FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1rc

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 800 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-3208 www.fletcher-sippel.com

THOMAS J. LITWILER
(312) 252-1508

tlitwiler@fletcher-sippel.com May 31, 2019 247847
ENTERED
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING Office of Proceedings
May 31, 2019
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown Part of
Chief, Section of Administration Public Record
Office of Proceedings

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re:  SDM-1108 - The Blacklands Railroad
System Diagram Narrative

Dear Ms. Brown:

Attached for filing at the Board pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.12(a) and (d) are a
system diagram narrative for The Blacklands Railroad and an affidavit of service and
publication.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this filing.
Thank you for your assistance on this matter. Kind regards

TIL:tl

Attachments



AB-1108
THE BLACKLANDS RAILROAD
SYSTEM DIAGRAM NARRATIVE

The Blacklands Railroad (BLR) hereby provides notice, pursuant to the regulations of the
U.S. Surface Transportation Board at 49 C.F.R. 1152, Subpart B, that the following rail line
owned by the Northeast Texas Rural Rail Transportation District NETEX) and operated by BLR
has been placed in Category 1, reflecting BLR’s anticipation that the line will be the subject of a
discontinuance application by BLR within the next three years. NETEX holds a residual
common carrier obligation on the line and will be responsible for rail service on the line upon
BLR’s discontinuance of operations. NETEX has recently engaged in a course of conduct that is
inconsistent with NETEX’s contractual and other legal obligations to BLR and with the public
interest, and that has significantly affected the continued viability of rail operations on the line.

CATEGORY 1:

€)) Carrier's designation of line: BLR-NETEX Line
(b) State in which line is located: Texas
(c) Counties in which line is located: Hunt, Delta, Hopkins, Franklin and Titus
(d) Mileposts delineating line: Milepost 555.0 at Greenville (Simtrott), Texas to
milepost 489.41 near Winfield, Texas, including overhead trackage rights
over Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) from milepost 489.41 near
Winfield to milepost 479.0 at Mount Pleasant, Texas.
(¢)  Agency or terminal stations on line:
Greenville, milepost 551
Commerce, milepost 537
Sulphur Springs, milepost 518
Mount Vernon, milepost 495.3

NOTE: BLR will continue to provide local rail service on UP’s Winfield-Mount Pleasant rail
line pursuant to an existing lease arrangement with UP.

BLR will furnish a copy of this system diagram narrative to an interested person upon
reasonable request. Please contact BLR's counsel, Thomas J. Litwiler, Fletcher & Sippel LLC,
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60606-3208, (312) 252-1500, tlitwiler@fletcher-
sippel.com.
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AFFIDAVIT OF
SERVICE AND PUBLICATION
49 C.F.R. § 1152.12(d)

I hereby certify, on behalf of The Blacklands Railroad, that:
1. Service. On May 3, 2019, a copy of the attached system diagram narrative was served by
first class mail, postage prepaid, upon the Governor and public service commission/designated

state agency of the State of Texas, as follows:

Hon. Greg Abbott
Governor

State of Texas

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, TX 78711-2428

Mr. Peter Espy

Director, Rail Division

Texas Department of Transportation
125 East 11™ Street

Austin, TX 78701-2483

2. Publication: The attached system diagram narrative was published in the following

newspapers in each county through which the relevant rail line passes:

County Newspaper Date
Hunt Herald-Banner April 27,2019
(Greenville)
Delta Cooper Review May 2, 2019
(Cooper)
Hopkins The Sulphur Springs News-Telegram April 27,2019
(Sulphur Springs)
Franklin Mount Vernon Optic-Herald May 2, 2019
(Mount Vernon)
Titus Mount Pleasant Tribune May 1, 2019
(Mount Pleasant)

Affidavits of publication from each of these newspapers are attached.



