The Davis Family

26553 Southgate Trail

Barrington, Illinois 60010

January 29, 2008

RE: CN Proposal and its impact on Barrington, Illinois

To the SurfaceTransportation Board:

I have lived in Barrington for almost five years now.  However, I also grew up in Barrington and graduated from Barrington High School.  Our family is opposed to the proposed increase of traffic on the freight lines in the Barrington area. I urge you to object to Canadian National proposal.  Increased train traffic on the freight tracks in the proposal would seriously impact the ability to get around downtown Barrington causing local businesses to suffer and major traffic delays (which are already bad).  Moreover, with the proximity of the train tracks to private homes and schools, increased train traffic would seriously and negatively impact the safety of Barrington residents as well as our quality of life. 

While I don’t live near the train tracks I cross over them several times per day.  I have four children each of whom attend school or are involved in activities that require them to travel across train lines several times per day. Not only will the significant increase in train traffic result in much longer travel times for them but also increase my concern as a parent for their safety when traveling by bus or car to school or after school activities. 

Barrington is a small town that is already dissected by two major train lines, both of which cause major traffic problems for its residents already.  I seriously cannot imagine how horrific the situation would become with increased train traffic. I am sure downtown Barrington businesses already suffer from the current level of train traffic because of how the train tracks divide Barrington in many areas and the problem would be hugely magnified with additional trains passing through.  Most times there is no possible way to avoid crossing a train track when traveling in Barrington, which I find to be a major planning flaw, and which already causes me to avoid the downtown area whenever possible.

Furthermore, my husband commutes to work in the city via the Metra train line in the morning.  He must cross the freight tracks every day in order to get to the parking lot and board the train.  Additional delays caused by increased freight traffic would make an already long commute (approximately 3 hour round trip) much worse. 

In conclusion, I urge you to consider the negative impact this proposal would have on our community and oppose the Canadian National plan.  However, if this deal should go through as proposed, then I would urge you to require Canadian National to finance solutions designed to alleviate the burden that additional train traffic would inflict on our community such as overpass/underpass structures where the train tracks intersect major thoroughfares in our village.  Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely,

Patricia S. Davis

