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COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF A EXEMPTION RE QUEST

By petition filed on August 24, 2007, The Kansas City Southern Railway Company
("KCS") and Vicksburg Southern Railroad, Inc ("VSOR"™) sought authonty to abandon, and
discontinue operations over. approximaicly 4 25 miles of rail linc 1n Warren County, MS In 1ts
petition, KCS requested that 1t be exempt from the provisions of 49 U S C §10904 regarding the
filing of offers of financial assistance ("OFA") 1n abandonment proceedings On October 2, 2007,
Mr Raymond B English {("English") filed a "Reply to Petitioner's Request 1o be Exempt From
49U S C §10904" whereby English requested that the Surface Transportation Board ("STB")
deny KCS's request to be exempt from the OFA process The City of Vicksburg ("City”) hereby
files 1n support of KCS's request

The City understands that the STB has to balance the needs of the shipper and the pubhic
nced for abandonment The City supports the exemption request in hght of Lake's filing stating



that leaving the rail line will have such sigmificant impacts as to make 1ts development
uncconomic and therefore, unlikely to happen
Based on the economic benefits to the citizens of the City of Vicksburg, the nght-of-way
18 needed for a valid public purposc which is greater than the public need for continued raul
service over the night-of-way There 1s a genuine public need for granting the abandonment and
it 18 not driven solely by the desire to use the nght-of-way ("ROW™) for a trail, but for the
benefits that a $230 Million dollar project will bring to the Vickshurg community
The Lake's development would bring to Vicksburg approximately 1900 full and part
time jobs with an annual payroll over $21 Million dollars, over $2 Million in annual property
taxes for the city, county and school district, not to mention the sales tax revenue to the statc, and
city Not only i1s this an cconomic benefit to the citizens, it 1s a quality of life bencfit as well
because the city would usc the abandoncd trucks as a trail Conversion of the Iinc's ROW to a
trail would result 1n a new recrcational feature for Vicksburg residents, along with a proposed
golf course and public park faciliies connected by the tral In addition, removal of the line
would chiminate five at-grade crossings so that traffic flow and public safcty would be improved,
and there are no stgnificant environmental impacts, associated with abandoning the line and
salvaging the wracks Clearly the ROW is necded for a valid pubhic bencfit
With all due respect to Mr English, his company, Foam Packaging, 1s the only shipper
on the raillroad line out of numerous mdustrics further south of him along the rlght-olf-way None
of thosc industries use the rail now, nor do they have any interest in so using the rail as has been
represented to the City The City understands that KCS has agreed to work with Foam to move

Foam's transload location from the cxisting ROW to another location on RCS's tracks but a few
milcs away Hopefully, this can be accomplished without any significant increase in cost 1o Foam
Packaging When comparced to the loss of significant economic development causcd by continued
rail service over the ROW, the inconvenience to Foam Packaging 1s minimal

The City believes that the economic development opportinitics along with the
recreational tranl are a valid pubhic purpose for the ROW As such, RCS's request to be exempted

from the OFA process 1s more than justified Accordingly, the City supports RCS's request for an



excmption from the OFA process.'

Respectfully submutted,

»ﬂmgh)%wm

Nancy D Thomas Vicksburg
Legal Department P O Box 150
Vicksburg, MS 39181

Atlorney for the City of Vicksburg, MS

Dated November 2, 2007



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hercby certify that 1 have this day served a copy of the foregoing Comments In Support of
An OF A Exemption Request by mailing copies of the same via prepaid first class mail to all parties
of record 1n these proceedings

Dated at Vicksburg, MS, this 2nd day of November 2007
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