3. Posting: On April 26, 2019, a copy of the attached system diagram narrative was posted
any each BLR station through which business for the relevant line is received or forwarded, as
follows:

Blacklands Railroad Depot

641 Church Street
Sulphur Springs, TX 75482

Crhgias J. Litwiler

Dated: May 31, 2019



AB-1108
THE BLACKLANDS RAILROAD
SYSTEM DIAGRAM NARRATIVE

The Blacklands Railroad (BLR) hereby provides notice, pursuant to the regulations of the
U.S. Surface Transportation Board at 49 C.F.R. 1152, Subpart B, that the following rail line
owned by the Northeast Texas Rural Rail Transportation District (NETEX) and operated by BLR
has been placed in Category 1, reflecting BLR’s anticipation that the line will be the subject of a
discontinuance application by BLR within the next three years. NETEX holds a residual
common carrier obligation on the line and will be responsible for rail service on the line upon
BLR’s discontinuance of operations. NETEX has recently engaged in a course of conduct that is
inconsistent with NETEX’s contractual and other legal obligations to BLR and with the public
interest, and that has significantly affected the continued viability of rail operations on the line.

CATEGORY 1:

@ Carrier's designation of line: BLR-NETEX Line
(b) State in which line is located: Texas
(©) Counties in which line is located: Hunt, Delta, Hopkins, Franklin and Titus
(d) Mileposts delineating line: Milepost 555.0 at Greenville (Simtrott), Texas to
milepost 489.41 near Winfield, Texas, including overhead trackage rights
over Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) from milepost 489.41 near
Winfield to milepost 479.0 at Mount Pleasant, Texas.
(e) Agency or terminal stations on line:
Greenville, milepost 551
Commerce, milepost 537
Sulphur Springs, milepost 518
Mount Vernon, milepost 495.3

NOTE: BLR will continue to provide local rail service on UP’s Winfield-Mount Pleasant rail
line pursuant to an existing lease arrangement with UP.

BLR will furnish a copy of this system diagram narrative to an interested person upon
reasonable request. Please contact BLR's counsel, Thomas J. Litwiler, Fletcher & Sippel LLC,
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60606-3208, (312) 252-1500, tlitwiler@fletcher-
sippel.com.
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‘Thursday, May 2, 2019

By Festus Hagen

Ben Franklin News

Well another week of
rain has come and the grass
just shoots up each day. |
do have to say, though, the
roses and irises everywhere
are just beautiful. The yards
are looking very lush and
green this time of year. |
have hung out my humming
bird feeders and so far have
seen one and filled all my
bird feeders, too, and the
birds are really going after
the goodies.

This Thursday, May 2,
will be the Delta County
Public Library luncheon
and it will be another good
one with all kinds of tasty
vittles. The menu includes
chicken salad, Texas Caviar,
cherry pie filling salad, dill
crackers, honeybunny cake
and banana bread brownies.
Hope to see all you fine
folks there this Thursday
for some visiting and good
eats.

This Saturday, May 4th,
will be the annual 20 mile
garage sale and Market
on the Square in Ladonia.
Garage sales will be going
on in Ladonia with vendors
set up on the square, also,
and garage sales in Bug
Tussle, Pecan Gap, Ben
Franklin and Dial. For

more details contact @
coladonia.org. and phone
numbers 972-757-8920 or
469-222-2955. There will
also be food vendors on the
square and some scattered
along the 20-mile route.
Hopefully, the rain will
have slowed down enough
for every one to have a
good time.

Sunday, May 5th will
be the 63rd Annual,Ben
Franklin Garden of
Memories Cemetery
Association’s homecoming
held in the BFGM Chapel
building. There will be a
brief membership meeting
and a potluck luncheon
starting with registration at
11 am. The BFGM Assoc.
will be furnishing fried
chicken, rolls and drinks
and attendees are asked
to bring a covered dish
of their choice and/or a
dessert. All our trustees will
be on hand to serve up the
food and help as needed.
These fine  volunteers
include Loyd and Audrey
Vandygriff, Jan Moore,
Julie Lovell, Margie Long,
Dr. Torance Vandygriff,
Peggy Johnston, Ladoice
Hervey and Ron Spear.
Our last three potlucks for

the homecoming have been
successful with plenty of
food for everyone. It is a
special time for former and
present Ben Franklin and
Delta County residents to
come together for a visit
and in remembrance of
those no longer with us. We
also pay respects to all our
serving veterans and those
who are no longer with us.
As a reminder, even though
we have this event early in
May, we do still put out the
flags for veterans resting in
the cemetery for Memorial
Day which has been our
tradition and quietly done
by Loyd and Audrey
Vandygriff for years.

