
Kathryn Kusske Floyd

T 202.344.4000
F 202.344.8300
kkfloyd@venable.com

October 8, 2019

Cynthia T. Brown
Chief, Section of Administration
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423

Re: Texas Central Railroad and Infrastructure, Inc. & Texas Central Railroad,
LLC—Authority to Construct and Operate—Petition for Exemption from 49
U.S.C. § 10901 and Subtitle IV—Passenger Rail Line Between Dallas, Tex.
and Houston, Tex., Docket No. FD 36025

Dear Ms. Brown:

I am enclosing for filing in the above-referenced matter fifteen letters expressing
support for Texas Central’s proposed passenger rail line between Dallas, Texas and
Houston, Texas. A certificate of service is attached to each letter confirming service
on all parties of record in this matter.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Kusske Floyd

encl.

          248570 
           
 
         ENTERED  
Office of Proceedings 
       October 8, 2019  
            Part of  
       Public Record 



$

GJYX^$UWNHJ0$RF^TW$

HNY^$TK$KTWY$\TWYM$"$644$YJ]FX$XYWJJY$"$KTWY$\TWYM0$YJ]FX$<;546$

,=5<-$7>61;55=$"$KF]$,=5<-$7>61684>$

September 30, 2019

RE: Support for Texas Central High-Speed Train’s petition before the STB

Board members,

As Mayor of the City of Ft. Worth, I support the Texas Central High-Speed Train project that
will connect our region to Houston in less than 90 minutes with one stop in the Brazos Valley,
and am excited about the new opportunities this project will create for travelers along the
national railroad network. As a result of this, I encourage the Surface Transportation Board to
support Texas Central’s petition.

Further, STB jurisdiction over Texas Central’s line – the first true high-speed train line in
America – will further federal policy favoring construction of additional high-speed train lines
that better and more efficiently connect our greatest American cities. Without STB jurisdiction,
an American high-speed train industry cannot flourish.

This is especially important in Ft. Worth as we review opportunities not only to connect
AMTRAK passengers but also as we look to connect our city via high-speed train service not
only to Texas Central in Dallas, but also all along the I 35 corridor from Oklahoma to Laredo
through Ft. Worth.

AMTRAK serves both Ft. Worth and Houston, the corridor between these two cities has not
been connected directly via passenger rail since 1995. This joint ticketing agreement will drive
ridership on the national network as well as within Texas. This is good for both systems and we
are encouraged that Texas Central passengers will be connected to the AMTRAK station in Ft.
Worth to take advantage of this option.

Texas is the perfect spot to plant the seed for this new high-tech industry in the United States and
we are thrilled to take advantage of all the new possibilities this will create for our workforce,
our business community and for our state, and the country.

Sincerely,

Betsy Price
Mayor



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 8th day of October 2019, I caused a copy of the
foregoing letter of support to be served on all parties of record by email or first class mail,
postage paid.

Kathryn Kusske Floyd
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316 West 12th Street, # 200 • Austin TX 78701 • 512.477.6721 • www.txbiz.org 

 
October 7, 2019 
 
RE: Support for Texas Central High-Speed Train’s petition before the STB  
 
Dear Surface Transportation Board members, 
 
As CEO and President of the Texas Association of Business (TAB), we are the voice of Texas Business and 
focus on growing the economy and paychecks. 
 
I am encouraged by the Texas Central High-Speed Train project that will connect Houston to North Texas, 
not only for bringing the first true high-speed train to the United States, but for the new opportunities this 
project will create for Texas and the nation. It will connect the largest economies in our state via the national 
rail network to our neighboring states and beyond. I encourage the board to support the petition in front of 
them from Texas Central.  
 
TAB is the voice fighting for public policy issues that grow jobs and represents thousands of companies of 
all sizes and industry sectors. Our members and 200 local chamber partners employ hundreds of thousands 
of workers and produce $8 billion annually in business. Our state is growing at the fastest rate in the country, 
comparable to a developing nation -- more than 1,000 people a day according to U.S. Census Bureau data. 
This historic population growth increases traffic and travel times, puts stress on aging infrastructure, and has 
led to congestion and safety concerns.  
 
