or mail your comments to the Surface
Transportation Board's address at the bottom of this page.

» Recorded Comments: Provide your comments to a court reporter at a public meeting.

» Electronic Comments: Submit electronic comments by visiting the Surface Transporiation Board's website,
www.stb.dot.gov, and clicking on the “E-Filing” link and then clicking on “Environmenital Comments.”

Please refer to Docket No. FD 35952 in all correspondence addressed to the Surface
Transportation Board. The comment deadline is June 15, 2016.
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How Do I Submit Comments?

« Written Comments: Complete and submit this form at a public meeting, or mail your comments to the Surface
Transportation Board's address at the bottomn of this page.

« Recorded Comments: Provide your comments to a court reporter at a public meeting.

» Electronic Comments: Submit electronic comments by visiting the Surface Transportation Board's website,
www.stb.dot.gov, and clicking on the “E-Filing” link and then clicking on “Environmental Comments.”

Please refer to Docket No. FD 35952 in all correspondence addressed to the Surface
Transportation Board. The comment deadline is June 15, 2016.

JL@WLQ_CM o-tdt PG mul(—‘,n(z- seads. T‘M(Ad_l@
Hyw (4 and (v A B : nggﬁ_t‘géo_%yﬁ
IE s {rrmm @es dcw ol e e_x,apcfwﬁ 25 f’t@gﬁé

p )}wdmﬁ x lul_ =
& 3 M&L_M ol Q)Lﬁ-&. b%m#&

_mm&wzm&m&maﬁ
aLK'e—, ‘_hv» BM@@M&L

peeoned va CorxS. The @ML_HEQQLC&___LU
&g&iﬁei:‘ @tﬂ-&m@ i Lf«zi‘S

{
@M o At 9‘.,

inkox rmi M| J cﬁf@% %d g
ﬁ B @ ¥ W éM}

NAME: e 143 COmments may%e Submitted
Z [ today ot mailed to:

G Dave Navecky

1)2’ &- er' 5— ?{45—— Surface Transportation Board

CITY. STATE, ZIP CODE:

’@g = 75"07 - 327 Zg ATTN: Docket No. FD 35952

395 E Street,SW

PHOME:
6!}2 223 &é/ﬂdél) 42&74' Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

ER MAIL




ENVIRONMENTAL IM PACT STATEMENT

& g

June & AB1L6 Pﬂﬁ& y
How Do I Submit Comments?

« Written Gomments: Complete and submit this form at a public reeting, or mail your comments to the Surface
Transportation Board's address at the bottom of this page.

« Recorded Comments: Provide your comments to a court reporter at a public meeting.

« Electronic Comments: Submit electronic comments by visiting the Surface Transportation Board's website,
www.stb.dot.gov, and clicking on the “E-Eiling” link and then clicking on “Environmental Comments.”

Please refer to Docket No. ED 35952 in all correspondence addressed to the Surface
Transportation Board. The comment deadline is June 15, 2016.
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Sweeney suggests ra

“ounty Supervisor suggests
using existing ral lines

By Catherine W. ldzerda
cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rerouting a proposed rail line pro-
aosed for eastern Rock County might re-
Juce its impact on farmland and give a
boost tolocalinfrastructure, aRock Coun-
ty Board member said.

Countyboard member Al Sweeney and
Boone County, Illinois, officials hope to
send a letter to the federal Surface Trans-
portation Board with alternatives to the
controversial rail line
proposed by the Great
Lakes Basin Transporia-
tion. The line would
start east of Milton and
run south around Chica-
go to La Porte, Indiana.

Supporters say the
new rail line would spur
economic development
and let trains avoid the
congestion in the Chicago rail yards,
which can bog down trains for up to 30
hours.

Opponents say the rail line would gob-
ble up more than 585 acres of farmland,
significantly delay emergency responders
and radically alter the community.

The Surface Transportation Board is
taking comments on the proposed proj-
ect until mid-June.

Sweeney, who also serves as chairman
for the Rock River Rail Transit Commis-
sion, said he had talked to Boone County
officials, but they not had come to an
agreement about specific alternative
routes.

