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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. § 1105.7)

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices.  Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) proposes to abandon approximately 2.7 miles of rail

line from Milepost 1225.19 to the south end of the line at Milepost 1227.58 and to the west

end of the line at Engineering Station 189+36 (Milepost 1227.10) in Kalispell, Flathead

County, Montana (the “Line”).  A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A.

BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows:

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of track materials such as rails, ties,

and four (4) bridges. The railroad right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place.

If any portion of the Line is railbanked, the bridges on any railbanked segment of the Line

will not be removed.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails.  With the use

of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related steel

(angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed.  Next the

wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of

ground material.  The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties

that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be sold to lumber

dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties.  Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and shipped
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by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site.

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing

waterflows along the line.  In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit their

activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in water

bodies, including inland waterways.  When the salvage process is complete, waterflows in

the area should not be disrupted.

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or

concrete, as required by governing authority.  Any signals are also dismantled and

removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material

salvagers and is generally bid on the open market.  Each salvage contract includes detailed

information on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of

Environmental Analysis (“OEA”) and imposed by the Surface Transportation Board

(“STB”) in the final decision.  Completed work is independently inspected by a BNSF

roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality

and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

The two customers on the Line, Northwest Drywall and CHS Inc., do not oppose the

abandonment of this Line and will be relocating to Glacier Rail Park (see Exhibit B). There

is no overhead traffic on the portion of the Line included in the proposed abandonment.

Therefore, the proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and

maintenance practices on the Line.
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The only alternative to abandonment is to decline to pursue abandonment of the Line and

forgo the opportunity costs from salvaging the Line.

(2) Transportation System. Describe the effect of the proposed action on regional or
local transportation systems and patterns.  Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or
freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the
proposed action.

No passenger or freight traffic will be diverted to other transportation systems as a result

of the proposed abandonment. The two customers on the Line, Northwest Drywall and

CHS Inc., do not oppose the abandonment of this Line and will be relocating to Glacier

Rail Park (see Exhibit B). There is no overhead traffic on the subject line.

(3) Land Use

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Describe
any inconsistencies.

The proposed action should be consistent with existing land use plans. BNSF

contacted Tom Jentz, Planning Director at the City of Kalispell Planning

Department, who replied in a letter dated February 9, 2017, stating ““[t]he City of

Kalispell has been working diligently since early 2010 to bring this proposed rail

abandonment to fruition…[W]e do find that the abandonment of the BNSF rail line

through Kalispell is consistent with the City's existing land use plans and that there are

no inconsistencies with this action.” A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit B.

On January 31, 2017, BNSF contacted the State of Montana Public Service

Commission.  As of the date of this Environmental Report, State of Montana Public

Service Commission has not responded to our inquiry.  A copy of the letter is

attached as Exhibit C. BNSF also contacted Flathead County Planning and
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Zoning. Mark Mussman, CFM, Director, Flathead County Planning and Zoning,

replied in a letter dated February 14, 2017, stating “[w]hile much of the current

right-of-way is located within the limits of the City of Kalispell, small portions are

located within the County’s jurisdiction. The Flathead County Planning and Zoning

Department is in support of BNSF’s request as it will be consistent with the

County’s Growth Policy. More importantly, the abandonment of the rail tracks will

enable the City of Kalispell to advance The Core Area Plan which will bring

exciting opportunities not only to the City of Kalispell but to all of Flathead

County.” A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit D.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the
effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.

BNSF understands that the proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on

prime agriculture land. BNSF sent a letter to the Montana NRCS State Office. Jay

Brooker, Resource Soil Scientist, replied in an email dated February 8, 2017, stating

“[i]t does not appear that any farmland will be converted as a part of this activity

and that impacts to these lands would be minimal.” A copy of the email is attached

as Exhibit E.

(iii) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone,
include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9.

BNSF understands that the proposed abandonment is not located within a

designated coastal zone. Montana does not have a state coastal zone management

approved program.

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-
of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain
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why.

The proposed abandonment may be suitable for alternative public use. BNSF

contacted Tom Jentz, Planning Director at the City of Kalispell Planning

Department, who replied in a letter dated February 9, 2017, stating “[t]he City of

Kalispell has been working diligently since early 2010 to bring this proposed rail

abandonment to fruition…[W]e do find that the abandonment of the BNSF rail line

through Kalispell is consistent with the City's existing land use plans and that there are

no inconsistencies with this action.” A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit B.

Mark Mussman, CFM, Director, Flathead County Planning and Zoning, replied in

a letter dated February 14, 2017, stating “[t]he Flathead County Planning and

Zoning Department is in support of BNSF’s request as it will be consistent with the

County’s Growth Policy. More importantly, the abandonment of the rail tracks will

enable the City of Kalispell to advance The Core Area Plan which will bring

exciting opportunities not only to the City of Kalispell but to all of Flathead

County.”  A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit D.

(4) Energy

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy

resources.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

The proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on the movement or

recovery of recyclable commodities.
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(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease
in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy

efficiency because the two existing rail users are being relocated to the new rail

park, Glacier Rail Park (see Exhibit B). There is no overhead traffic on the subject

line.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of
more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the
affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.

The proposed abandonment will not result in a diversion of rail to motor carriage.

(5) Air

(i) If the proposed action will result in either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
segment of the line affected by the proposal, or

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds

for increased rail or truck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B) or (C) above.

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross
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ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segment of rail line,

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by State Implementation Plan.  However, for a rail
construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or a case
involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line,
only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds

identified in (ii) (A), (B) or (C) above.

(iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide
and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency
of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's
safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and spills;
contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting

materials.

(6) Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:

(i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.  If so, identify
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable.

(7) Safety

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
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(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

BNSF expects that this abandonment will have no adverse effect on health or public

safety.  There are seven (7) private at-grade crossings, six (6) public at-grade

crossings, and four (4) bridges on the Line.

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of an accidental release of
hazardous materials.

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials.

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way.

(8) Biological Resources

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

BNSF expects that the proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on

endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. BNSF

contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Region 6, Mountain-Prairie Region

Office (“USFWS”), in reference to this proposed abandonment. On February 8,

2017, David Allen, J.D., Realty Specialist, National Wildlife Refuge System,

USFWS, responded to our letter with an email stating, “[o]ur staff reviewed the

proposal and determined that there are no endangered or threatened species that
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will be affected by the project, no critical habitat adjacent or near the line, and no

National wildlife Refuges or other lands managed by Fish and Wildlife Service

adjacent or near the line.” On March 7, 2017, Ben Conard, U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service – Montana Ecological Services Office, responded to our letter with an email

stating, “[t]he USFWS Montana Ecological Services Office has no concerns about

threatened, endangered, or candidate species; there should be no effects.” A copy

of USFWS responses are attached as Exhibit F.

