
March 31, 2025 

Danielle Gosselin 
Surface Transportation Board, Office of Environmental Analysis 
395 E Street Southwest 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: Project Review Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, Docket No. FD 36815, Texas 
Materials Group, Construction and Operation Exemption, Burnet and Lampasas Counties, Texas (STB/106, 
THC #202507918) 

Ms. Gosselin: 

Thank you for your correspondence regarding the above-referenced project. This letter serves as comment 
on the proposed undertaking from the State Historic Preservation Officer, the Executive Director of the 
Texas Historical Commission (THC). 

The THC History Programs Division review staff, led by Justin Kockritz, recommends that a qualified 
architectural historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Professional Qualification Standards 
(35 CFR Part 61) survey the project’s area of potential effect (APE) and evaluate the eligibility of any 
aboveground/non-archeological historic-age properties for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. We recommend that for portions of the project where new right-of-way is proposed that the APE 
for aboveground resources include all parcels wholly or partially within 300 feet of the edge of the proposed 
right-of-way; for portions of the project that are limited to the existing railroad right-of-way, we recommend 
that the APE for aboveground resources be limited to the existing right-of-way. THC also notes that the 
proposed northern terminus is located adjacent to the Shade Denson House, which was designated as a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1964.  

The THC Archeology Division review staff, led by Rebecca Shelton, recommends a detailed desktop 
analysis be conducted by a SOI-qualified archeologist to identify previously recorded archeological sites, 
State Antiquities Landmarks, properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and cemeteries 
that may be within, or adjacent to, the proposed routes. According to our maps, the majority of the APE 
has not been surveyed, therefore an intensive archeological survey should be conducted to identify all 
cultural resources within the preferred route. 

Finally, THC notes that the northern section of the applicant’s preferred alignment appears to pass near the 
Thomas Lafayette Thornal Cemetery. For your reference, attached is additional information on this 
cemetery from THC’s files is attached. Although this cemetery currently has no historic designation, state 
laws protecting cemeteries and burials apply, including Chapters 711–715 of the Texas Health and Safety 
Code and Title 13, Chapter 22 of the Texas Administrative Code.  

We look forward to further consultation with your office and hope to maintain a partnership that will foster 
effective historic preservation. Thank you for your cooperation in this federal review process, and for your 
efforts to preserve the irreplaceable heritage of Texas. If you have any questions concerning our review of 
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aboveground historic resources, please contact Justin Kockritz at justin.kockritz@thc.texas.gov or 
512-936-7403; for any questions concerning our review of archeological resources, please contact Rebecca 
Shelton at rebecca.shelton@thc.texas.gov or 512-463-6043. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Justin Kockritz, Lead Project Reviewer, Federal Programs 
For: Joseph Bell, State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Alan Tabachnick and Adam Assenza, Surface Transportation Board via email 
 STB E-Filing 









 

 

 

 
 

  

   

 

 

   
    

  

 

 
  














