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April 26, 2016
Surface Transportation Board, Docket No. FD 35952
Mr. David Navecky,

I would like to take a moment of your time to address the proposed plan of Great
Lakes Transportation LLC. to build a railway directly through the middle of the
magnificent natural resources, the soil and aquifer of Boone County, Illinois. This
soil is considered some of the most productive soil in the country, and one of the
biggest and best aquifers in Illinois. It has a long history of being the most
productive food producing land, due to its incredibly perfect mix of elements. Sadly
though, Great Lakes Transportation representatives are blind to this valuable
resource, and call it “vacant land” or “under developed”.

We are a third generation farm and agri-bussiness family in Boone County, Illinois.
We respect the land and the people who make their living off the land by farming,
We are grain farmers and beef farmers. The impact this proposed railway would
have on the land and our way of life would be devastating. The railroad would
permanently change the drainage on several of our farms due to the railroad
passing through them. It could crush our drainage tile and change the natural water
path and cause flooding thus causing lost production to our farm land. Wonderful
top soil will be disrupted and even lost during this process and ground erosion
could occur as well, this damage would be irreparable. This is PERMANENT
DESTRUCTION of an extremely valuable resource. In addition, the soil on either side
of the railway would be compacted irreparably by construction equipment. And who
knows what GLBT has in mind for future expansion. Once this land is gone, it is
gone forever.

Furthermore, the noise level of these nearly constant trains would cause severe
stress issues with our livestock. In fact, livestock of all kinds would be disrupted not
only by noise, but by broken, disjointed pastures, and the inability of farmers to get
to their fields. People’s homes and barns would literally shake with vibration from
this proposed railway. The value of our property will also go down. Boone County
would LOSE tax dollars as well, as railroads do not pay taxes. The people that live
here love this rural way of life. We are not just expendable, we count too.

Farming is a multi-million dollar production business. Farmers have millions
invested in their land, equipment, livestock, seed and diligent stewardship of the
preservation of our land and resources. Our operating loans are based on our land
and production on the land. There have been many practices put in place to protect
this valuable resource. Not only by ourselves, but also the United States
Government in Conservation Programs such as Conservation Reserve Programs.

This railway would also bring many safety issues. These trains will be constantly
disruptive to normal traffic flow for commuters traveling to the east on roads such
as Marengo road in the am and pm for work. Emergency response times could be


AssenzaA
Text Box
EI-23775


increased greatly, and in the case where we have farms split by the rail road the
danger of getting back and forth could be significant.

Then as far as our business we supply farm tires in the field to farmers’ and this
could slow our response time down due to train traffic. It also could cause lost
business in the east due to the trains and time restraints. They might choose a
vendor to the east for their auto repairs as well. We also run a convience store, gas
station/truck stop in Boone County, lllinois that with the lack of semi’s on the road
(1 million per Mister Patton) will affect our business and our tire business as well.
Not to mention the loss of Motor Fuel Taxes paid by truckers’ used for road repair
and construction. This will create a hardship on our entire operation whether it is
our farming, livestock, tire business, or truck stop business. This is why I ask that
you deny this path of destruction to America’ s beautiful resource of Farmland and
the dedicated people who are working 365 days a year to preserve it. There is
absolutely NO benefit to Boone County by having this railway plow through here.
Not one good thing.

I also ask that you deny such a huge easement as GLBT is not a utility company and
the STB must exclude any non railroad uses from its consideration. Thus his request
for an additional 50 foot of easement requested.

We also need to remember the CREATE projects and the impact it will have on
alleviating the congestion, that Mr. Patton says he is trying to repair with his
proposed project.

There are also already many under used rail lines such as the EJ&E belt way taken
over by Canadian National that was built to handle the bypass of Chicago. Secondly
if the Canadian National line was increase to two tracks throughout the bypass and
reduce at grade crossings it would be a great alternative. A possible second
alternative would be to build along the interstate i-90 (I-39) because this land has
already been impacted and at grade crossings would be less due to stub roads that
have already been created by the interstate.

