January 23, 2008

Prestwick Homeowners Association Meeting with Jerry Ducay,  Frankfort Village Manager Regarding CN’s Proposed Acquisition of the EJ&E Railroad

The Prestwick Homeowners Association (PHA) would like the Village of Frankfort to convey and discuss the following issues and/or concerns with appropriate entities.

From the perspective of the PHA, the best case scenario would be that the Surface Transportation Board (STB) denies CN’s acquisition of the EJ&E.  If this is not the outcome and CN’s acquisition is approved, then PHA would like the following “restrictions – conditions” to be a part of STB’s final approval report.  (Perhaps the cost of all STB required changes will be costly enough to have CN back out of the proposed acquisition.)

I. A raised grade separation be constructed at the Harlem Avenue – EJ&E tracks.  A four-lane Harlem Avenue overpass would then carry vehicular traffic over the current RR tracks.  Aberdeen Road would pass under the overpass (into Cook County) and access Harlem Avenue from the East.

II. A PHA “quiet zone” be enforced starting at Ridgeland Avenue on the East to Center Street to the West.  Train idling would also be prohibited in this stretch of tracks.

III. Sound absorbent concrete walls or earthen berms, with suitable plantings, be installed on the North and South sides of the RR tracks in the Prestwick community.

IV. The earthen dam, located just to the South of the Prestwick communities be inspected by licensed Civil Engineers and the dam reinforced as necessary to assure its integrity and prevent any structural failure due to increased RR traffic and tonnage.

In regards to the Harlem Avenue overpass, the Village of Frankfort should request Cook County to agree to “hold up” on all phases of their Harlem Avenue widening project until the EJ&E acquisition is approved or disapproved by the Federal Government’s STB.

To firm up the Harlem Overpass STB conditional agreement, the Village of Frankfort and the County of Will need to convince the County of Cook to conduct negotiations with CN personnel, at the appropriate time, and get CN to agree to this overpass.  If CN is not in agreement then the STB needs to be convinced that an overpass is needed.  Since Cook County maintains Harlem Avenue, we (PHA) assume that they are the governmental body that must conduct negotiations with CN and the STB on this issue.  

If an overpass is constructed prior to the widening of Harlem Avenue, then the four lane overpass bridge would probably be built East of the existing two lane Harlem Avenue (still in use during the construction of the overpass).  This would require the removal and relocation of the Commonwealth Edison high-tension electrical tower, just South of the RR tracks.  The Village of Frankfort should get Cook County to agree that if a Harlem Avenue overpass is to be constructed, then the new four-lane Harlem Avenue will be moved much further East then currently planned.  This would allow for enhanced sidewalks and bike paths paralleling Harlem on the West (Frankfort) side of the road especially in the PHA area.

Since our residential community is hilly, some EJ&E tracks are situated “above” our resident’s lots while in other areas the RR tracks are at or below the homeowner’s lots.  To get an “engineering” basis for berms or sound proofing walls, PHA requests the Village of Frankfort engage a consultant to take “decibel” and “vibration” readings along the RR tracks to determine where such sound  - vibration reducing facilities should be installed.

Jim Nolting

President, Prestwick Homeowners Association
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