Prayers and thoughts
for healing go out to Pam
Cattabiani, Jim Conrad and
Oleada Morris and all our
friends who may be having
health concerns.

| thought of the Cooper

Cleanup Crew when | read
this quote and wanted to
share.

"Never doubt that
a small group of
thoughtful,committed
citizens can change the
world; indeed , it’s the
only thing that ever has."-
Margaret Mead

Looking for Information about
These Names in the Stars

By Janis Thomas,
Editor

Following is a list of
the names that are in the
stars outside Miller’s
Drugstore. If you know
how these people got
their animal nicknames
or anything else about
them, please contact
Cooper Review, either at

jthomas@cooperreview.
com or 903-395-2175.
We plan to run an article
about each of them.

Donkey Jones, Fishy
George, Bull Tom Dar-
win, Rabbit Mims, Stud
Stovall, Cow Holcomb,
Bunny Burns, Bat Poteet,
Poacher Watkins, Bear
Wilkins, Possum Pence,
Fox Clark, ET on the

Cooper Marble & Granite Works

Gratefully serving NE Texas since 1908
East End Waco Ave. Cooper, Texas
903-395-2555 or 1-800-999-7918
pioneermemorials@verizon.net

451 SW First Street
Cooper, Texas 75432

DELT

FUNERAL HOME

Serving Cooper & All of Delta County
""The Name You Know.
The People You Can Trust!"

www.deltafuneralhome.com
George Stapp - President

A

903-395-2165

Delta County Civic Center

221 E Bonham Ave, Cooper, TX 75432

Senior Center Activities
Open 9 a.m. till Noon

Everyone is invited!
Great way to meet new people.

Hot Lunch Daily from 11 a.m. to noon.
Bingo on Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Exercise Classes on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 10am. to 11am.
Other presentations throughout the month
— look for announcements.

5 Lt
CHURCH FISH FRY

Saturday, May 4th ~5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
@j Ignite Ministries
: 628 FM 1528

y Cooper, Texas

$10 Per Person; kids under 5 eat free.
Eat until the food is gone.

Silent Auction
FOQD: Fish, fries, hush puppies, cole slaw, beans, desserts,
tea and more!

Fundraiser for Ignite Student Ministry.

COME SUPPORT US!
www.ignitechristians. com

River, Wild Hog Man,
Snake Stockton, Coon
Cummings, Puss Irwin,
Cat Kinslow, Buck Day,
Hosseye Hubbard, Puss
McGuyer, Turkey Beck-
ham, Chick Cavanaugh,
Racehorse  Johnson,
Hoss  Chesnut, Rab-
bit Foster, Bull Bettes,
Goat Smith, Baby Beef
Chandler, Foxy Roan,
Goebel Templeton, Sal-
lie Crowder, Wolf Low-

ery, Hawk McBride,
Hoss  Sloan, Mule
Clark, Skeeter Sims,

Bear Rainey, Hoot Owl
Hatcher, Pig Choate,
Hoss Wilhite.

Public Notice

| Classified Section |

Service
Directory

( orive way Repair  shredding \

Vord Leveling  Garden Plowing

Inm| Scotty Stegall
mgos.susem
CH0 ™ oiemnomcon
o ob to0 BIG ox to0 snalt )
Delta Glass

Residential/Commercial

903-395-2007

Public Notice

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given
that  original  Letters
Testamentary ~ for  the

Estate of Mozelle M. Ray,
Deceased, were issued on
April 22, 2019, in Cause
No. A3258, pending in
the County Court of Delta
County, Texas, to: Carlton

Public Notice

Delta County
Clean-up
Extended

Through May 5

Dumpsters available at all
four Precinct Barns.
No tires.

