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Surface Transportation Board – Scoping Comments

Great Lakes Basin Rail Line Project

Calhan – Anderson Farm

MM 115 - 116

Proposed rails cross Carson Creek at Mile Marker 116.

Just past MM 116, on the north side of the I&M Canal, the proposed rail line crosses over a buried oil pipe line (Dome).
The farm was originally established by Robert Calhan in 1892 with the purchase of 107 acres on Old Stage  Road. 210 adjoining acres were purchased in 1905 to complete the current family farm. It is registered with the Illinois Department of Agriculture and has been given Centennial Farm status.

The north eastern piece of the Calhan-Anderson farm, approximately 100 acres, will become land locked by the proposed rail line.
All generations have established and maintained a buried field tile systems to manage surface water drainage to make the farm profitable. The first drainage system was installed in the early 1900’s to drain surface water on the north half of the farm. A more elaborate drainage system was implemented in the late 1940’s and provides drainage for the entire farm. All established farm drainage is buried clay tile ranging from 18” main line and 12” to 4” in diameter trunk and feeder lines. Farm field drainage will be impacted by the proposed rail line. Failure to be able to manage surface water would make 1/3 of the tillable farm ground unproductive for farming. This can be confirmed by looking at aerial views of neighboring properties to the east and west that are not supported by managed field tile systems.
The proposed rail line will permanently bury American Indian artifacts that are waiting to be discovered. They have been actively collected by six generations of the Calhan family. Historical accounts of a Native American village have been passed by early Calhan family members and local historians. This important piece of local history has been cultivated in each new generation of the Calhan and Andersons. The still to be discovered artifacts will be lost forever. (provide picture of four generations with axe head)
Wildlife that will be impacted is white tail deer, coyote, pheasant and rabbit. There are currently two generations harvesting wildlife from this family farm. The introduction of rails and train traffic will drive the wildlife off the farm.
A ground level rail crossing with safety lights for farming implements to mitigate the loss of access of tillable acres that will become land locked. GLB is designing the railroad as a complete Quiet Zone with no horn blowing at road crossings along the entire network. Proposed numbers of trains, speeds, curve and elevations of rails raise safety concerns for the movement of farming equipment across the rails.
A cattle culvert will be required to mitigate the loss of access to permanent pasture that will be land locked.

Additional fencing will be required to prevent cattle access to rail right of way.

