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Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

VIA E-FILING 

Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief, Section of Administration 

Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 

Washington, DC 20423-0001 

October 28, 2022 

Re: Pioneer Valley Railroad Company, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption - In the 
Town of Southampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, 
Surface Transportation Board Docket No -AB 531 (Sub-No. 3X). 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Enclosed for filing in the above referenced docket number is a Verified Notice of 

Exemption filed on behalf of Pioneer Valley Railroad Company, Inc. to abandon a line of 
railroad. The filing fee of $4,60.0.00 has been paid via pay.gov. 

If there are any questions regarding this filing, please contact me. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Michael S. Schneider 

Counsel for Pioneer Valley 

Railroad Company, Inc. 

One Monarch Place, Suite 1900 • Springfield, MA 01144-1900 • T 413-733-3711 • F 413-734-397 0 • dwpm.com 
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STB Docket No. AB 531 (Sub-No. 3X) 

PIONEER VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY, INC. -ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, MA 

Dated: October 28, 2022 
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VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

'Michael S. Schneider 

Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury, 
& Murphy, P.C 

One Monarch Place 
1414 Main Street, Floor 19 
Springfield, MA 01144 
mschneider@dwpm.com 

Counsel for Pioneer Valley Railroad 

Company, Inc. 



Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. AB 531 (Sub-No. 3X) 

PIONEER VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY, INC. 
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, MA 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Pioneer Valley Railroad Company, Inc. ("PVRR"), is filing this Notice of Exemption 

under the Board's class exemption procedures at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50, seeking exemption 

authority for its abandonment of the Florence Secondary line of railroad that constitutes all of 

PVRR's right of way in Southampton, Massachusetts and that runs approximately four and one­

quarter (4.25) miles from the northern terminus at Coleman Road (approximate milepost 69.70 in 

PVRR's original track chart) to the southern terminus at Brickyard Road, near its intersection 

with Valley Road (approximate milepost 73.95 in PVRR's original track chart) in the Town of 

Southampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts (the "Subject Line"). A map of the Subject 

Line is attached as Exhibit A. 

The Subject Line has been out of service for far longer than two years, so no change in 

operations will occur as a result of the abandonment. Following the abandonment, PVRR plans 
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Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

to transfer the Subject Line to the Town of Southampton, Massachusetts, to be railbanked for 

public use pursuant to the National Trail Systems Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1247(d). 

This Notice of Exemption is being filed pursuant to the requirements of 49 CFR 

§ 1152.50 regarding exemptions for out of service rail lines. In a~cordance with such 

requirements, PVRR hereby provides the following information in support of its request for an 

abandonment exemption: 

831927.1 

1) The exact name of the Applicant is Pioneer Valley Railroad Company, Inc. 

2) PVRR is a common carrier by railroad subject to the STB's jurisdiction under 49 

USC Subtitle IV, Chapter 105. 

3) The relief sought by PVRR is an exemption for abandonment of the line of railroad 

that constitutes all of PVRR's right of way in Southampton, Massachusetts and that 

runs approximately four and one-quarter ( 4.25) miles from the northern terminus at 

Coleman Road to the southern terminus at Brickyard Road, near its intersection with 

Valley Road in the Town of Southampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts. 

4) A map of the Subject Line is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

5) The representative of PVRR to whom correspondence should be sent is Michael S. 

Schneider at Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury, & Murphy, P.C., 1414 Main Street, 

Springfield, MA 01144, 413-733-3111 x 316, mschneider@dwpm.com . 

6) The Subject Line traverses through the United States Postal Service ZIP Code of 

01073. 

7) PVRR acknowledges that the Subject Line may be useful for further public use: 

PVRR intends to transfer the Subject Line to the Town of Southampton, 
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Massachusetts, to be railbanked for public use pursuant to the National Trail Systems 

Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1247(d). 

8) The proposed abandonment of such line by PVRR shall not be consummated until at 

least 50 days after the filing of this Verified Notice of Exemption. 

