LAW OFFICES OF
LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC

LOUIS E. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
Lou@lgraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

(410)296-2250

MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 332-0885
Melanie@lgraillaw.com

November 8, 2024

Ms. Danielle Gosselin

Director, Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423

Re:  Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 81X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Marion County, IN

Dear Ms. Gosselin:

Enclosed for electronic filing is a letter dated November 7, 2024, from the State of
Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology
finding that while the Eagle Creek Bridge may meet the criteria for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places based on the information provided the DNR does not believe that the
characteristics that qualify the bridge for inclusion in the National Register will be diminished as
a result of the project. Additionally, DNR recommends that if any prehistoric or historic
archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or
earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and Indiana Code 14-21-1-29)
requires that the discovery be reported to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division
of Historic Preservation and Archaeology within two (2) business days.

Sincerely yours,

Vs o ,,
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Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for CSX Transportation, Inc.

Enclosure



DNR Indiana Departmeant Eric Holcomb, Governor
of Matural Resources Daniel W. Bortner, Director
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Wovember 7, 2024

Melanis B. Yashin

The Law Offices of Lowi: E. Grtomer, LLC
300 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301

Towson, Maryland 21204

Federal Apency:  Surface Transportaton Board

Fe: Pmject information regarding the abandonment of a 1 8 mile lenzth of rail Ime that roms paralls] to
Eentucky Avemue on its Wortheast Great Lakes Division, Indianapolis Terminal Subdivisson
Craven Industrial Track (S5TB Docket Mo, AB-53 (Sub-Mo. 818X]); DHPA No. 32964)

Purzuant toe Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.5.C. § 306108) and 34§ C.F E_ Pant 200, the saff of the
Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (“Indiana SHPO™) has conducted an analysis of the matenals dated October 8, 2024,
and received Ocrober 8, 2024, for the above mdicated project, which is proposad for arsas located in Wayne Township, m the
Cry of Indianapalis, Maren County, Indiana.

In t=mms of mpacts of proposed project-related ground-distorbing activites e archasological resources, bassd upon the
submitted information and the documentadon available to the staff of the Indiana SHPO, we have not identified any currently
known archaselogical resources lsted in or eligible for inclusion in the Wartiopal Begister of Historic Places ("WEHP™) within
the proposed project area. Howewver, this identification is subject to the pround-distarbing project-related activities remaining
within areas distarbed by previous construction of a recent and non-historical natare. If archasological deposits are ancountersd
from the post-comtact pmud. they will be evaluated regarding their eligibility for the NEHP in consuliation with the staff of
the Indiana SHPO. Please confact our office if such deposits are epcountered. The archasological recording must be done in
accordance with the Secretary of the Intericr’s “Standards and Guidelines for Archasalogy and Historic Preservation”™ (48 FRL
44716) and a repert of the archaselogical docomentation must be submirred to our office for review and comment

If any prehistoric or historic archaeological artifacts or buman remains are uncoversd during construction, demolition, or
earthmoving activides, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and Indiana Code 14-11-1-29) reguires that the discovery be
reporied to the Indiana Depariment of Wamral Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and Archasolozy within two {2)
business days. In that event, please call (317) 232-1644. Be advised that adberence to Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and Indiana
Cods 14-11-1-29 doe: not obwiate the need o adhere to applicable federal starores and regulations, inchiding bar not limired to
35 C.FE. Part 800

In regard to boildings and smecmres, we have identified the following property within the probable area of potential effects,
and we belisve that if may mest the cntena of eligthility for inchision m the Mational Register of Histonc Places: Big Eagle
Creek Bridge (Historic Bridge ID: HB-1046) a5 a whole consists of two different of bridzes, the Fennsylvania EE: Eagle
Creel: Bridge (Indiana Historic Sites and Stroctores Inventory {“THSS5I™ No. 098-392-02674 and the Iron REail Road
(IHS5I No. 007-392-56145).

We note that the proposed project, in addition to abandoning the line, inftends to remove the remaining rail and coossties, and
poszibly the upper layer of ballast but will not disnoh sub-grade fearores or strocmres and will leave all bridess in place.
Therafore, based on the information provided wo our effice, we do not believe the characteristics that qualify the above idendfied
historic properiies for inchision in the Mattonal Register will be dimmished as a resulf of this project.

Upon completing its own idenfification and evaluation effonts, it would be appropriate for the Surface Transportation Board ta
mnalyze the nformation that has been gathered from the Indiana SHPO, the gensrl public, and any other consulting parties
and make the necessary determinations and fndings. Please refer to the following comments for guidance:

The DIME mizgion: Protect, enfonos, preserve ond wisely sse notural WW.DNH.'N.gD‘V
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Mlamin B. Yashin
Mosspsher 7, 2024
Pagul

1} If the Surface Trapsportation Board beliewe that a finding of “Wo Adwverse Effect” acomately reflects its
aszessment, then it shall prowvide documentation of s finding as set forth in 36 CFR. §500.11() to the
Indiana SHPO, notify all consulting parties. and make the documentation available for public inspection (36
CFER 552005 [b-c] and 3002[4][2]1

1) If on the other hand, the Surface Transportation Beard belisves that a finding of A dverse Effect™ accurately
reflects ifs assessment, then it shall provide notification to the Advisory Council on Historic Pressrvation by
providing the documentation in 3§ C.FER §200.11{e) as staved in 3§ CFE. §300.5(a)(1). Addinonally, the
Surface Transportation Board may proceed to provide decumentation of its finding as set forth in 36 CFR
£800.11(e) to the Indiana SHPO, all consulting parties, and make the documenfation available for public
mspection and procesd to seek ways to avoid, reduce, and mitigate effects as stated in 36 C.F.R. G800 6(a)(2-

3

A copy gf the revised 36 C.F_E Part 300 that want info gffect on August 5, 2004, may be found on the Infernet at www.achp. gov
Jor your rgference.  If you have questions about archasological issues, please contact Wade T. Tharp at (317) 232-1630 or
witharplj@dnr IN gow. If you hawe questions about buildings or strochares, please contact Tond Lyen Giffin at (317) 233-2803
o fgiffini@der TN . gov. Additionally, in all futore comespondence regarding the above indicated project, please refer to DEIFA
Mo, 32844

Very truly yours,

LAod L A7
% Beth K. McCord .
Dreputy State Histornc Preservation Officer

amc:  Kevin Fardeo, C5X Transporiztion, Inc.
Drid C. N ,Emwmm]knm?n]ﬂ; Surface Transpartatzon Board
Mnhhﬂ?ﬂ'ﬂnlﬂﬂﬁnuﬂaﬁi Citomar, LI.C



