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October 17, 2024  

Andrea Poole 
Project Manager, Office of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

Re:  Green Eagle Railroad, LLC 
– Construction and Operation of a Line of Railroad – In Maverick County, TX 

 Surface Transportation Board Finance Docket 36652 

Supplement to Information Request: Floodplain Requirements and Specifications 
of the Sound Barrier 

Dear Ms. Gosselin: 

Green Eagle Railroad (“GER”) is submitting this letter to provide supplemental information 
to its prior answers to OEA’s information request as related to floodplain regulations and GER’s 
proposed sound barrier.    

1. Floodplain 

In the event that GER’s Proposed Line (the Preferred Alternative) has any impact on 
floodplains and flood flows that could change flood capacity, diversion of flows, constriction of 
flows, or floodwater retention, GER would design and construct its rail line to meet all applicable 
requirements of local and county floodplain ordinances and codes, and in accordance with all 
FEMA or FEMA-approved local floodplain construction requirements. 

The nature and extent of these impacts would be determined prior to the final design of 
GER’s Proposed Line.  Based on that information, GER would design all culverts and bridges to 
pass the predicted 25-year flood event water elevation without causing an increase in the water 
surface elevation of the base flood by more than 1 foot in any location. 

Similarly, if the Northern Alternative is chosen, GER would also construct it to the same 
floodplain requirements as stated above for GER’s Proposed Line.  GER believes, however, that 
Northern Alignment could require a potentially greater amount of engineering in order to 
comply that in turn could be prohibitively expensive.   
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2. Sound barrier 

As previously provided, GER is proposing to include, as part of its Proposed Line, noise 
barriers to reduce sound transmission that could occur with the operation of trains on the 
Proposed Line.  GER is proposing sound barriers that are 20-feet high on either side of the tracks.   

Previous maps of the GER sound barriers included barriers over bridges (on the Proposed 
Line and the Northern Alternative).  Following a comprehensive review and structural analysis, 
GER has determined that the inclusion of the sound barriers over bridges (for example, spanning 
Del Rio Blvd. and Barrera St.) would present significant challenges in meeting the required 
performance standards for those bridges. The primary concerns are the added weight and wind 
loads imposed by the sound barriers, which would exert considerable strain on the structural 
components of the bridges and would make the engineering particularly challenging and 
potentially cost prohibitive. In GER’s view, the safety benefit of excluding the noise barrier on 
these bridges outweighs the potential noise reduction benefit of constructing a sound barrier on 
the bridged portions.  The enclosed maps provide GER’s sound barriers, revising the location of 
these barriers to exclude the portions of the rail line that would be built upon a bridge. 

For the noise barriers themselves, in order to prevent sound from going through the wall, 
without spilling over the wall, GER’s sound barrier will be engineered to have a minimum Sound 
Transmission Loss according to the following criteria: 

Frequency(Hz) 31.5 63 125 250 500 1,000 2,000 4,000 8,000 

Transmission 
Loss (dB) 

15 19 23 27 31 35 39 43 47 

GER is proposing to construct sound barriers along each side of its Proposed Line.  To 
reduce noise transmission from reflection between the barriers, GER proposes to engineer the 
rail-side of the exterior surface of the sound barrier with environmentally protected sound 
absorption properties rated at a Noise Reduction Coefficient of 0.9. 

If you have any questions related to this letter or the enclosed maps, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Justin J. Marks 
Counsel to Green Eagle Railroad, LLC 

Enclosure 
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