9) PVRR certifies that: 

a. No local traffic has moved over the Subject Line for over two years. There is 

no overhead traffic on the Subject Line. 

b. No formal complaint by a user of rail service on the Subject Line, or a state or 

local government entity acting on behalf of such user, regarding cessation of 

service over the Subject Line either is pending with the Board or any U.S. 

District Court, or has been decided in favor of the complainant within the two­

year period. 

10) Although no employees of PVRR will be affected by the proposed abandonment, 

PVRR recognizes that its abandonment of the Subject Line will be made subject to 

the standard employee protective conditions as set forth in Oregon Short Line 

Railroad, Co. - Abandonment - Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

1 I) PVRR has filed an Environmental and Historical Report, attached as Exhibit B, with 

the Board, and served the agencies listed in 49 CFR §1105.7(b) and the 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, on October 7, 2022, more than twenty days 

prior to this filing. 

12) Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152(d)(l) 

and 1105.11 are attached as Exhibit C. 
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For the reasons set forth above, the Board should find that PVRR's proposed 

abandonment satisfies the exemption requirements of 49 CPR 1152.50 and should issue 

the appropriate notice. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael S. Schneider 
Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury, & Murphy 
Monarch Place 
1414 Main Street, Floor 19 
Springfield, MA O 1144 
mschneider@dwpm .com 



Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

COMBINED VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION 

I hereby verify and certify on behalf of Pioneer Valley Railroad Company, Inc., under the 

penalties of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct. Further, I certify that I am qualified 

and authorized to file this Combined Verification and Certification. 

Executed on October 28, 2022 

831927.l 
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EXHIBIT A 

MAP OF SUBJECT LINE 
(SEE BELOW.)1 

1 Please note that the enclosed map has also been used for PVRR's Combined Environmental and Historic Report 
and note the approximate location of certain railroad structures on the Subject Line. 
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Existing Conditions Review of Bf'ldges and Culverts 
Southampton Greenway Committee 
Southampton, MA 01073 
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EXHIBITB 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORICAL 
REPORT (SEE BELOW.) 
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT ("CEHR") 
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8) 

Docket No. AB 531 (Sub-No. 3X) 

PIONEER VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY, INC.-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION­
IN THE TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, MA 

Originally Dated: October 7, 2022 
Updated: October 28, 2022 

Pioneer Valley Railroad Company, Inc. ("PVRR") submits this Combined Environmental 

and Historic Report in accordance with 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8. PVRR has fulfilled the 

requirements of§§ 1105.7 and 1105.8 by consulting with the specified and appropriate public 

agencies by sending letters requesting comments on the effect of this proposed abandonment on 

the environment and on matters of historic preservation. Copies of the letters and all responses 

received to date by PVRR are attached to this Report in Exhibit 2B. Any responses received in 

the future will be promptly furnished to the Board. 

1. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and 
other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current 
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to 
the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly 
delineating the project. 

Response: PVRR proposes to abandon an out-of-service line of railroad known as the Florence 

Secondary that constitutes all of PVRR's right of way in Southampton, Massachusetts and that 

runs approximately four and one-quarter ( 4.25) miles from the northern terminus at Coleman 

Road (approximate milepost 69.70 in PVRR's original track chart) to the southern terminus at 

Brickyard Road, near its intersection with Valley Road (approximate milepost 73.95 in PVRR's 
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original track chart) in the Town of Southampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts (the 

"Line"). 

As the Line has been out of service for more than two years, no commodities are 

transported on the Line, and no changes in current operations or maintenance practices will result 

from the proposed abandonment. 

PVRR does not intend to salvage the Line. The only structures on the Line are two 

bridges and eleven culverts of unknown age. Following abandonment, PVRR will convey the 

Line to the Town of Southampton to be converted into a "rail trail" as commonly known 

pursuant to the National Trail Systems Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1247. 

PVRR is not aware of any other reasonable alternative to the proposed abandonment. 

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached as Exhibit 1. 

2. Transportation System. Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or 
local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic 
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or 
modes as a result of the proposed action. 

Response: The proposed abandonment will not have any effects on regional or local 

transportation systems and patterns because the Line has been out of service for more than 

two years. There is no freight or passenger traffic on the Line to be diverted to other 

transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed abandonment. 

