
Office of Economics 

Surface Transportation Board 
Wasl,ington, D. C. 20423-0001 

September 25, 2018 
Wesley W. Wilson 
Department of Economics 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403-1285 

Re: Waybill Request WB18-29 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

The Surface Transportation Board (SIB) has received your request under 49 C.F.R. § 
1244.9(c) of August 31, 2018 for permission to access the confidential Carload Waybill Sample 
(CCWS) with unmasked revenues. Your request explained that the requested data would allow 
for the continuation of academic research on the railroad industry. Specifically, you requested to 
use the 1983-2017 Waybill Samples. Notice of your request was published in the Federal 
Register on September 10, 2018 and no objections were received. 

Based on the complete and sufficiently detailed explanations and justifications contained 
in your request, you will be authorized to access the requested data. Specifically, you will have 
access to the 1984-2017 Waybill Samples with unmasked revenues. The 2017 Waybill Sample 
will be released when it is ready. This data may only be used for the purpose detailed in your 
request. This approval becomes effective when signed agreements from the individuals listed 
below are received by the STB: 

a) Wesley W. Wilson
b) Frank A. Wolak
c) Kenneth D. Boyer (currently has not submitted an agreement)
d) Brett Garcia
e) Tobias Systma
f) Curtis Dlouhy 

The expiration date for this agreement is September 30, 2019. Unless you seek and 
obtain a renewal from the STB, this agreement upon expiration obligates you to return or destroy 
all copies of the data (see item 6 of the agreement). 

Several aspects of the CCWS limit the conclusions that may be drawn from analysis of 
the CCWS: 1) the CCWS is a sample, and 2) the CCWS is based on terminating shipments from 
relatively large carriers. Only those railroads with more than 4,500 annual terminating carloads 
are included in the sample. The limited sampling of small railroads may have a substantial effect 
on studies covering areas served predominately by non-sampled railroads. For additional 
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CCWS data (including all work product and analyses derived from the 
CCWS) obtained under this agreement has been destroyed or returned to the 
STB. 

7. Failure to request an extension (if necessary), or destroy or return CCWS data
when required, may prevent any future release of CCWS data to you. Violations
of this agreement may subject you to sanctions by the Board.

After you sign and return this agreement, please contact Mr. Dusenberry (202-245-0319) 
to make the necessary arrangements to have a copy of the data sent to you. The STB will 
provide the data by email through file transfer protocol. The STB requests that you pay 
processing and mailing costs in the amount of $336. 

Sincerely, 

William Brennan 
Director 
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