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The CN has maintained an arrogance during the entire process that is an affront to US taxpayers and should be to the STB as well.

They have threatened legal action against the STB if THEIR schedule is not met.  A Canadian company trying to push around an agency of the US government which is funded by taxpayers.  Incredible!

Their voluntary mitigation measures are, for the most part, laughable:

Under Safety, Grade Crossings…

Items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 are required by current law or are already in place by the EJ&E.

Item 6 – What does “work with” imply?  That they’ll pay for the fencing or just tell the school and park districts where to put the fencing.

Item 7 – What pamphlets and posters?  Great, that will really help.

HazMat


Items 8,9,12,15 – Again, this is the law.  They HAVE to comply with these guidelines.

Transportation Systems, Grade Crossing Delay…


Item 18 -  Your own footnote says that they have lied here… There are no SEA rules on standards for grade crossing delays.


Item 20 – No definite plan, just wishy-washy statements about wanting to “work” with the affected parties.  We have seen how they “work” with communities along the proposed route.  They do whatever they want.

Emergency Vehicle Delay


Items 21, 22 – So, CN will give the ambulance dispatch center when they train is going to be blocking a grade crossing for an extended period.  I’m sure that will be a great comfort to the person being transported to the hospital in the ambulance who may be dying in the back.


Item 23 – Again, the railroads already promote Operation Lifesaver, handling out information.  This is nothing new at all.

It just continues on and on with ridiculous, almost insulting mitigation measures proposed by the CN.  If you cannot judge from reading their input that this is not a company that gives a damn about the communities along its lines and the citizens that live there, then you are not paying attention or just don’t care.

How can you base ANY part of your EIS on information from the CN that has not been independently verified?  They have not provided information until pressured by your agency.  They have provide language which is vague and have not firmly committed to anything regarding commuter train disruption, mitigation, or train information.  Don’t approve this merger based on shaky information from a company who will not solidify their commitments.