3. Land Use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies 
and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, 
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. 
Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil 
Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated 
coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by§ 1105.9. (iv) If the 
proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is 
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10905 and explain why. 
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Response: 

(i) PVRR is unaware of any inconsistencies between the proposed abandonment and existing 

land use plans. PVRR consulted with the Town of Southampton as well as the Pioneer Valley 

Planning Commission on this matter by letters dated October 7, 2022, requesting comments and 

included a copy of the preliminary CEHR1. (See Exhibit 2A.) No comments have been received 

to date. (See Exhibit 2B.) 

(ii) PVRR does not believe the proposed abandonment will have any effect on any prime 

agricultural land that will be affected. PVRR consulted with the United States Department of 

Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service ("USDA NCRS") (the agency succeeding to 

the responsibilities of the Soil Conservation Service) on this matter by letter dated October 7, 

2022, requesting comments and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR. (See Exhibit 2A.) No 

comments have been received to date. 

(iii) PVRR does not believe the proposed abandonment would have any effect on a designated 

coastal zone. In an abundance of caution, however, PVRR mailed a copy of the preliminary 

CEHR to the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management ("MOCZM") on October 7, 

2022, for its information and to provide MOCZM an opportunity to comment. (See Exhibit 2A.) 

No comments have been received to date. 

(iv) PVRR does not believe the Line is suitable for any alternative public use, other than 

conveying it to the Town of Southampton for use as a "rail trail". 

4. Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy 
resources. (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable 

1 Please note that in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts county government - to the extent it remains in existence -
does not have any land use planning role. 
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commodities. (iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or 
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why. (iv) If the proposed action 
will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than: (A) 1,000 rail 
carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part 
of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and 
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. 

Response: The Line is out of service and has not handled any local or overhead traffic for over 

two years. Therefore, the proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of 

energy resources or recyclable commodities, will not result in any change in overall energy 

efficiency, and will not cause any diversion from rail to motor carriage. 

5. Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in either: (A) An increase in rail traffic 
of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at 
least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) 
an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload 
activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the 
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify 
the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 
10502) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned 
line, only the eight train a day provision in subsection (5)(i)(A) will apply. (ii) If 
the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air 
Act, and will result in either: (A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent 
(measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day 
on any segment of rail line, (B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 
percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic 
of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a 
given road segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions are 
within the parameters established by the State Implementation Plan. However, for 
a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. 10502), or a case 
involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the 
three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. (iii) If transportation of ozone 
depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: 
the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices (including 
any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on 
derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; 
and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the 
event of a collision or derailment. 

Response. Because the Line has been out of service for more than two years and has 

handled no traffic within that period, the proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail 
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traffic, rail yard activity, or motor carrier traffic. In addition, the abandonment would not 

affect the air quality or the transportation of ozone depleting materials. 

6. Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are 
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental 
increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) an increase to a noise 
level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive receptors ( e.g., 
schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and nursing 
homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors 
if the thresholds are surpassed. 

Response: This assessment inapplicable to the proposed abandonment because the thresholds 

identified in item 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(5)(i) have not been surpassed. 

7. Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety 
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). (ii) If hazardous 
materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; the 
frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, 
could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any 
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on 
derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous 
materials. (iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there 
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the 
location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved. 

Response: 

(i) · Because the Line is out of service, the proposed action would have no effect on public 

health and safety. 

(ii) No hazardous materials would be transported as a result of the proposed abandonment. 

(iii) PVRR is unaware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been 

known materials spills on the right-of-way. 

8. Biological Resources. (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered 
or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe 
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Response: 

the effects. (ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State 
parks or forests will be affected, and describe any effects. 

(i) PVRR does not believe that the proposed abandonment is likely to adversely 

affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. PVRR 

consulted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("USF&W") on this matter by letter 

dated October 7, 2022, requesting comments and included a copy of the preliminary 

CEHR. (See Exhibit 2A.) No comments have been received to date. 

