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Subject Canadian National Railway Co , et at — Control — EJ&E
West Company, STB Finance Docket No 35087

Dear Secretary Wilhams

I have reviewed the transportation impacts of the proposal by Canadian National
Railway Company (CN) to acquire control over the EJ&E West Company, and 1t 1s clear
that this transaction will improve rail service through the Chicago metropolitan area and
that 1t will have no adverse effects on competition Therefore, I am pleased that the
Surface Transportation Board (STB) designated this as a “minor” transaction, as defined
by the STB 1n 1ts Railroad Control regulations, and ask that the STB complcte its !
environmental review process and approve the proposed transaction as quickly as
possible

I am particularly plcased to lcarn that the Ninth Congressional District of Illinois
will see a substantial reduction of train traffic, including the commumties of Rosemont
and Des Plaines, from the current level of about 19 trains per day to two trains per day.
This will create capacity for more frequent Mctra trains, and will reduce environmental
impacts within my distnict, including air emissions, noise and grade crossing dclays.
More sigmificant for the national rail transportation network, removal of trains from lines
through the center of Chicago will free up capacity for other carriers and reduce energy
consumption and transit times for traffic movmg through the Chlcago gateway on CN as
wecll as other railroads .

I recognize that as train traffic moves off of downtown Chicago rail lincs, some
communities along the EJ&E right-of-way will experience tramn traffic increases. I
understand that the STB will be prepanng an Environmental Impact Statement to
examine the immpacts of this additional traffic, and that the STB may impose conditions, 1f
appropnate,;to mitigatc those impacts I have been told by CN that it 1s reaching out to
those commumties to, identify these 1ssues, and to assist these commumtles n addressing
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I do not believe that these localized impacts outweigh the significant overall
environmental bencfits of this transaction on the region, or the transportation benefits that
it will create for shippers in Chicago and around the country I urge the Board to
complete 1fs environmental review process cxpeditiously, and to approve the transaction
as 1n the public intcrest

Pleasc enter these comments nto the record of this docket

Sincerely, .

Schakowsky
ember of Congress



