
JulvlO.2007

Mr VemonA Williams
Office of the Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S W
Washington. D C 20423-(WO 1

RK: S I'B Finance Docket No. 34986 - \ erifled .Notice nf Kxemplion
Ashland Railroad. IDC. - Notice of I ease and Operation of Rail Line
Freehold. Monmouth Count*, N'ew Jerset

STB Finance Docket No. 34987 - Verified Notice uf Exemption
G. David Crane - Continuance in Control - Ashland Railway. Inc.

Dear Mr. \\ illiams

We are writing today to respectfully request that the Surface Transportation Board
conduct an additional comprehensive review and assure the opportunity for full public
participation prior to an> further consideration by the Board in conjunction with this case
Specifically we are requesting

1 ) A fii!I environmental review to ho undertaken n> ihc Surface 1 ransporun ion FVard *
Section nf Environmental Analv.MS which would con form to ihe necessary requirements
mandated in stale law

2 j A punlic rearing in M^nnioutn County to otTer the ictidvius—* ho would be affected as
a result of the granting ot this exception—the opportunity to appeal dirccilv before the
Board to express their reservation^ of the pending application

After .in exhaustive rev ic« ot doamicnis submitted .:i this case, we have come to the
conclusion that fun her rc\ lew musi be icrlonncd by ihc Siriacc franspo nation Uoarti 10
properly ensure the health and sal-jiv ot the env ironment .me* especially nearhv residents
"»pecifically we hclicvi1 Ui.u dculopincni o1 :h* sue lor r.*.i! opera;i<ms could result in
îginHcant wetlands disturhancc I:unher. my mdiismal uso 'hat is permiticd could poss-bly

produce hazardous leachaie thus creating a deleicnous affect to the water supply in the region
Neither Ashlar.d nor Crane - ihe applicant* ior the r.iil line jxcmpr.on—have ».ddrcs»cil the



potential impacts of construction or the operation of a transloading facility on the wetlands and
screams present on the property. As the Monmorah County Solid Waste Advisory Council stated
in their June 26* submission, "the substantial wetlands and waterways on die western portion of
ibe proposed lease feed the Manosquan River and Reservoir, a major source of potable waur for
Moomouth County's growing population." The County also correctly rotes that several federal
and state environmental permits to control and monitor surface and gnmndwater discharges as
tudi «B tar «flufyifln »|ii|nmfjc ftx>oithAiacflity'sopefltiona andasaodatodtiiffic would
traditionally be required We believe tbat the health impacts that could rank from a potential
imreguIatedwimetrarisferfKiUtywaii^
undertake a mil environmental review m this case.

Additionally, the large public involvement that has already been present in this case
tnrti™ npcnliitintia hy fte Mnrnnmith fVmtrty BnatJ «f C*naen FrprfiftM^c

Freehold Township Committee, and Freehold Boro Committee *»p»Tfmg reservations ID the
project as well as thousands of citizen lettera sent to various state and federal qfficMls—M-ni rants

pportunity for public grievances to be heant dmcfly befixe tto Board.

Once again, la a bipartisan statement, we implore the Bond to use all means necessary
and available to exercise full and aggressive due difigeooemrrviewu^lfae merits of this case.
Thank yon for your rime and attention in mis matter.

Sincerely,

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH DCU^DTHYAVALLONE MICHAEL WILSON
Member of Congress Mayor, Freehold Twsp. Mayor, Freehold Boro



The Honorable Christopher H Smith
2373 Raybum House Ortlce Building
Washington. DC 20515

The Honorable Dorothy A\ allone
One Municipal P!a/a
Freehold, NJ 07728

The Honorable Michael Wilson
51 \Vcsi Mam Street
Freehold. NJ 07728



This is to ccrtil} thai all persons on the sen ice lis; for FD 34QS6 and FD 340S7
have been sent a cop> of the July 16. 20U? formal tiling h y Congressman Christopher H
Smith. M.ivor Doroth\ -\\allonc and Mavor Michael U ilson