It is imperative transportation infrastructure keep up with the current pace of growth not only for the state, 
but also for the nation. Through Texas Central’s joint ticketing agreement with Amtrak, the Texas business 
community will be able to more easily connect to and through other states, which will strengthen business 
markets across the country.  Transporting energy workers from North Texas to Houston and on to Louisiana 
is a perfect example of the need for this service.  There are so many more. 
 
Companies will be more easily able to expand into new markets, streamline matching of buyers and 
suppliers, and increase the geographic reach of their talent pipelines.  
 
From a public policy perspective, we believe approval of this petition will also encourage high-speed train 
lines that better and more efficiently connect the engines driving our American economy. This will promote 
a new high-speed train industry domestically which currently does not exist.  
 
This project has far reaching positive implications for our country.  It has the potential to spur new riders on 
the national network and develop a new industry in the United States creating jobs and economic growth for 
businesses across the country. As we say in Texas, we are “Open for Business” and we know that is the 
approach America as a whole supports as well!  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Moseley 
President and CEO 
Texas Association of Business  



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 8th day of October 2019, I caused a copy of the
foregoing letter of support to be served on all parties of record by email or first class mail,
postage paid.

Kathryn Kusske Floyd
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Docket Number.:   FD_36025_0 
   

   

Case Title:   TEXAS CENTRAL RAILROAD AND INFRASTRUCTURE, INC. & TEXAS 
CENTRAL RAILROAD, LLC—PETITION FOR EXEMPTION—
PASSENGER RAIL LINE BETWEEN DALLAS AND HOUSTON, TEX. 

 

The Honorable Ann D. Begeman 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, TX 20423  
  
The Honorable Patrick J. Fuchs 
Vice Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, TX 20423  
  
The Honorable Martin J. Oberman 
Member 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, TX 20423 

Dear Chairman Begeman, Vice Chairman Fuchs and Member Oberman:  

 
The Texas Association of Conference and Visitor Bureaus (TACVB) is supportive of the Texas Central High-Speed 
Train project that will be the first high-speed train in our nation.  This new choice to connect North Texas to 
Houston with a stop in the Brazos Valley is transformational for our country and imperative for our industry’s 
continued growth.  It will bring people to Texas who would not otherwise come here and it will encourage them to 
stay longer.  It will provide a link for travelers arriving to and through Texas via AMTRAK, airports and possibly 
even cruise lines.  As a result of this, we encourage the board to approve Texas Central’s petition.   
 
Texas is home to some of the nation’s largest airports, and seaports, and a high-speed train would serve as a critical 
travel connector between these transportation locations of our state’s two largest metropolitan areas and largest 
university, Texas A&M.   

There is no question that businesses and events will look at Texas and the United States differently and consider 
bringing their conventions, associations, business meetings and major events here. And, those who are here to do 
business will likely stay longer since they have doubled their market though a short 90-minute trip between the 
nation’s 4th and 6th largest economies. Families will not only come to vacation and see family, they will come to 
ride the train and have a unique travel experience within the United States. 



Texas Association of Convention and Visitors Bureaus 
P.O. Box 1256, Denton, Texas 76202  

940.999.1002 
 

 
In addition to travelers, it will broaden opportunities for the tourism and hospitality workforce and create even more 
jobs in supporting industries. 
 
Making journeys seamless is critical for the travel industry and this new reliable, safe transportation choice is 
critical as our population is exploding in these areas. Connecting these metro areas more efficiently will drive 
economic growth throughout the state, which in turn will drive additional travel and maximize the amount of time 
travelers can spend enjoying all of Texas and the region. And, because of the increased simplicity of traveling via 
high-speed train, tourists are likely to extend their trip to take advantage of the world-class entertainment, amenities 
and culture Texas has to offer.  
 
We are excited at the possibilities this high-speed train brings and hope you will approve Texas Central’s petition. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kim Philips 
Executive Director 
Texas Association of Convention & Visitor Bureaus  
 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 8th day of October 2019, I caused a copy of the
foregoing letter of support to be served on all parties of record by email or first class mail,
postage paid.

Kathryn Kusske Floyd
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October 8, 2019 

 
Chairman Ann D. Begemen 
Vice Chairman Patrick J. Fuchs 
Member Martin J. Oberman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423  
 
RE: Texas Central Petition 
 
Dear Chairwoman Begemen and Surface Transportation Board Members,  
 
The Transportation Advocacy Group (TAG) - Houston Region is an organization comprised of 
more than 150 businesses, organizations and individuals who have united to ensure adequate 
funding of Houston’s transportation infrastructure. TAG has supported the Texas high-speed 
train for many years, formally endorsing it in 2014 and again in 2016. We are writing to 
encourage the Surface Transportation Board to support the petition from Texas Central.  