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

BNSF expects that no wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or

forests will be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. On January 31,

2017, BNSF contacted the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land

Management Montana-Dakotas State Office (“BLM”).  On February 13, 2017,

Chris Boone, State Biologist, responded to our letter with an email stating, “BLM

has no lands in those locations.”  A copy of BLM response is attached as Exhibit

G. On January 31, 2017, BNSF contacted the National Park Service, Intermountain

Region (“National Park Service”). As of the date of this Environmental Report, the

National Park Service has not replied to BNSF’s inquiry. A copy of the letter is

attached as Exhibit H.

(9) Water

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality
standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

On January 31, 2017, BNSF sent a letter to the Montana Department of
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Environmental Quality.  As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency

has not replied to BNSF’s inquiry.  A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit I.

BNSF also contacted the U.S. EPA Region 8 regarding the proposed abandonment.

As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF’s

inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit J.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected.  Describe the effects.

BNSF understands that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. BNSF contacted the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers Omaha District in reference to the proposed abandonment. On

February 6, 2017, Dylan Hickey, Regulatory Project Manager responded to our

letter, stating “it appears that the proposed work will not result in the discharge of

dredged or fill material within waters of the United States and does not involve

work in, over or under navigable waters of the United States.  Therefore, a DA

permit is not required for this work.”. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit

K.

(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required).

On January 31, 2017, BNSF sent a letter to the Montana Department of

Environmental Quality.  As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency

has not replied to BNSF’s inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit I.
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BNSF also contacted the U.S. EPA Region 8 regarding the proposed abandonment.

As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF’s

inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit J.

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

BNSF expects that no adverse environmental impact will result from the proposed

abandonment and, therefore, is aware of no need for any mitigating actions.  BNSF will,

of course, consult (as required) with any recipients of this Environmental Report regarding

appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by

the Board.
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HISTORIC REPORT

(49 C.F.R. § 1105.8)

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices.  Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) proposes to abandon approximately 2.7 miles of rail

line from Milepost 1225.19 to the south end of the line at Milepost 1227.58 and to the west

end of the line at Engineering Station 189+36 (Milepost 1227.10) in Kalispell, Flathead

County, Montana (the “Line”).  A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A.

BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows:

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of track materials such as rails, ties,

and four (4) bridges. The railroad right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place.

If any portion of the Line is railbanked, the bridges on any railbanked segment of the Line

will not be removed.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails.  With the use

of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related steel

(angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed.  Next the

wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of

ground material.  The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties

that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be sold to lumber

dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties.  Scrap ties are loaded into rail cars and shipped
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by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site.

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing

waterflows along the line.  In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit their

activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in water

bodies, including inland waterways.  When the salvage process is complete, waterflows in

the area should not be disrupted.

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or

concrete, as required by governing authority.  Any signals are also dismantled and

removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material

salvagers and is generally bid on the open market.  Each salvage contract includes detailed

information on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of

Environmental Analysis (“OEA”) and imposed by the Surface Transportation Board

(“STB”) in the final decision.  Completed work is independently inspected by a BNSF

roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality

and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

The two customers on the Line, Northwest Drywall and CHS Inc., do not oppose the

abandonment of this Line and will be relocating to Glacier Rail Park (see Exhibit B). There

is no overhead traffic on the portion of the Line proposed for abandonment.  Therefore, the

proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance

practices on the Line.
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The only alternative to abandonment is to decline to pursue abandonment of the Line and

forgo the opportunity costs from salvaging the Line.

HISTORIC REPORT

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing
the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of
railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action.

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A.

2. A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding
area

The subject Line extends approximately 2.7 miles from Milepost 1225.19 to the south end of

the line at Milepost 1227.58 and to the west end of the line at Engineering Station 189+36 (Milepost

1227.10) in Kalispell, Flathead County, Montana. The urban right-of-way is generally 100

feet wide, 50 feet on each side of the track.  There are no federally granted rights of way

involved.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding area.

There are four bridges on the Line.  They are as follows:
1) Milepost 1225.2; steel bridge; 177’ long, 20’ high; built in 1936.
2) Milepost 1227.1; open deck timber pile bridge; 138’ long, 21’ high; built in 1945.
3) Milepost 1227.1; open deck timber pile bridge; 160’ long, 21’ high, built in 1928.
4) Milepost 1227.4; open deck timber pile bridge; 125’ long, 22’ high; built in 1948.

If any portion of the Line is railbanked, the bridges on any railbanked segment of the Line

will not be removed.  See Exhibit L, attached photographs.

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known.
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There are four bridges on the Line.  They are as follows:
1) Milepost 1225.2; steel bridge; 177’ long, 20’ high; built in 1936.
2) Milepost 1227.1; open deck timber pile bridge; 138’ long, 21’ high; built in 1945.
3) Milepost 1227.1; open deck timber pile bridge; 160’ long, 21’ high, built in 1928.
4) Milepost 1227.4; open deck timber pile bridge; 125’ long, 22’ high; built in 1948.

If any portion of the Line is railbanked, the bridges on any railbanked segment of the Line

will not be removed.  See Exhibit L, attached photographs.

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,
if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action.

Milepost 1225.19 to Milepost 1227.10 was acquired by The Saint Paul Minneapolis and

Manitoba Railway Company in 1892.  Milepost 1226.91 to Milepost 1227.58 was acquired

by The Saint Paul Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway Company in 1900.  In 1907, The

Saint Paul Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway Company was sold to Great Northern

Railway Company.  In 1961, Great Northern Railway Company and Northern Pacific

Railway Company were merged into Great Northern Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc.  In

1970, Great Northern Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc.’s name changed to Burlington

Northern Inc.  In 1981, Burlington Northern Inc.’s name changed to Burlington Northern

Railroad Company.  Burlington Northern Railroad Company merged with The Atchison,

Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1996 to become The Burlington Northern and

Santa Fe Railway Company, which changed its name to BNSF Railway Company in 2005.

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering drawings,
that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic.

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment may include alignment

maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps.  These documents are too large for

practical reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available.
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7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities).

BNSF contacted the Montana State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) in reference to

the proposed abandonment. On February 16, 2017, Jessica Bush, M.A., Review and

Compliance Officer, Deputy SHPO, responded to our letter, stating “[i]s this project an

extension of the City of Kalispell, Glacier Rail Park and Core Area Trail Project?  If so we

are in the process of working with Larry Squires from the FTA and the City of Kalispell to

complete the Section 106 process.” A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit M. The

proposed abandonment is part of the City of Kalispell’s Core Area Plan (see Exhibit B).

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of any
known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such
as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain.

The Line was disturbed during original construction by cuts and fill and any archaeological

resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would have been affected

at that time.  Our records do not indicate any environmental conditions that might affect

the archaeological recovery of resources.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned
properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way:
photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-
way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of
any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site
(i.e. prehistoric or native American).