(ii) PVRR does not believe the proposed abandonment would affect any wildlife sanctuaries or 

refuges, National or State parks or forests. Conrail consulted with the National Parks Service on 

this matter by letter dated October 7, 2022, requesting comments and included a copy of the 

preliminary CEHR. (See Exhibit 2A.) No comments have been received to date. 

9. Water. (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state 
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or 
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on 
consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits 
under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for 
the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood 
plains will be affected. Describe the effects. (iii) State whether permits under 
section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the 
proposed action. 

Response: 

(i) PVRR is aware of no inconsistency of the proposed abandonment with Federal, State, or 

local water quality standards. PVRR consulted with the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection ("MADEP") and the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

("USEPA") on this matter by letters dated October 7, 2022, requesting comments and included a 

copy of the preliminary CEHR. (See Exhibit 2A.) No comments have been received to date. 
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(ii) PVRR believes no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act would be required 

for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains 

would be affected by the proposed abandonment. PVRR consulted with the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers on this matter by letter dated October 7, 2022, requesting comments and 

included a copy of the preliminary CEHR. (See Exhibit 2A.) No comments have been 

received to date. As indicated above, however, PVRR does not plan to engage in any salvage 

activities. 

(iii) PVRR believes that no permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be 

required for the proposed abandonment. PVRR consulted with MADEP and the USEPA on 

this matter by letters dated October 7, 2022, requesting comments and included a copy of the 

preliminary CEHR. (See Exhibit 2A.) No comments have been received to date. 

10. Proposed Mi tigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate 
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is 
appropriate. 

Response: PVRR does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed 

abandonment and, therefore, believes there is no need for any mitigating actions. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

Proposed Action and Alternatives 

Pioneer Valley Railroad company, Inc. ("PVRR") proposes to abandon an out-of­

service line of railroad known as the Florence Secondary that constitutes all of PVRR's right 

of way in Southampton, Massachusetts and that runs approximately four and one-quarter 

(4.25) miles from the northern terminus at Coleman Road (approximate milepost 69.70 in 

PVRR's original track chart) to the southern terminus at Brickyard Road, near its intersection 

with Valley Road (approximate milepost 73.95 in PVRR's original track chart) in the Town of 

Southampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts (the "Line"). The Line runs only through 

the U.S. Postal Zip Code 01073. 

As the Line has been out of service for more than two years, no commodities are 

transported on the Line, and no changes in current operations or maintenance practices will result 

from the proposed abandonment. 

PVRR does not intend to salvage the Line. The only structures on the Line are two 

bridges and eleven culverts of unknown age. Following abandonment, PVRR will convey the 

Line to the Town of Southampton to be converted into a "rail trail" as commonly known 

pursuant to the National Trail Systems Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1247. 

PVRR is not aware of any other reasonable alternative to the proposed abandonment. 

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached as Exhibit 1. 

Additional Information 

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and 
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of 
the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the 
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locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 
years old or older and are part of the proposed action. 

Response: Relevant topographic maps are attached as Exhibit 3 and were furnished to 

the Massachusetts Historical Commission along with the preliminary CEHR. 

2. A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to 
the extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics 
of the surrounding area. 

Response: The Line's right-of-way is approximately fifty (50') feet wide and 4.25 

miles long. The Line runs from the northern terminus at Coleman Road to the southern 

terminus at Brickyard Road, near its intersection with Valley Road in the Town of 

Southampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts. The surrounding area is rural and has a 

relatively flat, forested topography; it crosses the Manhan River Valley twice. 

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of 
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the 
immediately surrounding area. 

Response: There are two bridges and eleven culverts located on the Line. PVRR has no 

knowledge of their age, but digital photographs of each are attached hereto as Exhibit 4. 

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of 
any major alterations, to the extent such information is known. 

Response: PVRR has no information regarding the age of the two bridges and eleven 

culverts located on the Line. 

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation 
of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action. 

Response: The Line was originally run by Hampshire and Hampden Railroad. In 

the 1920s the Line ceased carrying passengers, but it continued to carry freight. The 
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Line was conveyed by Consolidated Rail Corporation to PVRR on June 30, 1982. 

PVRR used the Line to carry freight until the 1990s, when it ceased operations on the 

Line. 

