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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

2800 BERLIN TURNFIKE, PO BOX 317546
NEWINC;Ih'(:: CONW.’?WIJS%

August 11, 2008

v
%
The Honorable Anne K. Quinlan 1/
Surface Transportation Board 9\9\
395 I Street S.W.
Washington. D.C. 20024 oﬁcaEgﬁ,E,EEe%dmﬁ
Dear Secretary Quinlan- AUG 12 2003

Subject STR Finsncc Ducket No 35147, Norfulk Southem Ratlway Cormpany, . PLSL o
Pan Am Railways, Inc., et al, Joint Control and Operating/Pooling
Agreements, Pan Am Southern, LLC

The Comnecticut Department of Transportation (Department) has reviewed the
application by Norfolk Southern Rantway Company and Pan Am Railways, Inc to create Pan Am
Southern, LLC This new cnlity would essentially assume control of the rail freight operations i
Connecticut, currently performed by Springfield Terminal Railway, a umt of Pan Am Ranlways,
Inc 71his rather extensive proposal put forth by Norfolk Southern Railway Company and Pan Am
Railways, Inc. does not indicatc any planned upgrades n service promation, scrvice frequency, or
capital investment on rail properties owned or operated in Connecticut,

The Department supports the proposal to ereatc Pan Am Southern, LLC, provided that no
competitive options are eliminated 1n Comecticut. The plans for the Patriot Cornidor call for
sigmificant private capital investment m a major freight artery which connects Connecticut and
southern New England to the Mid-Aflantic and Midwest 1lowever, due to (he possible re-routing
of freight traffic away from the newly-established micrchange between the New England Ceniral
Ralroad Company and Providence & Worcester Railroad Company at Willimantie, the
Department requests additional time to study the possible implications of the Patriot Corridor
proposal

I'he Department notes that improved local Connecticut rail freight service can help to
retam and attract manufacluring, processing and distnbution facihies, along with the broader
local econormc growth that sprngs forth from such private investment, Pan Am Railway, Inc 's
frexght service on Lthe Waterbury Branch, specifically irom Highland Junction in Waterbury to
Derby, has dwindled 10 service-as-requested, currently less than one day per month. The -
Department believes that there 15 sigmficant rail freight potential on the Waterbury Branch, and
that a more focused and aggressive effort must be put forth to promotc and expand rail freaght
service.
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To umprove the development of rail frcight in Connecticut, the Department requests thas
Interchange Agreements be established within three years between Pan Am Southern, L1.C the
Naugatuck Railroad Company, the Housatonic Rarlroad Company, and with the Providence &
Worcester Rarlroad Company.

Likewise, the Department requesty that the inactive microhange hetween Pan Am
Railways, Inc. and the Connectrcut Southern Railroad Company at Hartford be re-activated to
promotée the movement of freight mto Connecticut frum northern New England and Atlantic
Canada. Lhe establishment of an Interchange Agreement betwceen Pan Am Southern, LLC and
the Cenlral New Fngland Raslroad Company at Hartford 15 requested

Finally, the Department would like to go on record m support of the future re-
establihment of a razl connection between East Longmeadow and Springfield, Massachusetts, a
distance of approximately cight miles This Pan Am Raitways, Inc -owned right-of-way connects
durectly with the Department’s Armory Branch al Enfield. Connecticut. The Department and its
pattner, the State of Massachusetts, arc engaged in an acve planning eflort to binld a commuter
rail service between New Haven and Hartford, Connecticut 1o Springfield, Massuchuserts A
functioning Armory Branch would provide a valuable alternate roulc between [larttord,
Connecticut and Springfield, Massachusetts for freight tram detours, work cquipment moves, and
potential passenger train delours or deadheud equipment moves

The Department supports the proposal to creac Pan Am Southern, LLC, conditioned by
development of a business strategy to achicve the ahove requests m a prompt and rcasonable
fashion

Very truly yours,
"Eug.ene Colone

Rail Admnistrator
Bureau of Public ‘| ransportation
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