If any additional information is requested, BNSF will promptly supply the necessary

information.
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EXHIBITB 



February 9, 2017 

Emily Thompson, Paralegal 
Law Department 
HNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3 
Fort Worth, TX 76131 -2828 

Planning Department 
201 lst Avenue East 

KalispeU, MT 59901 
Phone: (406) 758-7940 

Fax: (406) 758-7739 
www .kalispeU.com/planning 

RE: STB Docket No . . AB 6 (S1.1b-110. 495X}: BNSf Railway Company - Abandonment Exemption 
- in Flathead County, Montan::i 

Dear Ms. Thompson: 

( am responding to your request for comment on the proposed abandonment of approximately 2. 7 
miles ofBNSF track in Kalispell, MT. You ask iftbis proposed abandonmenl is consistent with 
existing land use plans and to describe any inconsistencies in our land use plans with such an action. 

The City of Kalispell has been working diligently since early 20 IO to being this proposed rail 
abandonment to fruition. In 2012, the City of Kalispell adopted a significant amendment to our long 
range growth policy (land use) plan. This amendment was entitled "The Core Area Plan". A primary 
µillar of the plan was the abandonment ofthe BNSF rail line through the middle (Cure Area) ofuur 
city. This is spec;ifica11y recited in the following Goal, Strategy and Policy statements from the plan: 

Goal #1 - Relocation <-?f tlie railroad tracks.from the core area. 

Strategy #1 - fmplement a program to relocate the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad tracks 
from within the Core Area. 

a. Utilization of railroad RJW for a multi-functional Ii.near public feature (i.e. 
pedestrian/bike trail am.1 park) providing fur non-motorized transpo1tati.011, 

urban recreation. increased vehicular traffic flow and accessibility, aesthetic 
function and utility corri<lor. 

Policies: 1. Work with the BNSF Railroad to develop a seamless program to remove the tracb 
from the Core Area and provide a new rail tenninus al the Flathead Couuty Economic 
Development Authority (FCEDA) rail served industrial site. 

2, The City r:;bould lake tl1c lead i.n coordinating with the cuITent track users and the 
railroad for relocation of the businesses out of the Core Area and for track removal. 

3. A program should be <leveloped for the relocation of existing rail dependent business 
out of the Core Area into the FCEDA Rail lndustrinl Park. 



The Core Area Plan was the impetuous for the City of Kalispell to apply for and receive a $10 million 
TIGER grant from the US Department of Transportation administered by the Federal Ra il 
Administration. This grant program matched by $12 million dollars in local governm~nt funding and 
a like amount in p1·ivate funding has laid the ground work to develop a new rail industrial park on the 
east side of town to provide new rail served lots for the two existing businesses in Kalispell <18 welJ as 
providing sites for new industry coming into Kai.ispell. The second component of thh; TIGER grant 
funding is the abandonment of the BNSF rail line and redevelopment of this site into a linear 
pedestrian transportation system. 

Keeping in step with this program, the Ka lispell City Council formally passed Resolution 5799 on 
February 4, 2017, notifying BNSF that both existing rail users are being relocated to the new rail pnrk 
and therefore officially requesting tbat BNSF Railroad begin the abandonment process of the existing 
rail line through Kai.ispell based on the Core Area Plan. (Resolution 5799 attache<l). 

In closing, we do find that the abandonment of the BNSF rail line through Kalispell is consistent wjth 
the City's existing land use plans and that there are no inconsistencies with this action. If you have 
any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at your earliest convenience. 

S~;c_ . ) a--­
, _; 011\ '1 ~~ 

Tom Jentz 
Kalispell P lannfog Director 

Attachment Kalispell Resolution 5799 



Rl!:SOLUT10N NO. 5799 

A RESOLUTTON EXPRESSING TO THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN SANTA FE 
RAJLROAD THE DESIRE OF TUE CITY THAT THE EXISTING RAILROAD 
TRA.1\SPORT A TION INFRASTRUCTURE WlTH IN THE CITY BRGlN TO BF. 
ABANOONKD 11'01{ THE REASON THAT ALL RAU, USERS WITHIN THF, crry 
HAVE AGREED TO SUPPORT THE 1\BANDONMENT. 

'WHEREAS, on Febn1ary .:1 , 20 13 th1:., Kalispell City Coundl. tlu·ough Resolution No. % 05, 
adopted th:~ Kal ispell Core Area Plan as an amendment to the Kalispell West Side 
Urban Renewal Dishict Plan, ovcr1ajcl w itJ1 a T,~x Tncremenl Financing Dist1ict; 
and 

WH~ REAS, tl~sential clem.cnt:'i of the Kalispdl Core t\rca .Plan arc the 1"t:moval of the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Rmlroad [BN.SF] tracks traversing it. as well as 
removing the industli es served by rail to a location outside of the Core Arca: and 

\.VH.fi:!lF:AS. by letter elated foiy 10, '.:r0i5, BNSF advised tht: Cily or K~1!ispdl thal it agreed to 
abandor1 the railroad service!". and existing rail transportation i11frnstrm.:tllre in ,he 
...:ii.y upon the.; ~upport of exis1ing rail users localed on the rail section prnpostJd for 
ahanclonment; :.in(I 

WHEREAS, the bu~inesscs l0cated on the real property at 160 8th Avenue 'Nest North, 
Kalispdl, Montana consisting of apprnxi111ately 1.6 acres identified as Tract 
2821X07-\1DC-2 i.n the M·~ridian Compk:x Ensl Sub<livit-ion uf the City ()f 
Kalispdl. in a<lditi,m tQ a pri vate casement area of apprnxi1natc!y .5 acr<;;S that 
hcncfits the suh.1ect p rnpcrty, have been served \Vilh railroad tnm:::pmi atinn by 
13NSF and are the last remaining businesses so served that have not alrcudy 
express~d suppnrl r(n· ihe removal of the track and 

\YHEREAS, Lhe owner of Hw :;ubjecl property set fotth above and the businesses To":ated 
th',;r<.:on have entered into a Memorandum of Understandi11g wi th 1.h~ City it1 
which the pmtics have agreed that thoi:;c entitie<s t"ecciving rn1( transportation 
services al 160 gni Street West Nmth, Kalispell, Montana shall flna lly and forever 
relinquish :.1l l rights and pri vjleges of receiving such services .'.IS ,~.:ell a:-: any 1 igltl~ 
to assign f;uch rights and pti vi lcgc.s, in cunsidcrntion for cext:iin rek1c<1.tion fi..111di ng 
provictecl by the City. 

NOW, TJIER!::FORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CTT\' COUNCrL OF THE CITY OF 
K.f\.J.J SPELL AS FOLLO\.VS: 

SECTION l. Thal U1c Kalispell City Council continu0:; to support ths:: 
abnndonm,:n ( of the existing UNSF Rai I 1nfr;:istn1cturc in 111~ City 
ns 1.v~II as a program to assist the relocation of businessc~ in the 
cily served by rai l transpoitation lo the- Glacier Rail Park. 



