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Please check the public meeting you attended:

@ Mundelein Barrington Bartlett

Chicago Aurora Gary Joliet



Board says eaﬂy OK
‘of plan to buy rail line
would violate process

By Richard Wronski
msunz REPdRTER :

- eral court hi’ib'the pfoposal to re-b

route freight trains out of Chicago.
" The U.S. Surface Transgportation
Board saidit rejected the railroad’s
request because it would violate its
environmental review process,

The railroad had no immediate

comment on the board’s decision,
P last month that it was pre- -

@ to agk the U.S. Court of Ap-
¥ in Washington to.order the

, inMontreﬂl.
B S0 Ammayfor

-8 to rule on the sale if its re-
L qui quést were denied. The company;
N wantstobuythe .

3300 mllllon
““We did reserve the rlght to chal-
lenge the decision in court,” Jim

- Kvedaras, a CN vice presldent said

Monday.
‘ Frelght traffic through Chicago

and scores of nearby suburbs would -

be reduced if the purchase is ap-
proved, but would sharply increase
in dozens of other Chicago-area
communities, officials say The

EJ&E runs in a 198-mile arc from

Waukegan to Joliet to Gary; Ind.

" Citing a Dec. 31 deadline for ciog-
_ ingthe deal with the EJ&E’s own&y_ ot

~ US. Steel,, CNhadaskedthe

S demand

to approve the purchase by O
and determine the envire
concerns atalaterdate.
- If it didn’t completethemmsi-;&
tion by December, theraﬂmadlaw;‘\
there was substantial risk that U.S.
Steel would terminate the deal.
But the board said its eny
mental review would: net be i
ished unmasmm 1
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. lowas soon as possible after
that.
In deénying CN’s request
_‘Monday, the board said that
approval of the railroad’s bid
to buy the local line and the
environmental analysis were
“twolinks in the same chain”
and heeded to be studied to-
gether.
“We do not believe that it
would be consistent with [fed-
_eral environmental law] or
agency precedent to consider
the proposed [acquisition]
separately from our environ-
mental rev1ew ¥ the board
said. |
—_“The board s-decisioh came
‘as proponents of CN's
lined upatapublic Hearing in
dpgo to extol its benefit to
its of the city and to
i 'suburbs that have
bt plagued for years by rail
pestion.

At four hearings. on' the
‘board’s draft environmental

g&t statement two weeks
g -thousands of suburban

- residents from Barrington to -

‘Manhattan voiced opposi-

- tion. Citing the board’s -re-

port, critics said the in-
creased freight traffic could
hinder emergency responses
in some communities and
would mean long delays for
some motorists stuck at

: blocked crossings.

Drivers would face long de-

; lays at 15 rail crossings in a

dozen Chicago-area commu-
nities if the deal were: ap-
proved, according to the envi-
ronmental- impact report.
The report also identified 10
suburbs - where increased
freight traffic- eould hinder
emergency responses.

But at a hearing Monday at
Loyola University’s down-
town campus, two Chicago al-

derm::;;a a stata Tepresenta-’

Awo- University of
Chicago professors joined a
coalition of suburbs that back
CN’s plan.

’I‘hey accused the board of
ignoring parts of the region
that would see fewer trains if
the sale were approved.

State Rep. Karen Yar-
brough, whose 7th District
represents Chicago’s clgse-in
western suburbs, was among
those who said she faulted the
board’s hearing .process for

“favoring opponents of CN’s
SR fpr R P R S S LRy

Tribune photo by Terrence Antonio James
Canadian Natlonal Railway Co.is pushing its plan to reroute freight trains out of Chicago.

plan.
“Please do not tell my con-
stituents that disruption to
their lives from train conges-
tion is less important than
disruption to the lives of
those along the EJ&E,” she
sajd at the hearing.

Yarbrough said 59 commut-
er trains and 40 to 60 freight
trains a day pass through
Maywood, where she lives. “1
have more commuter trains
alone passing daily through
my village than the total
trains the communities on
the EJ&E will see in one day;,”
she said. v

'Ald. Pat Dowell (3rd) criti-’
cized the “me-first attitude”
of some suburbs that think

their. iiiterests are more im-
pol‘tanf  the city of Chi-
cago&u bt

James Foote a. CN vice
president, testified that the
railway’s plan to divert most

' of the railroad’s trains to the

lightly used EJ&E - tracks
would reduce rail and vehicle
congestion.

About 60 communities in-
side the EJ&E’s looping arc
would benefit, he said.
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