Please, | urge you to consider denying access to GLBT; there are so many
underutilized and abandoned rail lines already in place that could be used instead.
We are a valuable rural ecosystem that functions beautifully, asitis. Itisan
incredible natural resource that, once gone, can never, EVER be replaced. Thank you
for your time.

Garden Prairie, Illinois 61038 (815) 544-6806



Please also find the attached documents for reference.

1. EJE (CN) rail route map

2. Status of CREATE projects{12/21/15) map & legend
3.
4
5

List of abandoned railroads of Illinois

. Agriculture in lllinois fact sheet
. 2012 llinois railroad map
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Status of CREATE Projects (12/21/2015)
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CREATE Program - Overall Project Status Summary
Revised - 21-Dec-13
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Abandoned Rails: Abandoned Railroads of llinois

A

http://www.abandonedrails.com/lllinois

Abandoned Railroads of Illinois

- o

: Madison Mitwaukee Lognosct
| - N “; o
Sioux Cily 2
=g
edar Ra|
owa e fers
Des Moines towa Ciry
MEBRASKA Omabia ° '
o Fort Wayne
Lincoln 2
o U
Plﬂsgl.
: o udme:\ OHIO
S eld tndianapolis o
ites O ks %) g Columbus
sas Ci ) Cincinnati l
Kansgs City Columbla O mcg\ ti
e o
Lawrence St.L P 0 WEST
KANSAS 0 Louisville
' {MISSOURI o e Lexngton VIRGINIA
_Wichita .
o . NMprk Pvan o f
Spur‘ljgﬁe!d ational Forest o KENTUCKY X il
o Branson { "‘-\.H
S = L " Nashuil
’, by h ashwille -
Go g{E ) Tu(l}sa Fa)’ctrllevile ¥ O.: Knoxvillé Map date ©2 Report 3 map eror

| Markers show approximate centers of abandoned routes.

o Abandonment

Abandonments

Abandoned Raits of Addison
Raifroads: ICG, IC, JCRR, ARR, CM&N

Amboy to Lee Center
Railroads: CBRO

Aurora to Geneva
Rallroads: CANW

The Aurora Branch {Nomantown to Aurora}
Railroads: EI&E

Beloit, WI to Freeport, IL
Raifroads: CMSIPRP, R&M, MASEP

Bement to Altamont
Rallroads: BRO, WAR

Bloomington to Jacksonville
Railroads: 1CG, IC, CRA

rowns, IL to P ville, IN
Railroads: ICG, IC, PDAE, ETRR

¢ Bush to Johnson Ci
Railroads: 1, MP, SILIM&S

Carbondale to Herrin
Railroads: IC

Chicago to Northbrook
Railroads: UP, CENW, CNSAM

The Chicago and Rock River Railroad {Stering to Shabbona)
Railroads: CBRO, CARR

1of5

o 60 6000006060609
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»* A rn Rai {Momence, IL to Brazil, IN)
Railroads: CBEL CARS, CRGS, CRIC

?‘ The Chicag, Aurora and Elgin Railroad (Chicago to Aurcra and Elgin)
Rallroads: CA&E

B chicaco. 1L to Miiwaukee, W1
Railmads: CNSEM

e ils of
Railroads: ICG, BAOCT, CGW, CANW, Ry, CTC, INRy

24 The Cloverteaf Division (Ssint Louis, MO to Frankfort, I}

Railroads: NS, NAW, NYCESL, TSILEW

Cullom to Herscher
Railroads: IC, BSCRR

b
g W

Dapville to Farmer City
Railroads: NYC, CR, 1CG. IC, P&E

R
i

The Danville Secondary (Damville, IL to Schneider, IN)
Railroads: NYC, CR. PC, KBLRR

ils_of Danvill
Ratiroads: NYC, CR, CSX, PC, PRE, CCCESIL, DUB&P

b
&

Dunfermline to Liverpool
Raitroads: YECC

Dwight to Wengna
Railroads: ICG, ChA

East Peoria to Maroa
Railads: PRR, [TRR, YRR, JMRR, THEP

East Saint Louis tQ Waterioo
Rairoads: JCG, MEO, GM&D

g R B R K

The Elm Industrial Lead (Middle Grove to Peoria)
Rallroads: UP, CANW, MEStL, B-F

h R
&

Vi il y North il {Mount Carmel, IL to Evansville, IN)
Railroads: NYC, CR, NS, L&N, £C, CCCASIL, EMICAN
Fairbury to Streator
Railroads: NEW, WAD