SF.,CTlON 2. Th2t the Ci ty Manager is hereby directed to c:-rmrnunicatc with 
BNSF regarding the i.'Vlemorandum of U11derst:1nding set forth in 
the recitals ah<;ve in which 1he last remaining users of the r;1i! 
services in the City have agreed to relinquish all right!"J and 
privileges of receiving such services as well as any 1ights to assign 
such r:ight8 and privileges, in considcrntion for certain r clocution 
funding provided by the Cily and lo request th,,t BNSF begin its 
aba11donmcnt processes. 

P.ASSr'.D AND APPROVED BY THE CIT'{ COUNCIL AND SIGNED BY THE f·AA YOR or 
THE CITY OF KAUSPELL, THIS 17TH DAY OF JAN1JARY, 2017. 

\ ,/} } 

~ i / f·- ·•- I 

I\ JJ, L-n .;~J ,i -
' -4,,· ,~ ( /~i,, Yl:J;---J&'t[ -

_.. ' ~1-:trk..-.J'{l1!1s.on 
( '· ,._~,M!fr~\ 

ATTEST: 



EXHIBITC 



RA/LWAY 

February 7, 2017 

State of Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Ave. 
P.O. Box 202601 
Helena, MT 59620 

Emily Thompson 
Ptlmfcgn! 
Law Department 

BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Mer.k Ori'Ve -AOB·3 
Fort Worth. Texas 1e131 .2a2s 
tel 81'.'-352-2376 
fax 817-352-2397 

Email - emily.thompson@bnif.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub·No. 495X); BNSF Railway Company­
Abandonment Exemption - in Flathead County, Montana 

Enclosed please find BNSF Railway Company's ("BNSF") original correspondence dated 
January 31 , 201 7 _ Also enclosed is a revised map of the subject railroad line. 

Please provide your response to me at the address above as soon as possible. You may 
contact me by email or telephone with any questions or concerns. Thank you in advance 
for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

~-i?.~~--
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Karl Morell - Karl Morell & Associates - karlm@karlmorell.com 
James Mecone - BNSF - i.~mes.mecone@bnsf.com 



RA/.l.WAY 

January 31, 20'17 

State of Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Ave. 
P.O. Box 202601 
Helena, MT 59620 

Emily Thompson 
Paralegal 
Law De.oanmeni 

BNSF Railway <;ompauy 
25~0 Lou Menk Drl'le -AOB-3 
Fort Worth, Texas 761~1·2621l 
tel 8i7· 352-2S76 
ra, 817-352-239, 

Email - ernily.tnompson@bnsr.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 495)(); BNSF Railway Company­
Aba"donment Exemption - in Flathead County, Montana 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in March a Petition for Exemption 
seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-referenced docket 
to aba11don approximately 2. 7 miles of track from Milepost ·1225.19 to the south end of the 
lirie at Milepost 1227.58 and to the west end of the line at Engineeririg Station 189+36 
(Milepost 1227.10) in Kalispell. Flathead County, Montana. 

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required to contact you to determine if the 
proposed abandonment is consistent with existing land use plans. If applicable, please 
describe any inconsistencies. · 

Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested. For your reference a map of 
the subject railroad line is enclosed. Please provide your response to me at the address 
above as soon as possible. You may contact me by email or telephone with any questions 
or concerns. Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

S~r:IY,~., ' \ < . : ,·d --y----
En, ily Tho pson \ 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Karl Morell - Kart Morell & Associates- karlm@karlrnorell.com 
James Mecone-BNSF- iames mecone@bnsf. com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.norton@bnsf.com 
John Sims - BNSF - [9hn.sims@bnsf.com 
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EXHIBITD 



February 14, 2017 

Emily Thompson 

40 111~ m@ wm. m. no 
,11~mPnL mr. ~ggo r 
aum;, ~oc.1~ 1.0200 
+IX 40C.7~1.02 IO 
t ,..l KinHl~GWU®.Q.QTWb.mT.GO'I 
WU, U~llltll~.mT.~OV/PlattmHGJOHldG 

BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drivl: -AOB - 3 
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828 

RE: 13NSF Right-of-way Abandonment Exemption 

Dear Ms. Thompson: 

Delivered via Email 

J am responding to your requcsl for comment oo the proposed abas1donment of approximaLdy 2. 7 miles of 
BNSF right-of-w:-iy in Flathead County, Montana. While much of the current right-of:.way is located within 
the limits of the City of Kalispell, small portions are located withir1 lhe County's jurisdiction. The Flathead 
County Planning and 7.oning Depa11ment is in support of BNSF's request as it will be consistent with the 
County's Growth Policy. More impmiuntly, the abandonment of the rail lracks will enable the City of 
Kalispell to advance The Core Area Plan which will hring exciting opportunities nol only to the City of 
Kalispell but to all of Flathead County . 

Thank yuu for giving Flathead County· the opportunity to comment on rhis mall1;r. Plense do not hesitate 
to contaci: me with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Mussman, CFM 
Di.rector 



EXHIBITE 



From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 
Attachments: 

Brnukt:r, Jal' - NRCS. Missoula, MT 

IbQffipson, Emily Jean 
BliJine, John - NRCS. Missoula. MT; Gullett. Kale - NRCS, Bozeman. f'ITT; Rosmi9 AuycJ - !)!RCS, Kalispe.ll, MT 
railroad abandonment project - KalispeH 
Wednesday, February 8, 2017 2:41:44 PM 

02072017 SNSf Railway Abandonment Flathead County Prjrne Farm 1-ilnd (.002}.r,x.lf 
~lia.ell farmland aassification.oof 

EX1' E?J·rn.L EMlHL 

Emi ly, 

I ,m1 responding to your request for soils lnformation along the [3N rail line in Kalispell, MT. The line 

appears to be slated for abandonment in March, 2017. The soils rnap was generated from Web Soil 

Survey: ht.ms:! /websoi lsuL~Y •. <;;!;.e~ov.u sda.gov /App/HomePai!e. htm 

Much of -;:he line goes through the city of Kalispell and the soils are mvpped as "Urban Land" which 

means they have been disturbed by deve!opment. There are some soils that are "prime if irrigated" 

and "farmland of statewide irnportance" along the southern and western parts of the project. It 

does not appP.ar that any farmland will be converted as a part of this activity and that impn<:ts w 

these lands would be minimal. 

!-' lease contact me if you have any further questions. 