The Line is out of service and has handled no traffic within the past two years. 

Consequently, no change in operations is contemplated as a result of the proposed 

abandonment. 

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as 
engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that 
is found to be historic. 

Response: PVRR possesses valuation maps of the Line; however, it has no other 

documents regarding the Line or its structures. 

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's 
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and 
whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other 
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for 
these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities); 

Response: Based on readily available information in PVRR's 's possession, PVRR 

believes that the Line is not unusual or noteworthy for inclusion on the National 

Register of Historic Places, although the Line does run through the Southampton 

Center Historic District, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

PVRR does not believe that there are any archeological resources or other previously 

unknown historic properties in the project area. 

PVRR has consulted with the Massachusetts Historical Commission on this matter by 

letter dated October 7, 2022, requesting assistance to determine whether there are any 
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archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the 

project area, and included a copy of the preliminary CEHR. (See Exhibit 2A.) No 

comments have been received to date. 

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's 
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, 
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect 
the archeological recovery ofresources (such as swampy conditions or the 
presence of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain. 

Response: Based on readily available information in its possession, PVRR is 

unaware of any prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill or environmental conditions 

(naturally occurring or man-made) that might affect the archeological recovery of 

resources. 

9. Within 30 days ofreceipt of the historic report, the State Historic 
Preservation Officer may request the following additional information 
regarding specified non-railroad owned properties or groups of properties 
immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs of specified 
properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of- way ( or other 
public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of 
any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location and 
type of the site (i.e., prehistoric or native American). 

Response: PVRR does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will 

need to be supplied in association with the proposed abandonment. If any additional 

information is requested, however, PVRR will promptly supply the necessary 

information. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, the undersigned hereby certifies that a 
copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB 531 (Sub-No. 
3X) was mailed via first class mail on October 7, 2022 to the following parties: 

(1) The State Clearinghouse of each State Massachusetts Health Promotion Clearinghouse 
involved ( or other State equivalent 2 Boylston, 4th Floor 
agency if the State has no clearinghouse; Boston, MA 02116 

(2) The State Environmental Protection Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Agency of each State involved; Protection, 

W estem Regional Office 
436 Dwight Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(3) The State Coastal Zone Management Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone 
Agency for any state where the proposed Management 
activity would affect land or water uses 251 Causeway Street; Suite 1900 
within that State's coastal zone; Boston, MA 02114-2138 

(4) The head of each county (or Select Board 
comparable political entity including any 210 College Highway, Suite 7 
Indian reservations) through which the Southampton, MA 01073 
lines goes; 

(5) the appropriate regional offices of the U.S. EPA New England 
Environmental Protection Agency; 5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 

Boston, MA 02109-3912 

(6) The US Fish and Wildlife Service; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

(7) The US Army Corp of Engineers U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
New England District 
696 Virginia Road 
Concord, MA 01742 

(8) The National Park Service; National Park Service 
Gay Vietzke, Regional Director 
1234 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
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(9) The National Resources Conservation 
Service; 

(10) The National Geodetic Survey 
(formerly known as the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey) as designated agent for 
the National Geodetic Survey and the US 
Geological Survey; and 

( 11) Any other agencies that have been 
consulted in preparing the report. 

National Resources Conservation Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
195 Russell Street, Suite B6 
Hadley, MA 01035 

Communications and Outreach Branch, NOAA, 
N/NGS12 
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #8716 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
60 Congress Street, First Floor 
Springfield, MA 01104 
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~---~ 
Michael S. Schneider 
Counsel for Pioneer Valley Railroad 
Company, Inc. 



HISTORIC REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F .R. § 1105. 8( c ), the undersigned hereby 
certifies that a copy of t~e Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. 
AB 531 (Sub-No. 3X) was mailed via first class mail on October 7, 2022 to the 
following party: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Ms. Brona Simon, State Historic Preservation Officer 
220 Morrisey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 
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~___,-- ~ 

Michael S. Schneider 
Counsel for Pioneer Valley Railroad 
Company, Inc. 



EXHIBIT 1 
(Below.) 

