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July 23,2008

Senator Richard Durbisi’ - :
309 Hart Senate Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Canadian Nationsl RﬁﬂwayPurc'has‘é of the EJ&E -

Dear Senator Durbin:

As a resident of a connnumty t.hax will be. greatly harmed by the number of fieight trains that
would operate through the region if Canadian National Railway (CN) is allowed to purchase the
BJ&E rail line, I ask that you do everything in your power to stop this dea] before it is foo late.

While I understand that the Surface Tmnspoxtauon Board (STB) is charged with the review and
approval process for transactions of this type, it is my understanding that the STB has almost no
history of denying railroad applications as its mandate is to foster rail commerce — not protect

communities from the actions of the raifroads.
Thank you for all the work you've done to understand the significant issues related fo public

safety, environment, traffic gridlock, emergency response times, and economic Joses that are not
be adequately dealt with by the Canadian National Railway. I appreciate your public opposition
of this tramsaction and ask that you step in as our federsl elected representatives and take
whatever action necessary in order to prevent a transaction that will devastate the economic

viability and livability of your congressional districts.

In addition fo my concetns about the impaots of this transaction, I would also-ask that you help
us to ensure that the following two issues are fully and adequately addressed:

¢ CN’s unwillingness to provide freight traffic projections beyond three yoars (a cut off
that precedes the Phase 2 expansion of the major new port served by CN — the Port of
Prince Rupert in western Canada). CN needs to provide capacity data and operational
projections to 2020 at the very least. If the American Association of Railroads can

demand taxpayer investments in rail infrastructure to acconamodate a projected growth in
rail fmght of 88% by 2035, it is inconceivable that the CN cannot quantify its own long

range business pro;ect.tons involving the EJ&E.

¢ Dueto the sxgnxﬁcance of the potentml lmpac(:s to our communities and region, we must
ask for & longer review penod than 45 days to respond to the DEIS. Commuuities need
120 days for a due diligence review that can adequately examine the data used to'amrive at -

_ the conclusions and to respond to the study’s findings.
H{ove)



the region. I fail to see how this 1s the case

Canadian National says this transaction will benefit
terests and do everything in your power to

and trust that you will represent your constjtvents’ in
stop this acquisition. oo

Additional Comments:

Sincerely, '
Name: W/\,Q/ C. /Me/’/&p Lb;f{&k
Address: [TLC M@Q&Q@Q@acu / ﬁ.{u‘(‘_

M\j)’\ %@( (> 5@ 2 7




	page 1
	page 2