The three alternate routes include:

B The Canadian Nationa! line that
runs from Waukesha County south to
Mukwonago, Burlington and Silver Lake.
On the northern end, the tracks would
have easy access to the Port of Milwau-
kee. Just south of the state line, the tracks
would turn to pick up Union Pacificlines.
Ornewtrack wouldgo westand thenhead
south near Belvidere, Illinois.

il route alternatives
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The track would have to be upgraded.

Sweeney said that this would be the
most likely possibility.

B The Jowa, Chicago and Eastern Rail-
road thatruns from Janesville south to Be-
loit.

This track would also have to be up-
graded.

B The rails-to-trails path from Madi-
son to Monroe. Sweeney said that al-
though the rails might be gone, the infra-
structure is still there.

“My concern is to take care of the
freight coming out of Rock County;”
Sweeney said.

The newly proposed line would be a
“blow through for freight from Canada,’
Sweeney said.

In a draft letter to the Surface Trans-
portation Board, Sweeney recommends
using already existing lines. Not only
would it be more cost effective, but they
would also be more in line with Boone
and Rock counties comprehensive plans.

In Boone County, officials planned for
industrial growth west of Belvidere. A
transload facility, a place where freight is
transferred from one form of transporta-
tion to another, was proposed by the Irene

Road/Interstate 90 interchange. From
there, a rail spur to the route south would
be more consistent with Boone County’s
plans, the draft letter says.

Would any of those options be feasi-
ble?

Jim Wilson, president of the Great
Lakes Basin Railroad, said they are willing
to look at any options. However, the com-
pany hoped to keep the line away from
major population areas.

“We're trying not to run it through any
communities.” Wilson said.

“We want to have a safety corridor in
caseofaderailment, spilloraleak. Ifthere
is an issue, it’s alot easier to evacuate two
or three families than several thousand
people”

In designing the current proposed
route, they tried to keep the rail line at
least one-quarter to one-half mile from
subdivisions.

Another reason for creating a new line
is to prepare for the future, Wilson said.

A 200-foot easement is planned for
utilities, but Wilson said that they are
“definitely interested” in seeing more
light industry alongside the newrailroad.



ATTN: Docket 2 FD 35952 May 31, 2016

Mr. Naveeky

Surface Transportation Board
Docket No. FD 35952

395 K Street, 5W
Washingtun, DU 20423-0001

Mr. Navecky.

After revicwing the available imformastion ahout the proposed Great Lakes Basin (GLIS vail
project, 1 is my opinion that the proposed GLB pruject has fmled to aulticiently provide
documentation that supports public convenience and necessity. Further more [ belivve that fast
tracking this project and waiving the 21x munth notification pertod wiis an errvor on the part of the
STH. For the following reasons | respectfully request that the STB cease any further action on this
project,

NEED

- The Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) program - a
vollaburatian betwean rail companies. local. state and federal government - is 10 the process of
implementing physical and managerial improvements to make the rail avatem in Chicago muore
vificaent in vrder to decreaae delavs, Letters from the Class T eadd hines in reaponse to the July
134, 2015 letter by the Charman of the STB Daniel R, Ellict. 1, indicate the CREATE project.
although noet completed. 15 improving the delays in Chicagu.

The GLB propused project undermines and subverts the CREATE program.

- The GLB project 14 neithey comprehensive, visionary, ar collaborative. The proposed project as
not part of any federal. state or loeal long-term freight plan. 11 i3 strctly @ commercial venture
by o for-profit company.

- There is no pubhicly available business plan for the propesed rail line to document publie
convenience, Necessity or benetits.

- GLB documentation does not deseribe o need for the 50 foot utibity casement {bevond stating
that it 15 a potentinl revenue source). or the need for the propoged 15,000 acre Kankuakeo rail
termanal. which 1s five times larger than the largest roil yard mn the world, The Surface
Transportation Buard's (STH) jurisdiction te approve a utility corndor 13 also in guestion.

Union Facitie and Norfulk-Southern have publicly stated that they are not intereated in the
proposed GLI projeet. Instead they prefur to work with the CREATE program in Chicago.

