
July 16,2007

Mr VemonA Williams
Office of ihc Secretary
Surface Transportation Board rs
395 E Street. S \V. ' ^\ Q U
Washington. D C 20423-0001 <\ °\
KK: STB Finance Docket «V». 34986 - V erified -Notice of Exemption

Ashland Railroad. Inc. - Notice of I ease and Operation of Rail Line - Q
Freehold. Monmouth Count>, New .krsej . 'I I

(A
STB Finance Docket No. 34987 - Verified Notice uf Exemption ~ '̂
G. David Crane - Continuance in Control - Ashland Railway. Inc.

Dear Mr ft

We are writing today to respectfully request thai the Surface Transportation Board
conduct an additional comprehensive renew and assure the opportunity for full public
participation prior to any further consideration by the Board in conjunction with this case
Specifically we are requesting

I I A full em ironmcntal review ;o oe undertaken b> the ^urfaie 'I ramponutiun Bourd •>
Section nf F.nuronmcnul Anal\»is which would conform to (he ncccssan,- requirement!;

in Slate law

1 } A punhc rcannu HI Mumnouih C'ounty 10 offer the residents—who uould be affected as
a result of the training oi this exception—the opporumit> to appeal directlv before the
Bourd tu express iheir nnen Jtions or :hc pctiding application

Alter un c\luui5iive K\H\\ oi documents submitted ri this ease, we have come to ihc
conclusion that further re\ ic.w must he performed by ihc Su-iUcc Traiisponatuni Board to
properly ensure the health and safeiv uf the ep\ irunmcnt and especially nearby residents
"ipcutk.illy. wo btliL^L* that JeM.lopmcni i»' :hi» silo for rai1 <>perj;ions tould result in
^lynificani uellands di^iurh.mcc Funher my mdustnal use 'bat is permi(led could possibly
produce ha/ardous leachaie. thus irratmi: .1 deletcnou.s aHect ;o the watersuppl\ in the
Neither A*hl.ir.d nor C'ane- the applicant* ior the rail line exemption—have addrcs^d the

\
\



potential impacts of construction or the operation of a transloading facility on the wetlands ood
streams present on the property As The Monmonm County Solid Waste Advisory Council stated
in their June 26* submission "the substantial wetlands and wattnvays on the w-eamn portion of
the proposed lease feed the Manasquan River and Reservoir, a major source of potable water for
Moomouth Comity's growing population." The County also correctly states thai several federal
and state environmental permits to control and monitor surface and groundwater discharges as
well as air emission impacts from the facility's operations and assotiatedtnffic would
traditionally be required We believe that the health impacts that could resoh from a potential
unregulated waste transfer facility warrant the additional effort which would be needed to
undertake a full environmental review m ibis case

Additionally, die large puttie involvement mat has already been present in this case
including unanonous resolutions by the MonmoumCciintyBoani of Chosen Freeholders,
Freehold Township Committee, and Freehold Boro Committee expressing reservations to the
project as well as thousands of citizen letters sent to various state and federal officials—warrants
tha opportunity fcr public grievances to be heacd directly befbn the Board.

Once again, in a bipartisan qnnpmrnt, we implore the Board to use aH means necessary
and available to euroso fall and aggressive due diligen« m reviewmg me rncrita of dus cose.
Thank yon for your time and atfrnrinn in this matter.

Sincerely,

CHRISTOPHER H SMITH DOROTHY AVALLONE' MICHAEL WILSON
Member of Congress Mayor, Freehold Twsp. Mayor, Freehold Boro



I'hc Honorable Christopher II Smith
2373 Raybum House Offici: Building
Washington. DC 20515

'I he Honorable Dorothy \\jllone
One Municipal Plaza
Freehold. NJ 07728

The Honorable Michael Wilson
51 Weil Mam Struct
Freehold. NJ 07728



I his is to certify ihai all persons on the son-ice iisi Tor FD 34986 and FD 14QS7
have been sent a copy of (he July 16. 2007 formal filing by Congressman Christopher H
Smith. Mayor Dorothv Aiallonc and Mayor Michael Wilson