Thanks, 

Jay 

Jay Brooker - 1'1"TW8 
Resource Soil St.-ientist 
3550 Mullan Road, RuitA 106 
Missoula, MT 59808 
408-829-3395 x 117 

.imt.J»'~~ 

This electronic message contains inJormation generated by the OSDA solely for the intended 
re~ipient,; . Any unamhorized interception of lhis message or Lhc use or disclosure of the 

information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal 
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender an<l 
delete the email immediately. 
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Farmland Classification- Upper Flathead Valley Area, Montana 
(Important Farmlands - Railroad abandonement) 

....-~~~~~~~~~~~---------·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Area of Interest (AOI) 1..::.J Prime farmland i' 

D Amu of lriteresl (A(ll ! stJbsoiled, completely 
removing the roc,t 

Soils inhibiting soil layar 

Soil Rating Polygons D Prime farmland if irrigated 

D Not prime farrnle11d 
a,,d the prcctucl ol l (soi: 
e·odibility) x C (climate 

D All areas are prime factor) does not exceed 
60 farmland 

D Prime farmland if draine:J D Prime farmlan<:i if irrigated 
and reclaimerJ of excess 

D Prime larnl;;n(J if salts and sodium 
protected from flo0di''l9 or D Farmland of statew.de 
not frequently flooch,id importance 
du·ing the growing D Fannland of · ocal 
seas or. importance 

D orime fam1land if irrigated 
LJ Farm'ard of unique 

D Prime farrnlard ii dra inei:I impo,1ar.ce 

an:I either protected from D Not rated or no: availabl" 
flooding or not fre:iuentl1 
flooded during the Soil Rating Lines 
growing season ,,...,,. Nol prim,:, 1,irml;:ir.d 

D Pri ,ne farmland if irrigat,;d 
All area, are prime and drained ,l'V 
farmland 

D Prim"' iarrnlan<J ii irrinaterl 
Prime farmland if drained and either p-otecled fron ......... 

flooding or r ot frec,r.rently 
tloorJed during th!) 
growing season 

LSD.A Natural Resources 
iiliiii Conservation Service 

MAP LEGEND 
"""-" Prime farmland if 

protected from ffooding or 
not lrequently Hooded 
durin·~ the growing 
3e8SOn ... Prime farmland if irrigated 

,. " P,ime farmland if drained 
and either :,rotected from 
floodir1g or not frequently 
flooded during the 
growing season 

.,,..,,,. Prime farrr.lan::l i' irrigated 
and drained 

,;,,. r.o# Prime fannland if irrigated 
and eltl1er protected from 
flooding or no1 frequenily 
ilooded during the 
growing S€ason . " Prime fam1lan0 if 
subso!led, completely 
removing the root 
inhi o~ing soil layer 

,....,,,. Prime tarml:md if irrigated 
and me product of I (soil 
erodibilityi x C 1,clim,1~) 
facto,) coes net exceed 
60 

Web Soil Survey 
National Cooperotive Soil Survey 

,,...; Prirne fmmla11d if irrirJllfed 
and reef aimed of excess 
salts and sodium 

,,....,,. Farmland of s.tatewiae 
importance 

~ Fannlanct of local 
importance 

.,...,,,. Ferri.land of t1nlque 
importarce 

,. " Not mleo o< 11ot available 

Soil Rating Pol nts 

Cl Not prime farmlan::l 

Cl A'· areas are prime 
fam1land 

!3.1 Prime farfl'ic1nd ii drained 

Cl Prime farmland if 
pre.reeled from fbocing or 
not frequentty flooded 
during the growing 
,;oasoci 

a Prime farmland if irrigated 

D Prime farmland if c: rained 
and either protecwd rrorr 
flood .:)g or not frequently 
flooded during the 
growing season 

[J 

CJ 

a 

IJ 

m 

0 

Cl 

Cl 

tl 

Prime farmland if 
-1 

irrig.iled aml dn:J 'lE.'<i 

Prime farmland if 
irrigated and either 
protected from flooding 
or no: frequer.Uy flooded 
during the growing 
season 

Prim·:.? farmland ii 
subso; eo, completely 
removin-3 the rcol 
inhibiting sojl layer 

Prime rannland if 
irrigated and the product 
of I {soil erodlbility) x C 
(climate factor) does not 
exceed 60 

Prime farmland if 
irri;pted and <eclaimod 
:if excess salts and 
sodium 

Farmland :if statewide 
importance 

Farmlanc of local 
importance 

Farmland o: unique 
Importance 

Not rated or r.ot 
a11alteble 

Water Features 

2i8/2017 
Page 2 of 5 



USDA Natural Resources 
:iiiii, Conservation Service 

Farnland Classification-Upper Flatheud Valley Area, Montana 
(lmpo11ant Farmlands - Railroad abandonernenl) 

MAP INFORMATION 

Strnerns anc Can3lr., 

Transportation 

H-+ Rails 

"""" Interstate Highw.:r;s 

,,,.,,. US Routes 

Major Roads 

Local Road~ 

Background 

l§il Aerial Phctograp~y 

Web Soil Survey 
Nalior.al Cooperative Soll Survey 

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at 
1:20,000. 

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map 
measuremer;s. 

S·:iurce of Map: Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Web Soil Survey URL: 
Coord1na:e System: Web Mercator (EPSG:3857} 

Ma;:>s from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator 
projection, wrich preser,es direction and shape but distorts 
distance and area. A projection that preser,ies area, such as the 
/\lbers equal-area ::onic projection, should be used if more 
accurate calculations of d istance or ;:;rea are required. 

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as 
of the version date(s) listec belovJ. 

Soil Survey Area: Upper Flathead Valley Area, Montana 
Survey Area Data: Version 12, Sep 3, 2014 

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 
1 :50,000 or larger. 

Date(s) aerial images were photographed: Jul 11 , 2011-Jul 30, 
2011 

The orthophato or other base map on W'lich the soil lines were 
compiled and digitized probably differs f<om the background 
imagery dtsplayed on these map:;. As a rcsutt, some minor 
shifting of map unit boundarfes may be evident. 

I 

I 
... . _J 

2/8i2017 
Page 3 of5 



Fannland Cta,.sifir.ation-Upper Flathead Valley Area. Montana 

- --··-- - -·------------------------- - --

Farmland Classification 

.. __ ....... 

Important Farmlands - Railroad 
abandonement 

t 

Farmland Classific.ation- Summary by Map Unit - Upper Flalh~ad Valley Area, Montana (MT617) 

Map unit symbol 

711F 

Aa 

-
Ba 

--··· 
Be 

Bv 

Cd 

Da 

Db 

Kd 

Ke 

Ku 

Kza 

Kzg 

Mg 

Pb 

Pc 

Pd 

Pf 

t.lSDA Natural Resources 
"'"Ei Conservation Service 

Map unit name I Ratin{I 
. , 

Kingspoint-Rock Not prime farmland 
outcrop-Sharrolt 
complex:, 15 to 50 
percent slopes 

Alluvial land, poorly Nol prime farmland 
draineo 

Banks loamy fine sand, Not prime farmland 
O to 4 percent slopes 

Birch fine sandy loam, O Nol prime farmland 
to 5 perC'..ent s lopes 

Blanc.:h.ird ve,y fine Not prime farmland 
sandy loam, 20 to 45 
percent slopes 

Cor11allis silty clay loam, , Prime farmland if 
O to 3 percent slopes I irrigated 

I 

Demers-Kalispell sill Not prime farmland 
loams, 0 to 3 percent 
slopes 

--------· 
Demers-Kalispell silt Not prime fo, ml:cmd 

loam, 3 to 7 percent 
slopes .. 