ROR

F ill i
Railroads: ICG, IC, SELPAN, SILAC, SILAP N&S, SLAE

R
o

Forest Park to Ingalton
Rallroads: CGW, CRNW, MENW, CSRP&KC

The Fox and Ilingis Union Railway (Yerkville to Momis)
Railroads: F&IU

Ereeport to Centralia
Railroads: ICG, I1C, HLRE

b (e U

Freeport, IL to Madison, WI
Railroads: JCG, IC, CMEN, CWRR, W&C

Fulton County Narrow Gauge Railroad (Galesburg to West Havana)
Railroads: CB&(Q), BN, FCHGRR

24 1§ The Gary Line (Rockford to Delmar)
Railroads: CMSLP&P, CMEG, 1I&M

@
e
e
@
Q
@
@
o
@
@
@

oo i GBI, T, CECA @
@
Q
@
@
@
@
Q@
&
Q
@
o
Q
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nw i i
Railroads; CSX. B&OCT

&

run n i u
Ralimads: ATRSE, GM&Q
Herrin to Christopher
Railmads: I1C
H i Denni
Railroads: PRR, YRR

The Joliet, Rockforg and Northern Railroad (Paw Paw to Sheridan)
Railroads: CB&Q, JREN

The Joppa Branch (vienna ta Joppa)

Railroads: CZEI

NOR R B W 4

Kempton to Minonk
Rrailroads: 1CG, JC

i d
L

The Kenosha Division (Kenosha, WI te Rockford, 1)
Railroads: CANW, KR&RI, KE&R

Lincoln to Havana
Railroads: ICG, IC

Maphattap to Forrest

Railmoads: WAD

Mangfield to Bloomington

Rafiroads: NYC, CR, PC, CCCRStL, DUB&P, IB&W

@ W R

Q
Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

@

)

@

e

e @
Py @
e

Q

Q

Q

e

@

Q

Q

o)

Q

Q

Morton to Lincoln
Railroads: [TRE, IIC

North Aurora to Geneva

Railroads: CBRO

Abandoned Rails of North Riverside
Railroads: CC&P

g ¢ B ® B N

RO

The Northern Illinots Raiirgad (Sering Valley to Belviders)
Railroads: UP CHNW. NIRR

& {

Paris to Shelbyville
Ralfroads: NYC, CR. CCCRL

&

pek Bl .
Raiiroads: NYC, PAE, CCCRSIL, DUBAP. IBSW

R
EH

The Pekin District (Streator Junction to Pekin)
Raitroads: AT&SE

ri ri |
Rallroads: ICG, IC. CRA

R

The_Pegria Branch (South Morton to Allentown)
Razilroads: PRE

£ percy to Cairo
Railroads: GM&D

= i h ity Raiirpad (Quincy, IL to Kansas City, MO)
Railroads: CBAO, DO&KC, OKCEE
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o | :?i: R to B Ivid
Railroads: CRNW

vill i ligelt
Rairoads: CSX, CREI

L]
Railroads: CGW, UP, CRNW, MENW, CHPAKC

b G

nt Francisvill Pari
Railroads: NYC, PC, CCCRSXL, PLRR

Shawneetown to Altamont
Railroads: B&Q, BROSW, EIRy

hawn wi to M nsboroe
Railroads: C5X, L&N, S&ISE

Staunton to Gillespie
Railroads: [T

Steward to Mendota
Raliroads: CMSIPRP

Railroads: AT&SF

RO R OR R OR

T IN vill
Railroads: CMSLPEP

e d

Thebes to Kiondike
Railroads: MP

b |
#ﬂ‘

The Troy Brangh (Troy to Collinsville)
Railroads: PRR, PCCASEL

Yrbana to Sidney
Raifroads: WAB

ROR

Vienn Thebes
Railroads: C&EL

yincennes, IN to Caire, IL
Rallroads: NYC, CR, SR, PC, CCCASIL, WSLLEP, CE&V, CVEC