Please note that the attached Site Overview also indicates the approximate locations of 
those railroad structures photographed and attached herein as Exhibit 4. 
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EXHIBIT 2A 
(Below.) 
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■■II 
Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

October 7, 2022 

By First-Class Mail 

All agencies and Officials on the Attached Service List 

Re: Pioneer Valley Railroad Company, Inc.-Abandonment Exemption-In 
Southampton, Hampshire County, MA, STB Docket No. AB 531 (Sub-No. 3X) 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Pioneer Valley Railroad Company, Inc. ("PVRR") plans to request authority from the 
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon an out-of-service line of railroad known as the 
Florence Secondary that constitutes all of PVRR's right of way in Southampton, Massachusetts 
and that runs approximately four and one-quarter ( 4.25) miles from the northern terminus at 
Coleman Road (approximate milepost 69.70 in PVRR's original track chart) to the southern 
terminus at Brickyard Road (approximate milepost 73.95 in PVRR's original track chart), near 
its intersection with Valley Road in the Town of Southampton, Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts (the "Line"). The Line runs only through U.S. Postal Zip Code 01073. A map 
showing the Line is enclosed in the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historic Report 
("CEHR"). 

In advance of preparing a final environmental report as required by STB regulations, 
PVRR is consulting with appropriate government agencies and officials to identify concerns they 
may have regarding environmental effects of the proposed abandonment. To assist in the 
process, PVRR has prepared a preliminary CEHR report which is enclosed. We would appreciate 
your comments on the portions of the preliminary report within the area of your authority. 

In addition, we are specifically requesting the assistance of officials and agencies in 
identifying certain types of potential effects of the proposed action as indicated below: 

LOCAL AND/OR REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCIES: State whether the proposed 
action is consistent with existing land use plans. Please describe any inconsistencies. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE: State the effects of the proposed on any prime agricultural land. 

Michael S. Schneider Direct (413) 233 9516 mschneider@dwpm.com 

One Monarch Place, Suite 1900 · Springfield, MA 07144-1900 · T 413-733-3111 • F 413-734-3910 · dwpm com 



Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

October 7, 2022 
Page 2 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE: State whether the proposed action is likely to 
adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if 
so, describe the effects. 

NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National 
or State parks or forests will be affected, and describe the effects. 

STATE WATER QUALITY OFFICIALS: State whether the proposed action is 
consistent with applicable Federal, State, or Local water quality standards. Please describe any 
inconsistencies. 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act are required for the proposed action, and (2) whether any designated 
wetlands or 100-year flood plans will be affected. Please describe any effects. 

U.S. ENVIRONMNETAL PROTECTION AGENCY AND ST A TE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (OR EQUIVALENT AGENCY): (1) identify 
the location of hazardous waste and known hazardous material spills on the right of way and list 
the types of hazardous materials involved, and (2) state whether permits under Section 402 of the 
Clean Water Act are required for the proposed action. 

We would appreciate your response by email to mschneider@dwpm.com or by first-class 
mail to the above address, within 20 days of the date of this letter, so PVRR can include and 
analyze your comments in the environmental report it will submit to the STB. 

If you have any questions about PVRR's proposal or if you need assistance in this matter, 
please call me at 413-233-9516. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Enclosures 
CC: 

Katharine Klein, Esq., via email w/ enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Michael S. Schneider 
Counsel for Pioneer Valley Railroad 
Company, Inc. 



Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

October 7, 2022 
Page 3 

Tom Owen, President, via email w/ enclosures 

James Plasse, CFO, via email w/ enclosures 

David Pederson, General Manager, via email w/ enclosures 

Service List: 

Massachusetts Health Promotion Clearinghouse 
2 Boylston, 4th Floor 
Boston, MA 02116 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Western Regional Office 
436 Dwight Street 
Springfield, MA O 1103 

Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management 
251 Causeway Street; Suite 1900 
Boston, MA 02114-2138 

Select Board 
210 College Highway, Suite 7 
Southampton, MA O 1073 

U.S. EPA New England 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 
Boston, MA 02109-3 912 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
New England District 
696 Virginia Road 
Concord, MA 01742 

National Park Service 
Gay Vietzke, Regional Director 
1234 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 



Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

October 7, 2022 
Page4 

National Resources Conservation Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
195 Russell Street, Suite B6 
Hadley, MA 01035 

Communications and Outreach Branch, NOAA, NINOS 12 
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #8716 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
60 Congress Street, First Floor 
Springfield, MA O 1104 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Ms. Brona Simon, State Historic Preservation Officer 
220 Morrisey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 



EXHIBIT 2B 

None as of October 28, 2022. 