Kalispell gravelly loam. Not prime farmland 
moderately deep over 
gravel, 12 to 40 
percent slopes 

-
Kalispell loam, 0 to 3 Prirne fann l1;ind if 

percent slopes irrigated 

KRlispell silt loam, heavy Prime farmland if 
subsoil, 0 to 3 percent irrigated 
slopes 

I Kalispell-Tuffit silt loams, Not primA farmland 
n to 3 percent slopes 

Kiwanis-Birch fine sandy Not prime farmland 
!muns, U to 5 percent 
slopes 

- ---· 
Mires gravelly loam, 0 to Not prime farmll'!nn 

3 percent slopes 

Prospect loam, 3 lo 7 Farmland of statewide 
percent slopes importance 

PrOSf)ACI lmim, 7 to 12 Not prime farmlcmd 
percent slopes 

·-
Prospect loam, 12 lo 20 Not µrime ra rrnlf1nd 

percent slopes 

Prospect stony loam, 7 N ot prime farmland 
to 12 percent slopes 

Web Soil Survey 
National Cooperative Soil Survey 

Acres inAOI T 
8.7 

111.7 

8.4 

0.5 

9.4 

1.7 

7.9 

2.8 

16 .2 

147.8 

239.4 

--·-- --~· 
17.0 

---
28.6 

24.8 

.. 

9.9 

4.8 

:l:l 1 

40.5 

Percent of AOI 

... --

-

-

0.8% 

9 .7% 

0.7% 

--
0.0% 

0.8% 

----
0.1% 

0.7% 

0.2% 

1.4% 

12.8% 

20.8% 

1.5% 

2.5% 

2.2% 

-
0.9% 

0.4% 

2 .9% 

3 .5% 
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F::irmland Classification- Upper Flathead Valley Area, Montana Important Farmlan<ls - Railroml 
abandonement 

Farmland Classification-Summary by Map Unit - Upper Flathead Valley Area, Montana (MT617) 

Map unit symbol Rating Acres in AOI .. -r- Percent of .AOI 
Map unit name .• L. - - ------'---- ---

Pg 

Sa 

So 

Sr 

Ta 

Lii 

w 
Yg 

Yy 

Prospect stony loam, 12 Not prime farmland 
to 20 percent slopes 

Saline-Alkali land Not prime farmland 

Swims silt luctrn, o to 3 Prime farmland if 
percent slopes irrigated 

Swims silty day lown, O Prime farmland if 
to 4 percent slopes irrigated 

Tally, Bl,mchard, and Not prime farmland 
Flathead soils, O to 3 
percent slopes 

Urban land Not prime farmland 

Wolcr Not prime farmland 

Yeoman gravelly loam, Not prime farmland 
12 to 30 percent 
slopes 

Yeoman stony loam, 12 Not prime farmland 
to 3.S percent slopes 

26.1 

95.5 

7.1 

29.2 

1.2 

242.2 

6.8 

8.2 

22.3 

Totals for Area of Interest 1,151.7 

Description 

Farmland classification identifies map units as prime farmland, farmland of 
statewide importance. farmland of local importance, or unique farmland. It 
identifies the location and extent of the soils that are best suited to food, feed, 
fiber. forage, and oilseed crops. NRCS policy and procedures on prime and 
unique farmlands are published in the "Federal Register," VoL 43, No. 2 i , 
January 31, 1978. 

Rating Options 

Aggregation Method: No Aggregation Necessary 

Tie-break Rulo: Lower 

USDA Natural Resources 
:iiiliii C(mservation Service 

Web Soil Survey 
National Cooper1;1tive Soil Survey 

2.3% 

8.3% 

0.6o/c 

2.5% 

0.1% 

21.0% : 

0.6% 

0.7% 

1.9c/o 

·100.0% I 
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EXHIBIT F 



From: Allen, David
To: Thompson, Emily Jean
Cc: Greg Langer
Subject: STB Docket No. AB (Sub-No. 495X)
Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 11:45:05 AM

EXTERNAL EMAIL

Hello Emily,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Region 6 received your letter dated January 31, 2017 regarding
the above referenced rail line abandonment in Flathead County. Our staff reviewed the
proposal and determined that there are no endangered or threatened species that will be
affected by the project, no critical habitat adjacent or near the line, and no National wildlife
Refuges or other lands managed by Fish and Wildlife Service adjacent or near the line. 

Thank you, 

David Allen, J.D.
Realty Specialist 
National Wildlife Refuge System
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
585 Shepard Way, Suite 1
Helena, MT 59601
P: 406-671-8508
F: 406-449-5339

Working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats for the continuing
benefit of the American people.



From: Conard, Ben
To: Thompson, Emily Jean
Cc: karlm@karlmorell.com; Mecone, James M; Norton, Mark A; john.simms@bnsf.com; David Allen; Greg Langer
Subject: Fwd: BNSF railway abandonment
Date: Tuesday, March 7, 2017 11:16:48 AM

EXTERNAL EMAIL

Ms. Thompson: I've reviewed your letter of February 7, 2017, and the referenced BNSF letter of January 31, 2017,
regarding STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No 495X); BNSF Railway Company - Abandonment Exemption - in Flathead County,
Montana. 

The USFWS Montana Ecological Services Office has no concerns about threatened, endangered, or candidate species; there
should be no effects.  This email thread displays our earlier response to the USFWS Realty Division at our Regional Office in
Lakewood Colorado.

Please let me know if you need anything more. Regards, -Ben

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Conard, Ben <ben_conard@fws.gov>
Date: Wed, Feb 8, 2017 at 9:22 AM
Subject: Re: BNSF railway abandonment
To: "Allen, David" <david_allen@fws.gov>
Cc: Greg Langer <greg_langer@fws.gov>, Gary Sullivan <gary_l_sullivan@fws.gov>, Jodi
Bush <jodi_bush@fws.gov>

Thank you David. Actually this is the first I've seen this particular proposal.  I've reviewed the
latter and map.  Montana Ecological Services Office has no concerns about threatened,
endangered, or candidate species; there should be no effects. Let me know if you need
anything more. - Ben

On Tue, Feb 7, 2017 at 4:02 PM, Allen, David <david_allen@fws.gov> wrote:
Hello Ben and Greg,

Ben, please see the attached letter from BNSF regarding their proposed abandonment of a
rail line through the town of Kalispell. You may be in the loop on this project already, but in
case you are not, BNSF has some ES-related questions.

Greg, as to the Refuge questions, the closest land the Service manages to this line is Batavia
WPA, about 3 miles to the west. I do not imagine that qualifies as "adjacent to or near the
line," but I'm sure that is a call for someone else to make. 

Please let me know if I can help with the response to BNSF. Thanks,

David Allen, J.D.
Realty Specialist 
National Wildlife Refuge System
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
585 Shepard Way, Suite 1
Helena, MT 59601
P: 406-671-8508
F: 406-449-5339

Working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats for the continuing
benefit of the American people.