- Canadian Natwnal inveated heavily in their own Chicags bypaas by purchasing the Elgin, Joliet
and Eastern Rallway line and are therefare loas hkely to use the propesed GLB 1ol] rail.

- The totter from Norfolk Southern Corporation's legal department ifiled as E1-22974 under
FD-354952) atates that Norfolk-Southern does not have a non-disclosare agreement with GLB.
not 15 Hinterested 1n using thoe proposed rail. It alao states that ne information about current
rail movements or traffic velumes was provided for the GLI project. Thiz raises the queation
whether there are any "non-disclusure agreementa” at all. It alao makes one wonder about the
market reaearch that was done. or not done, for this project.

- M. John Yonan. P'. E. Supermtendent of the Cook County Department of Transportation and
Highways writes the following in his letter to the 8TB: * The prapoesed Great Lakes Basin Ruil
Line wadl. at best, only address a very small part of the region'’s fridight congestion. Coak County's
Departmient of Transportation and Highuwavi is proceeding with a long range transportation
plan and an anaivais to identifv and prioritize freight pinch points and pessible salutions. Those
studies will vield a more comprehensive range of projects (o address freight congestion and
promole development.”



PUBLIC CONVENIENCE

- | find no evaidence that the proposed GLE Chicagn bypass has been identified aa a2 aoluton to the
Chicago bottlencek. a public convenience. or a national transportation prwrity (as Mr. Patton
assertsl. It s a busineas proposal by a tor-profit company.

- Due to the fact that the mute of the proposed rail will likely change (Mr. Patton's words) people
m an ares of over 32,220 cquare miles have Hved inuncertamty about the future of their homes.
farms and hvielihood.

- The potential for unwanced raxl - and the vae of aminent domain - has incrensed stress for land
and property owners.

- Farm ficlds divided by the propored rail witl be more ditficult and dangerous (due to farm field
croazmgs) 1o manage. Produetivity of the land will decrease due to construetion of the rail. odd
shaped parcels and inereased compactuon. Costlvirrigation and tiling mfrastructure will ba
damaged and rendered useless.

- Government has spend millions of tax dollars preserving furmland, woodlanda and promoting
good agricultural practices. Farmers apend thouaandz of dollars on so1) conaervation practicea.
The proposed rail hine 15 counter-productive 1o theae efforts,

- Home and land owners near the propoded rail will see thetr home and land values reduced.
GLEB mtenda to be a toll rarlroad. Investors in thys propased projpect will have only thewr own
finanaial interest tn nund. not the public convenience.

- Qppoaition to the proposed project has been everwhelming. seven of eleven counties involved
have passed resolutions opposing the GLI rail. Mr. Patton has stated that he will take tand by
vminunt domain if the propoaed project 13 approved.

The losz of thousands of acres of prime farmland cannot puaaibly be conaderad a public
vonvenience. Taking highly preductive land vut of production tor a apeculative for-prohit project
18 ot in the publics’ best mterest

The abave provided infornation 13 what led me to the conclusion that the propesed GLEB
praject is incensatent with the public convenience and necessity. It was imaulficiently vetted boiore
startng the approval process, 1 respectfully requeat that the STH cease work on this project.
Individualtly, or as part of a group. | will irht the GLE proposed plan using all options avadable,
inchuding Congress, my vote at the ballot box and the judictal svatom.

Y

Name @&(g;w.. Q, Q(&S
Address [SLS—[_‘J Q‘/"ﬁgy@.

Gty " Lanesudle.

State and Zip Lo, 5—3,5—’45_

Phone  LOG_ 7579 2 725

Emal  Calown Clios P_,QL\;«JQ_,. Net



=4 Thomas-Robin Rios
m=d 1815 W. Rugby Rd.
Janesville, W] 53545-2054

I

?0L5 Dby0O 0002 4301 89119

M. Qace Emcmu,mfﬁv Board

.M..@ﬁh\.ﬂﬂ%ﬂ& |

r—cz;ﬁ:m ‘nﬂm\a ., QQPKPH WLD, TO WUQ\MW\DW.
/305 B Steest; oW

L s basgy b, 0.¢. 80423 ~C0)

SO EEHECCT sl il e i il i pp Ul