 
Our state is adding more than 1,000 people per day and there is a growing need for more travel 
alternatives between Houston, North Texas, and beyond. Our transportation infrastructure must 
move the millions of people here now and the millions to come. This train will play an important 
role in the state’s transportation network and help complete the country’s interstate passenger 
railway network, which currently does not connect to Houston and North Texas. Filling this gap 
in the national railroad network benefits all and will drive train ridership on all systems. 

 
Through Texas Central’s joint ticketing agreement with Amtrak and the Sunset Limited, the train 
will link the largest economies in our state to our neighboring states and beyond, made even 
easier by the connection being provided between the Amtrak station and future high-speed rail 
station in Houston. The seamless ticketing will better join our energy industry to those energy 
centers in Oklahoma City and New Orleans. Tourists from all over the country and world will 
have easier access amenities in Houston, Dallas, and the Brazos Valley and to our burgeoning 
cruise ship industry in Galveston. In fact, Texans and all Americans will be able to more easily 
travel to other states for business, tourism, or just to visit family and friends. The train also has 
the potential to spur new riders on the national network, develop a new industry in the United 
States, and create billions in economic growth by better connecting our nation’s economic 
resources.  

 
TAG is excited to support the first true high-speed passenger rail system in the United States - a 
transportation infrastructure project of national importance that will provide a fast, safe, 
reliable, and convenient travel alternative between Houston, North Texas, and to the rest of the 
United States. 

 
Thank you, 
 
  
 
Carol A. Lewis     Jeff Collins 
TAG Co-Chair     TAG Co-Chair 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 8th day of October 2019, I caused a copy of the
foregoing letter of support to be served on all parties of record by email or first class mail,
postage paid.

Kathryn Kusske Floyd



October 7, 2019 
 
RE: Support for Texas Central High-Speed Train’s petition before the STB  
 
Board members, 
 
Texas Rail Advocates (TRA) fully endorses the Texas Central High-Speed Train project that will 
connect North Texas to Houston in less than 90 minutes with one stop in the Brazos Valley.  We 
are excited about the new opportunities this project will create for train passengers not only in 
Texas but across the country and therefore hope you will support the Texas Central petition 
before you.  
 
While Amtrak serves both Dallas and Houston, the corridor between these two cities has not 
been connected directly via passenger rail since 1995 when only a daily roundtrip connected the 
two cities. Now, after reaching a joint ticketing agreement with Texas Central last summer, the 
opportunity for that corridor to be serviced directly has been reinvigorated. The Texas Central 
service will add a much-needed connection that currently is missing in the national passenger rail 
network.   
 
This joint ticketing agreement will allow Texans to travel seamlessly to cities like Chicago via 
the Texas Eagle, Oklahoma City via the Heartland Flyer, or New Orleans via the Sunset Limited. 
Amtrak’s own calculations show that thousands of their interstate passengers would use the 
Texas Central line in the first year of operations, and that tens of thousands will take advantage 
of this partnership after the first decade of operations. 
 
Further, STB jurisdiction over Texas Central’s line – the first true high-speed train line in 
America – will advance federal policy favoring construction of additional high-speed train lines, 
which is in line with the Texas Rail Advocates mission to increase frequency of rail travel on 
existing routes, promote connectivity and support development of new routes. It makes sense 
that STB would have jurisdiction, and this would encourage the development of an American 
high-speed train industry bringing new jobs and opportunities to Texas and the nation.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
 
Peter LeCody 
President  
Texas Rail Advocates 
800 Jaguar Lane 
Dallas, Texas 75226 
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September 30, 2019 

 

The United States Surface Transportation Board (STB) 

395 E. Street SW 

Washington DC 20423 

 

RE: Support for Texas Central High-Speed Train’s Petition  

 

Dear Board Members: 

 

As Mayor of Plano, I am encouraged by the Texas Central High-Speed Train project that will connect 

Houston to North Texas, not only for bringing the first true high-speed train to the United States, but for the 

new opportunities this project will create for North Texas and the nation. I encourage the board to take 

jurisdiction as a result of its impact on the national railroad network.  