---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Greg Langer <greg_langer@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Feb 7, 2017 at 3:39 PM
Subject: BNSF railway abandonment
To: David Allen <david_allen@fws.gov>, William Rogers <william_rogers@fws.gov>
Cc: Gary L Sullivan <Gary_L_Sullivan@fws.gov>

David,

 

Received this today, please review.

 

Also,

 

Can you please forward to the appropriate ES Montana field office employee for me.

 

thanks

 

Greg Langer

Realty Chief, R6

134 Union Blvd

Lakewood, CO 80228

303-236-8130  Office

720-320-8943  Cell

 

-- 
Ben Conard
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Montana Ecological Services Office
Creston Fish and Wildlife Center
780 Creston Hatchery Road



Kalispell, MT 59901
phone: (406) 758-6882



EXHIBIT G 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Boone. Christopher 
Thompson Emily Jean 
STB Docket No. AB6 (Sub-No. 49Sx) 
Monday, February 13, 2017 11:37:09 AM 

EXTERNAL EMAIL 
Hi Emily, 
Per your request for the above project. The BLM has no lands in those locations. Further, 
Threatened and/or Endangered species or t heir critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuge 
informat ion can be obtained from the local US Fish and Wildlife Service or Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks. 

Thank you 
Chris Boone 
State Biologist 



EXHIBITH 



RA/LWAY 

February 7, 2017 

Sue Masica, Regional Director 
National Park Service 
lntermountain Region 
12795 Alameda Parkway 
Denver, CO 80225 

Emily Thompson 
Paralegal 
Law Department 

BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive -AOB·3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131·2828 

tel 817-352-2376 
fax 817-352-2397 

Email - emily.thompson@bnsf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 495)(); BNSF Railway Company­
Abandonment Exemption - in Flathead County, Montana 

Enclosed please find BNSF Railway Company's ("BNSF") original correspondence dated 
January 31 , 2017. Also enclosed is a revised map of the subject railroad line. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above as soon as 
possible. You may contact me by email or telephone with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

z -\')\ 
Emily Thompson \ 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Karl Morell - Karl Morell & Associates - karlm@karlmorell.com 
James Mecone - BNSF - james.mecone@bnsf.com 



RA/L.WAY 

January 31, 2017 

Sue Masica, Regional Director 
National Park Service 
lntermountain Region 
12795 Alameda Parkway 
Denver, CO 80225 

Emily Thompson 
Paralegal 
I.aw Department 

BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive -AOB-3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2826 

tel 817 -352·2376 
fax 817-352-2397 

Email - em11y.thompson@bnst.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 495)(); BNSF Railway Company-
Abandonment Exemption - in Flathead County, Montana 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates fifing in March a Petition for Exemption 
seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-referenced docket 
to abandon approximately 2. 7 miles of track from Milepost 1225.19 to the south end of the 
line at Milepost 1227.58 and to the west end of the line at Engineering Station 189+36 
(Milepost 1227.10) in Kalispell, Flathead County, Montana. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not there 
are any wildlife sanctuaries or National or State parks or forests adjacent to or near the 
line, and 2) if so, what effects the proposed action may have on same. 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or 
rails. With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of 
way, the rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and 
any other metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from 
among the ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground 
material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good 
quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that 
will be re-sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap 
ties are loaded into railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved 
disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors 
are required to limiftheir activities to the width of the right of way and not 
to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. 



When the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not 
be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with 
gravel, asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals 
are also dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced 
rail material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each 
salvage contract includes detailed information on any environmental or 
historical conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis 
and imposed by the Suiface Transportation Board in their final decision. 
Completed work is independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or 
equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality 
and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if 
applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above as soon as 
possible. You may contact me by email or telephone with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

,-;;, - ·1~ ( -- L -'"\·-
Emily Th pson \ 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Karl Morell - Karl Morell & Associates - karlm@karlmorell.com 
James Mecone- BNSF- james.m@cone@bnsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mprk.norton@bnsf.cgm 
John Sims - BNSF - jolln.slms@bnsf.com 
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EXHIBIT I 



RA/LWAY 

February 7, 2017 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 2009-01 
Helena, MT 5620-0901 

Emily Thompson 
Paralegal 
Law Department 

BNSF RaHway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2828 

tel 817-352-2376 
fax 817-352-2397 

Email emily.thompson@bnsf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub~No. 495)(); BNSF Railway Company ­
Abandonment Exemption - in Flathead County, Montana 

Enclosed please find BNSF Railway Company's ("BNSF") original correspondence dated 
January 31, 2017. Also enclosed is a revised map of the subject railroad line. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above as soon as 
possible. You may contact me by email or telephone with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

~)~ 
Emily Thompson \ 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Karl Morell- Karl Morell & Associates - karlm@karlmorell.com 
James Mecone- BNSF - james.mecone@bnsf.com 



RA/LWAY 

January 31, 2017 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 5620-0901 

Emily Thompson 
Paralegal 
Law Department 

BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Olive -AOB·3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2828 

tel 817-352-2376 
fax 817-352-2397 

Email emily.lhompson@bnsf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 495)(); BNSF Railway Company ­
Abandonment Exemption - in Flathead County, Montana 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in March a Petition for Exemption 
seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-referenced docket 
to abandon approximately 2. 7 miles of track from Milepost 1225.19 to the south end of the 
line at Milepost 1227.58 and to the west end of the line at Engineering Station 189+36 
(Milepost 1227 .10) in Kalispell, Flathead County, Montana. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not this 
action will be consistent with Federal, State or local water quality standards, and 2) 
whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
("NPDES") permits are required for performance of the salvage activity described below. 
Please note: BNSF anticipates the proposed abandonment will not disturb more than 
one (1) acre of land. 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or 
rails. With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of 
way, the rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and 
any other metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from 
among the ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground 
material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good 
quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that 
will be re-sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap 
ties are loaded into railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved 
disposal site. 

The culve,ts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors 
are required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not 
to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. 



When the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not 
be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with 
gravel, asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals 
are also dismantled and removed. 

8NSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced 
rail material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each 
salvage contract includes detailed information on any environmental or 
historical conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis 
and imposed by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. 
Completed work is independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster ( or 
equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality 
and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if 
applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above as soon as 
possible. You may contact me by email or telephone with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

,...._;.> / 
< ~ -.\ 

Sincerely, t , 
c_ _ / :d r 
Emily Thom son \ 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Karl Morell - Karl Morell & Associates - karlm@karlmorell. com 
James Mecone - BNSF - james.mecone@bnsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - rnark.norton@bnsf.com 
John Sims - BNSF - john.sims@bnsf.com 
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EXHIBIT J 



RA/,1.WAY 

February 7, 2017 

US EPA Region 8 
80C-EISC 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

Emily Thompson 
Paralegal 
Law Department 

BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB·3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131 ·2828 

tel 817-352·2376 
fax 817-352-2397 

Email emily.thompson@bnsf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 495X); BNSF Railway Company­
Abandonment Exemption - in Flathead County, Montana 

Enclosed please find BNSF Railway Company's ("BNSF'') original correspondence dated 
January 31, 2017. Also enclosed is a revised map of the subject railroad line. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above as soon as 
possible. You may contact me by email or telephone with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

E~ t~~~--
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Karl Morell - Karl Morell & Associates - karlm@karlmorell.com 
James Mecone - BNSF - james.mecone@bnsf.com 



January 31, 2017 

US EPA Region 8 
80C-EISC 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

Emily Thompson 
Paralegal 
Law Department 

BNSf Railway Company 
2500 LOU Menk Drive -AOB·3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2828 
tel 817-352-2376 
fax 817·352·2397 

Email emUy.lhompson@bnsf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 495X); BNSF Railway Company­
Abandonment Exemption - in Flathead County, Montana 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in March a Petition for Exemption 
seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-referenced docket 
to abandon approximately 2. 7 miles of track from Milepost 1225.19 to the south end of the 
line at Milepost 1227.58 and to the west end of the line at Engineering Station 189+36 
(Milepost 1227.10) in Kalispell, Flathead County, Montana. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not this 
action will be consistent with Federal, State or local water quality standards, and 2) 
whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
("NPDES") permits are required for performance of the salvage activity described below. 
Please note: BNSF anticipates the proposed abandonment will not disturb more than 
one (1) acre of land. 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or 
rails. With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of 
way, the rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and 
any other metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from 
among the ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground 
material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good 
quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that 
will be re-sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap 
ties are loaded into railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved 
disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors 
are required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not 



to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. 
When the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not 
be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with 
gravel. asphalt or concrete. as required by governing authority. Any signals 
are also dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced 
rail material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each 
salvage contract includes detailed information on any environmental or 
historical conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis 
and imposed by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. 
Completed work is independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or 
equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality 
and all contractual obligations, including STB~imposed conditions, if 
applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above as soon as 
possible. You may contact me by email or telephone with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincere!~, \ r; " \ 

_S, \ , 
C -_j - ( 
Emily Thom son \. 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Karl Morell - Karl Morell & Associates - karlm@karlmorell.com 
James Mecone - BNSF - iames,mecone@bnsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.norton@bnsf.cgm 
John Sims-BNSF - john.sims@bnsf.com 



Kalispell; MT Abandonment Map 
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EXHIBITK 



REPLY TO 
ATT:NTION OF 

Regulatory Branch 
Montana State Program 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DlSTRICT 

HELENA REGULATORY OFFICE 
10 WEST 15Tli STREET, SUITE 2200 

HELENA, MONTANA 59626 

February 6, 2017 

Corps No. NW0-2017-00190-MTH 

Subject BNSF Railway - Rail and Tie Removal - Ashley Creek (Flathead County) 

Emily Thompson 
BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2828 

Dear Ms. Thompson: 

We are responding to your request for if a 404 permit is required for the above­
referenced project. Specifically, you are proposing the removal of the rail and ties for a 2.7 mile 
length of track. The project is located within Kalispell City, within Section 19, Town ship 28 N. 
Range 21 W, Principal Meridian, Latitude 48.193573°, Longitude -114.323974°, Flathead 
County, Montana. 

This project has been reviewed in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean Water .A.ct. 
Under the authority of Section 404, Department of the Army (DA) permits are required for the 
dfscharge of fill material into waters of the U S. Waters of the U.S. include the area below the 
ordinary high water mark of stream channels and lakes or ponds connected to the tributary 
system, and wetlands adjacent to these waters. Isolated waters and wetlands, as well as man­
made channels; may be waters of the U.S in certain circumstances, which must be determined 
on a case-by-case basis. Based on the information provided, a Department of the Army permit 
will not be required for this activity 

Based on the information you have provided on February 6, 2017, it appears that the 
proposed work will not result in the discharge of dredged or fill material within waters of the 
United States and does not involve work in, over or under navigable waters of the United States. 
Therefore, a DA permit is not required for this work. Me~sures should be taken to prevent 
construction materials, rails and related steel, railway ties and/or activities from entering any 
waters of the United States. Appropriate soil erosion and sedimP.nt controls should be 
implemented onsite to achieve this end. 

A lthougl1 a Department of the Army permit will not be required for this activity, this does 
not eliminate the requirements that other applicable federal, state, tribal, and local permits are 
obtained if needed. Please be advised that deviations from the original plans and specifications 
of this project could require additional allthorlzatlon from this office. 
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Please refer to identification number NW0-2017-00190-MTH in any correspondence 
concerning this project. If you have any questions, please contact Dylan Hickey by email at 
Dyfan.J.Hickey@usace.nrmy.mi( or telephone at (406) 441-1364. 

Sincerely, 

HICKEY.DYLANJER D'~t!il!yliftlc.:tb-f 
~IQ'.,.,.grv,1Jeflfl'l111H.,msm12 
DN: !"-~.U\Q..it~ G:w,mr,1~,1. ,-.i::OuO ,):.dl(I. 

EMIAH.1535865112 ~,:,ii;~.;;1~t;'t~;;:·'"" .... ;,,, ..... , 

Dylan Hickey 
Regulatory Project Manager 
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BigSky.BigLand.BigHistory. 

Montana 
Historical Society 

February 16, 20 l 7 

Ms. Emily Thompson 
BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive -AOB-3 
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828 

RE: BNSF Railway Company Abandonment Exemption 
Flathead County, Montana 

Dear Ms. Thompson: 

H1:5toric Prescn:atu,n 
Afosmm 

Outrmc/1 & fntnjndatian 
Publfrati o n.1 
Rnrarch Center 

Thunk you for the le tter (received February I 0, 2017) regarding the BNSF Railway Company 
Abandonment Exemption project in flathead County, rv!ontana. Is this project an extension of the City of 
Kalispell, Glacier Rail Park a nd Core Arca Trail Projec1? ff so we are in the process of working with 
Larry Squires from the fTA an~J the City of Kalispell to complete the Section I 06 process. 

If this is a different pr~ject, you will need to complete a records search with our office in order to 
determine any eligible cultural resources that may be within the project area. The form you need to 
complete to receivt: a rt:conl :st:ar~h can be found al http://mhs .m t,gov!Slm o/Cultura lRecords . Please note 
that in the State of Montana, we consider all major railroads Eligiq le for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion A. 

1f you have any comments or questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (406) 444--0388 or 
J 8ush:>:ii).mq~o_j:. Thank you for informing us of this project. 

Sincerely, .-------. (J - ~ 
-~~~t._ 

JQ sit:a Bush. M .A. 
K.cvicw and Compliance Officer, Deputy SllPO 
Montana State Historic Preservation Ottice 

rile: Loeal/Other - 2017 - 20 17021006 

2.25 :'forth Robert~ Street 
P.O. Box 2m201 

Helem~ MT 596:20· 1201 

1406) 4.j.4--26~)4 

( 106) <! 14-26!)6 1:L\: 
rnoncanahiswricalsod<'r.y.org 