e R X

Washington to Varna
Railroads: ICG, IC, CBA

o

The Waterlog Railroad (East Saint Louis to waterloo)
Railroads: ICG, GM&O, ESLCABW. M&O

Wenona to Lacon

Raifroads: ICG, IC, CBA

Yates Cit Dunfermii

Raltroads: CB&Q, BN, BNSE @

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
@
]
@
@
Qo
Q
=]
4]
Q

C B U

2

Legend: New! Updated Featured History Pictures Map Filing Unknown

Other Sites and mformation

Old diesel locomotives at NREX’s Dixmoor facility in llinois
Abandoned Raiiways in Tllinois

various Disused Railroad Lines in Hlinois

Remodel Your Bathroom

Give Your Bathroom A Fresh Look. Set Up Your Free Consultation Now
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#

Do you know of any abandoned rils in Tllinois? Mease email me. You will get aredit for anything you contribute.
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1of2

HOME SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD AGPRODUCTIONINIL NEWS ARTICLES MORE

AGRICULTURE IN ILLINOIS (https://www.agr.state.il.us/)

o Illinois is a leading producer of soybeans, corn and swine.

© Marketing of Illinois' agricultural commodities generates more than $19 billion annually.

o Billions more dollars flow into the state's economy from ag-related industries,

& Much of Hlinois is comprised of fertile flat loess, left behind by glaciers and wind millions of years ago.

o About 89 percent of the state's cropland is considered prime farmland, ranking the state third nationally in total prime farmland acreage.
o Prime farmiand is important because it provides an environmentally sound base for crop production.

o The central three-fourths of the state are especially well suited for growing crops, while hilly areas in the northwest and south provide excellent
pasture for livestock.

o lllinois ranks third nationally in the export of agricultural commodities with $8.2 billion worth of goods shipped to other countries.

o Exports from [llinois account for 6 percent of all U.S. agricultural exports.

o Illinois is the nation's second leading exporter of both soybeans and feed grains and related products.

Why is farmiand important?

Farmland is a valuable nonrenewable natural resource that serves several important economic and environmental functions. Crops and livestock
raised on farmland provide food products and raw materials used to manufacture goods for consumers throughout the world. Farmiand absorbs
rainwater, helping replenish groundwater supplies and reduce flooding. It also provides habitat for wildlife and open space that enhances the
landscape.

Agriculture is one of Hlinois' most important industries. Directly and indirectly, the business of farming cmploys one millien Iltinoisans and 20
miflion others nationwide. Marketing of Illinois' agricultural commodities generates about $8 billion annually. Ag-related industries, such as farm
machinery manufacturing, agriculiural real estate, and production and sale of value-added food products contribute billions more to the state's
economy. For example, food processing alone adds akmost $11.5 billion annually to the value of Illinois’ raw agricultural commodities.

Farndand cannot be created: there is no practical way to mitigate the loss when acres are developed or converted to other uses. Once land has
been developed or converted, it usually cannot be returned to production. Because development is often located on the best farmland, reliance on
marginal land for production is increasing. Farming marginal land increases the risk of soil erosion and ofien requires more chemical inputs and
complex management techniques.

Illinois has lost 3.6 million acres of farmland since 1958, an average of aimost 77,600 acres each year. From 1950 to 1990, the population of
the United States increased by more than 97 million, and 1ilinois' population increased by more than 2.7 million. As the world's population
continues to grow, so will the need for food and other goods produced from agricultural commedities.

Preserving farmiand is necessary to meet the needs of people in Mlinois, the United States and ground the globe.
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