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July 16, 2007

Mr vemon A Wilhams
Office of the Secretary
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S W O
Washington, D C 20423-0001 q /l

RE: SI'B Finance Dochet Yo. 34986 - \ erified Notice of Exemption Qﬁ
Ashland Railroad. Inc. - “otice of | ease and Operation of Rail Line 0 4/
Frechold. Monmouth County, New Jersey q '7 I

STB Finance Docket No. 34987 - Venified Notice uf Exemption 9‘\
G. David Crane - Continuance in Control — Ashland Railway, Inc.

Dear Mr. Williams

We are wnting today to respectfully request that the Surface Transportation Board
conduct an addmenal comprehensive review and assure the opportunity for full public
participation pnor to any further consideration by the Board in cotpunction with ths case
Spucifically we ure requesting

1) A fuil emvironmental review o he undenaken by the Surlace Transpontation Board s
Sccnion of Enviranmental Analyys which would conform to the necessary requirements
mandaced m state law

2y A puohie reacng in Manmoett County to offer the tesidems-—a ho would he atfected as
J result of the wrantng o1 this exception—the opporiumty to appeal directly helore the
Bourd 10 vxpress their resen ations of the pending application

After an xhaustive review of dacuments submutted .o this case, we have come 1o the
conclusion that further reyiew must be sertormed by the Su-teee Transportanon Boar w
properly ensure the heatth and satsty ot the environment ane especially nearby residents
specifically we believe that des clupment o' iy site Lor ral operations would result in
sigmficant wetlands disturhance  Furthier. iy mdusinal use -bat 15 permitied could posstbly
produce hazardous leachate thos creaung a deletenous affect to the water supply n the region
Nather Ashland nor Crane - the appicants 10t the rail hize sxemption—has ¢ wddresscii the



potential impacts of construction or the operation of a transtoeding facility on the wetlands and
streams present on the property. As the Monmouth Connty Solid Waste Advisory Council stated
in their June 26™ submssion, “the substannal wetlands and waterways on the western portion of
the proposcd lease feed the Manasquan River and Reservoir, 3 major source of potable water for
Moamouth Comnty's growing population™ The Counly also correctly states that several federal
and state environmental perauts to comyol and manitor surface and groundwater discharges as
well a8 air emission impacts from the facility’s operations and associated traffic would
traditionally be requred We believe that the health impacts that could result from a potential
unreguiated waste transfer facility warrant the additional effort which wounld be needed to
undertake a full environmental review m this case.

Addinronally, the large public involvement that has already been presext in this case
including unanimous resolutions by the Monmouth County Board of Chosen Frecholders,
Freehoid Township Committes, and Freehold Boro Conmnittee axpresung reservations to the
project as well g3 thousands of citizen letters sent to various state end federal officials—warrants
the opportunity for pablic gricvances to be heard directly before the Board.

Once again, in a bipartisan stztement, we implore the Boaxd to use all means necessary
and avajlable to exercise fill ad aggressive due diligence in reviewing the merits of this case.
Thank you for your time and attention in this matter,

Sincerely,

Gl il Oyt e p a2

Member of Congress Mayor, Freehold Twsp. Mayor, Freehold Boro



The Honorable Chnstopher H Smith
2373 Raybum House Office Building
Washington, DC 205135

I'he Honorable Dorothy Avallone
One Municipal Plaza
Freehold, NJ 07728

The Honorable Michael Wilson
51 West Main Streat
Frechold, NJ 07728
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s s to certady that all persons on the senvice hisi for FD 34986 and FD 34987
have been sent a copy of the July 16, 2007 formal 1iling hy Congressman Chnistopher H
Smuth. Mayor Dorothy Asallone and Mayor Michacl Walsan