Public Notice

Ray Martin.

All persons having
claims against this Estate
which is currently being
administered are required
to present them to the
undersigned  within  the
time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

c/o: Cynthia Humphries
Attorney at Law

P. O. Box 162

Cooper, TX 75432

DATED the 22nd day of
April, 2019.

Cynthia Humphries
Attorney for Carlton Ray
Martin

State Bar No.: 10277390
P. O. Box 162
Cooper, TX 75432
Telephone:  (903)
2210

Facsimile: (903) 395-2210
E-mail: cindyh@cumbytel.
com

Subscribe

Subscribe to
the Cooper
Review
903-395-2175

395-

Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICE:

This Texas Lottery Commission scratch ticket game will close on May
18, 2019. You have until November 14, 2019, to redeem any tickets
for this game: #2101 Holiday Cash Drop ($2) overall odds are 1 in
4.55. These Texas Lottery Commission scratch ticket games will close
on July 3, 2019. You have until December 30, 2019, to redeem any
tickets for these games: #2071 Lucky Dog ($1) overall odds are 1 in
4.99, #2081 Double Bonus Crossword ($3) overall odds are 1 in 3.61,
#2102 Money Madness ($5) overall odds are 1in 4.10, #2096 Season’s
Greetings ($10) overall odds are 1 in 3.45, #1759 $200 Million Payout
($10) overall odds are 1 in 3.28, #1671 $500,000,000 Cash ($20) overall
odds are 1 in 2.76, #2014 Mega 7’s ($20) overall odds are 1 in 3.05,
#2030 Ultimate 7’s ($50) overall odds are 1 in 3.38. Txlottery.org is
the official source for all pertinent game information. Game closing
procedures may be initiated for documented business reasons. These
games may have prizes unclaimed, including top prizes. In addition,
game closing procedures will be initiated when all top prizes have been
claimed. During closing, games may be sold even after all top prizes
have been claimed. Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. For help
with a gambling problem, ncpgambling.org. © 2019 Texas Lottery
Commission. PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

CATEGORY 1:

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d

(€

sippel.com.
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AB-1108
THE BLACKLANDS RAILROAD
SYSTEM DIAGRAM NARRATIVE

The Blacklands Railroad (BLR) hereby provides notice, pursuant to the regulations of the
U.S. Surface Transportation Board at 49 C.F.R. 1152, Subpart B, that the following rail line
owned by the Northeast Texas Rural Rail Transportation District (NETEX) and operated by BLR
has been placed in Category 1, reflecting BLR s anticipation that the line will be the subject of a
discontinuance application by BLR within the next three years. NETEX holds a residual
common carrier obligation on the line and will be responsible for rail service on the line upon
BLR’s discontinuance of operations. NETEX has recently engaged in a course of conduct that is
inconsistent with NETEX s contractual and other legal obligations to BLR and with the public
interest, and that has significantly affected the continued viability of rail operations on the line.

Carrier's designation of line: BLR-NETEX Line

State in which line is located: Texas

Counties in which line is located: Hunt, Delta, Hopkins, Franklin and Titus

Mileposts delineating line: Milepost 555.0 at Greenville (Simtrott), Texas to
milepost 489.41 near Winfield, Texas, including overhead trackage rights
over Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) from milepost 489.41 near
Winfield to milepost 479.0 at Mount Pleasant, Texas.

Agency or terminal stations on line:
Greenville, milepost 551
Commerce, milepost 537
Sulphur Springs, milepost 518
Mount Vernon, milepost 495.3

NOTE: BLR will continue to provide local rail service on UP’s Winfield-Mount Pleasant rail
line pursuant to an existing lease arrangement with UP.

BLR will furnish a copy of this system diagram narrative to an interested person upon
reasonable request. Please contact BLR's counsel, Thomas J. Litwiler, Fletcher & Sippel LLC,
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60606-3208, (312) 252-1500, tlitwiler@fletcher-
