 

As Chair for the Transportation and Communications Committee of The U.S. Conference of Mayors, I 

intimately understand the importance of a robust travel network that offers mobility solutions and meets the 

needs of all travelers.  Our state is growing at the fastest rate in the country, similar to a developing nation -- 

more than 1,000 people a day according to U.S. Census Bureau data. This historic population growth 

increases traffic and travel times, puts stress on aging infrastructure, and has led to congestion and not 

enough road and highway expansions across Texas.  

 

Once this train is operational, Plano residents will be able to travel to Houston and back without ever needing 

to get behind the wheel of a car. With I-45 currently ranked as the second deadliest highway in America, I 

fully support this transportation alternative.  

 

Further, STB jurisdiction over Texas Central’s line – the first true high-speed train line in America – will 

further federal policy favoring construction of additional high-speed train lines that better and more 

efficiently connect our great cities.  

 

I am optimistic for all the new possibilities this will create for Plano, for our state, and for our country.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Harry LaRosiliere 

MAYOR 
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October 8, 2019  
 

Docket Number.:   FD_36025_0 
   

   

Case Title:   TEXAS CENTRAL RAILROAD AND INFRASTRUCTURE, INC. & 
TEXAS CENTRAL RAILROAD, LLC—PETITION FOR 
EXEMPTION—PASSENGER RAIL LINE BETWEEN DALLAS AND 
HOUSTON, TEX. 

 
The Honorable Ann D. Begeman 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, TX 20423  
  
The Honorable Patrick J. Fuchs 
Vice Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, TX 20423  
  
The Honorable Martin J. Oberman 
Member 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, TX 20423 
 
Dear Chairman Begeman, Vice Chairman Fuchs and Member Oberman:  
 
My name is Dianne Costa, Chair of the Denton County Transportation Authority (“DCTA”) Board of 
Directors, located in Denton, TX.  I am submitting this letter on behalf of the DCTA Board to request 
the approval of the petition by the Texas Central Railway to be taken under the jurisdiction of the 
USDOT Surface Transportation Board.  This approval would serve the interests of Texans and especially 
the regional economies of Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas.   
 
DCTA initiated service in 2002 when growth patterns emerged dictating the need for a more efficient 
means of transportation in the fast-growing Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Statistical Area (“DFW 
MSA”), which includes Denton County and extending into Southern Oklahoma.  The rapid growth, 
coupled with air quality concerns, indicated a dire need for an alternate mode of transportation to 
move more people with a lighter carbon footprint to allow continued growth.  DCTA’s rail rights-of-way 
are now secured and mass transit passenger service is available to provide an alternative to congested 
roadways.  Today, DCTA has linked to Dallas Area Rapid Transit (“DART”) servicing more than 3 million 



 
 

 

of the MSA’s population, Trinity Metro servicing the Tarrant County and Fort Worth area and has linked 
to non-DART metropolitan cities with buses and commuter offerings as the Dallas-Fort Worth 
metropolitan area expands along its northern edges.   
 
The vision and the foresight of those originating DCTA are just now beginning to be fully appreciated 
around the MSA, as the University of North Texas located in Denton grows at an astounding rate, 
adding 7,000 thousand students in the last 10 years.  As I begin my tenure as Chair, I look forward to 
continuing the market development for DCTA services from our commuter rail mainstay, local 
traditional bus service, customized innovative mobility services and more to provide travelers an 
alternative to driving into the MSA from North Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas.  These alternate mobility 
options mirror and complement the Federal Railroad Administration’s initiative to begin the 
environmental work from Oklahoma City, OK to Fort Worth, TX, Austin-San Antonio, TX and beyond.   
 
Texas Central’s corridor from North Texas to Houston fills a critical gap in the current national and 
regional transportation infrastructure, just as DCTA’s creation and existence is linking the rapidly 
expanding northern tier of the DFW MSA to its urban core.   
 
The DCTA Board of Directors emphatically encourages the Surface Transportation Board to take 
jurisdiction over the Texas Central project to close a critical gap in the interstate passenger rail system 
within the relatively near term with an expeditious review and approval of this application.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Dianne Costa 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Denton County Transportation Authority 
1955 Lakeway Drive, Ste 260 
Lewisville, TX 75057 
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