July 16, 2007 .

Mr Vemon A Williams
Office of the Secretary
Surface ransportation Board

395 E Street. S W. O
Washington, D C  20423-00M q /I .

RE: STB Finance Docket o, 34986 - v erified “otice of Exemption Q
Ashland Ratlroad, Inc. ~ “atice of | case and Operation of Rail Line 4/
Freehold. Monmouth C ounty, “ew Jersey q 4

STB Finance Docket No. 34987 - Verified Notice of Exemption 9‘\
G. David Crane — Continuance in Control — Ashland Railway, Inc.

Dear Mr Willhlams

We are wnting today to respectfully request that the Surface Transportation Board
conduet an addimonal comprehensive review and assure the opportunity for fult public
participation prior o any firrther consideration by the Board in conjunction with this case
Specifically we are requesting

1) A [ull emvironmental review o be undertdken by the Surfice Transporiation Board »
Secuon of Eaviranmental Analyais which would contorm to the necessary requircments
mardaicd i state law

23 A punlic Feaning it Moamouth County to offer the residenis—who would be atfected as
a result of the granting ot this exception—ihe opportunity 1o appeal directls berore the
Buourd tu express their resen dtions ot the pending appl:ication

After an evhaustive revi2w ol documents subnntied 111 this case. we have come 1o the
conclusion that furtker review must he pertormed by the Su-tsce Transportatton Boand to
properly ensure the health and safety of the cos ironment and especisliy nearby residents
speaifically, we belicve thar devlopment o shes site for rar’ operations could result n
sigmeficant wetlands dhisturhance  Funher iny indusimal use hat1s permined could poss:bly
produce hasardous leachate, thus creating J deletenous attect 1o the water supply 1n the region
Swither A<hland ror Crane- the aprhicams for the ral hce ssemption—have addresscu the

AN



potential impacts of onstruction or the operation of a transloading facility on the wetlands and
streams present on the property  As the Monmowuth County Solid Waste Advisory Council stated
in thete June 26 submtssion, “the substantial wetlands and waterways on the Westem portion of
the proposed lcase feed the Manasquan River and Reservorr, a major source of potable water for
Moomouth Comnty's growing population.” The County also correctly smtes that several federal
and state environmental permits to control and monitor surface end groundwater discharges as
well as arr emission ympacts from the facility’s operations and associatad traffic would
tradiionally be requured  We belteve that the health impacts that could resait fom a potential
unreguiated waste transfer facility wareant the additional effort which wonld be needed 1o
underteke a full environmental review w this case

Additonally, the large public involvement that has alrcady been present in this case
including unanimous resolutions by the Moamouth Conety Board of Chosen Freeholders,
Freehold Township Comumittee, and Freehold Boro Committee expressing reservations to the
project aa well as thousends of citizen Jetters sent to various state and federal officials—wnyrants
the opportanity for pablic grievances to be heard directly before the Board.

Once again, in a bipartisen statement, we implors the Boand to use all means nacessary
and avaulable to exercise full and aggressive due diligence in reviewing the merits of this case.
Thank you for your time and atterstion in this matter.

Sincerely,

Goo Ml YTl e p i
Member of Congress Mayor, Freehold Twsp.  Mayor, Frochold Boro
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Fhe Honorable Chnstopher { Smath
2373 Raybum House Office Bulding
Washunygton, DC 20513

The Honorable Dorothy Avallone
One Mumcipal Plaza
Frechold, NJ 07728

The Honorable Michae! Wilson
51 West Main Street
Frechold. N 07728
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1his 15 1o certify that all persons on the service ast for FD 34986 and FD 34987
have been sent a copy of the July 16, 2007 formal filing by Congressman Chnstopher H
Smith, Mavor Dorothy Avallone and Mayor Michael Wilson



