J. Malinowski

11638 Millennium Pkwy

Plainfield  IL 60585
630.740.3013

tjcmalin@comcast.net
February 14, 2008
Phyllis Johnoson-Ball,
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street SW

Washington DC 20423

RE: Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Phyllis Johnoson-Ball:

The acquisition of the EJ&E by Canadian National (“CN”) is of grave concern due to the environmental impact of Air Quality, Noise Pollution and Risk of Hazardous Materials on the surrounding communities of Will and DuPage counties.  The children will suffer greatest if this is allowed to proceed.

There are dozens of schools that would be affected within my community.  The schools in close proximity to our neighborhood are listed below.
Peterson Elementary:  with 450 students is not at full capacity which is slated for  approximately 900 – 1,000 students.  This school is under 2/10 of a mile from the railroad tracks.

Crone Middle School:  with 1204 students is 3/10 of a mile from the tracks.

Plainfield North High School:  with 1,765 students  is 

Eagle Pointe Elementary School:  with 1,046 students.
Walkers Grove Elementary School:  with 820 students.
Heritage Grove Middle School:  with 1,234 students.
Centennial Park is also located within a ½ mile of the tracks.  This is a residential park with play areas and sport fields.

Air Quality Concerns

The children will be put at greatest risk from Air Quality concerns, Noise Pollution and the transport of a tremendous amount of Hazardous Material.

The deterioration of existing Air quality is of particular concern for my family as our child has asthma.  The negative impact will affect her quality of life and health both now and in the future.  This will affect all asthmatic students in schools that are in close proximity to the tracks in the short term.  The consequences of Particulate Matter Air Quality and diesel exhaust is one that will affect entire school population with the potential for asthma and other lung disease from bronchitis to increased risk for lung cancer.  Adults with asthma and heart problems will also be negatively impacted.
Please read an Exerpt from Healthy Schools Network as shown below which can be found at www.healthyschools.org:
Healthy Schools Network, Article “Issues in Focus: Diesel and Children’s health

The Problem with Diesel Exhaust:

The emissions from diesel engines pose both immediate and long term effects on human health, particularly on children. Diesel exhaust ranks among the air pollutants that the EPA declares pose the greatest public health risks.

What is Diesel Exhaust?

Diesel exhaust is a complex mixture of thousands of different gases and fine particles, containing more than 40 toxic chemicals, and is produced when an engine burns diesel fuel.  These toxic chemicals include many known or suspected cancer causing substances, such as benzene, arsenic and formaldehyde.  It also contains other harmful environmental pollutants, including nitrogen oxides.

Health Risks of Diesel Exhaust:

The EPA has determined diesel exhaust to be a human carcinogen. Breathing the toxic gases and small particles that diesel exhaust emits can cause lung damage and respiratory problems. Diesel exhaust can also exacerbate asthma and existing allergies, and long term exposure significantly increases the risk of lung cancer.

According to California’s Office of Health Hazard Assessment, long term exposure to diesel emissions poses the highest risk of cancer of any toxic air contaminant.  A report released by the EPA in 1998 revealed that exposure to even low levels of diesel exhaust poses a risk of lung cancer and respiratory impairment.

The American Lung Association states that dozens of studies link airborne fine particle, such as those in diesel exhaust, to increased hospitalizations for respiratory diseases, chronic lung disease, pneumonia, heart disease and up to 60,000 premature deaths annually in the U.S. The acute effects of exposure to diesel exhaust include a decrease in pulmonary function, cough, wheezing, headaches, irritation to the eyes, nose, throat and lungs, light-headedness, nausea and inflammation in the lungs, which may aggravate respiratory problems and increase the frequency and/or intensity of asthma attacks.

How are Children Affected?

Air pollution created by diesel engines has severe health implications for everyone, but children are uniquely more vulnerable to this dangerous pollution because they breathe 50 percent more air per pound of body weight than adults.  Furthermore, a child’s body and organs are still developing- the human lung is not fully grown until eight years of age.  The fine particles that make up diesel exhaust can travel and stay deep within the lungs, and will continue to accumulate for years. Exposure to these pollutants is associated with increased frequency of childhood illnesses and can reduce lung function in children, particularly contributing to the development of asthma.

Noise Pollution
The second concern of noise pollution from the trains roaring by, train whistles and vibration.  This is will cause a continual disruption in concentration and affect learning.  
An article in Environmental Health Perspective, Vol 110. NO.6 June 2000,“Learning the Hard Way: The Poor Environment of America’s Schools” was found on the website www.besafenet.com/EHPLearning.htm. Please read an exerpt below:

Classroom Noise:
Noise is another form of classroom pollution.  Recent findings presented at the Acoustical Society of America meeting this past December by University of Florida at Gainesville researchers showed that noisy classrooms severely hamper students' ability to learn.  In Florida elementary, middle, and high schools, a team led by architect professor Gary Seibein and Carl Crandell, a communications sciences and disorders professor, found that background noise levels average about 50 decibels.  Although a normal speaking voice registers at about 60 decibels, students typically have a difficult time hearing once background levels reach 50 decibels.  In the study, students positioned more than 12 feet from a teacher heard half or less of the lecture.  Noise may also contribute to voice disorders among teachers, who experience higher rates of such problems than the general population.  "I believe it's because teachers have to scream over the noise," Alexander says.
Previous studies provide more evidence that noise may impair learning.  For example, a 1975 study at a school near railroad tracks found children who spent six years in classrooms closest to the tracks were an entire year behind children whose rooms were furthest from the tracks.
A 1993 study by Cornell University researcher Gary Evans, published in Children's Environments, determined that children exposed to noise experienced assorted health and learning difficulties compared with unexposed children.  Elevated blood pressure, trouble with word discrimination, learned helplessness, and cognitive developmental delays were observed. [See EHP 105:1300-1301] 
Federal Noise standards:
In 2003, a federal noise standard for classrooms of 35 decibels and 0.6 second reverberation--the length of time a sound lingers in a room after a noise stops--is slated to go into effect.  The Federal Access Board, which creates regulations under the Americans With Disabilities Act, is reviewing the standard now.
Hazardous Materials
The increase in Hazardous Materials rolling through densely populated areas with residential neighborhoods, parks and a multitude of schools is a tragedy waiting to happen.  CN has a history of accidents in the past and there will surely be others.  If the spill is of a serious nature the children of so many schools will be given little opportunity to safely evacuated.  Peterson elementary is less than 2/10’s of a mile from the tracks.

Please do not rush the review process as there would be a significant negative impact on air and noise pollution, as well as the dangers of Hazardous Materials.  The significant increase in train traffic at grade crossings which many buses will be crossing poses another threat to our families safety.  The impact of Canadian National acquisition is a tragedy for the children of the communities that are in a several mile radius of the tracks. Approval of the CN acquisition of the EJ&E will have a significant negative impact to our children’s future health and academic success.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,

J. Malinowksi