On October 20, 2022 Counsel for PVRR spoke with Kathleen Fournier, 
Environmental Scientist with the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
to clarify that physical work on the Line would be taking place only after abandonment 
and sale of the Line to the Town of Southampton, Massachusetts. Ms. Fournier's business 
telephone number are (617) 877-0375 and (413) 755-2267. 

On October 28, 2022 Counsel for PVRR spoke with Deborah Brooks, 
Communication Specialist with the National Geodetic Survey. Ms. Brooks requested an 
electronic version of the CEHR. Counsel for PVRR complied with Ms. Brooks request by 
forwarding a .pdf of PVRR's Verified Notice of Exemption and this CEHR to 
rrae@noaa.go on October 28, 2022. Ms. Brooks' business telephone number is (301) 832-
1063. 

17 



EXHIBIT 3 
(Below.) 

Please note the Line's northern terminus is depicted in the attached 7.5 Minute USGS 
Easthampton Quadrangle; the Line's southern terminus is depicted in the attached 7.5 
Minute USGS Mt. Tom Quadrangle. 
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(Below.) 
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Southampton Greenway - Existing Structures Inspections Tts,,e&Bond 

PHOTOS 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 
Manhan River Bridge 

Photo 1: East Elevation of the Manhan River Bridge 

Photo 2: View of the South Abutment 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 3: View of the Center Pier 

Photo 4: View of the North Abutment 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 5: North end of girders, complete section loss of rivet heads 

Photo 6: Heavy debris on bearing 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 7: Existing timber deck with railroad ties 

Photo 8: Undermining of center pier 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS T19he&Bond 

Bridge over Gunn Road 

Photo 9: West Elevation of the bridge over Gunn Road 

Photo 10: Rusting and deterioration of the steel stiffeners 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 11: Rusting of riveted steel panels above the bridge pier 

Photo 12: Cracked bearing on the bridge pier 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tlghe&Bond 

Photo 13: Cracked bearing on the bridge pier 

Photo 14: Tipped anchor bolt on the north abutment 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Taghe&Bond 

Photo 15: Existing timber deck with railroad ties 

Culvert 1 

Photo 16: West Elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 17: East Elevation showing Collapsed Section 

Photo 18: Interior of Culvert 1 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Culvert 2 

Photo 19: West Elevation 

Photo 20: East Elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 21: Interior of Culvert 2 

Culvert 3 

Photo 22: West Elevation Showing Southwest Wingwall Failure 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 23: East Elevation 

Photo 24: Interior of Culvert 3 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tlghe&Bond 

Culvert 4 

Photo 25: West Side 

Photo 26 : East Elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 27: Interior of Culvert 4 

Culvert 5 

Photo 28: West elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tlghe&Bond 

Photo 29: East elevation 

Photo 30: Interior of Culvert 5 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Culvert 6 

Photo 31: West Elevation 

Photo 32: Interior of Culvert 6 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tlghe&Bond 

Photo 33: East Elevation 

Culvert 7 

Photo 34: East Elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 35: Erosion at East Side 

Photo 36: West Elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 37: Interior of Culvert 7 

Culvert 8 

Photo 38: West Elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS T1ghe&Bond 

Photo 39: East elevation 

Photo 40: Interior of Culvert 8 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS T19he&Bond 

Culvert 9 

Photo 41: West Elevation 

Photo 42: Collapsed Interior 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tlghe&Bond 

Photo 43: Signs of high water flow 

Photo 44: East Elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 45: Interior of Culvert 9 

Culvert 10 

Photo 46: East elevation 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Photo 4 7: West Elevation 

Photo 48: Interior of Culvert 10 with Void in Ceiling 



SOUTHAMPTON GREENWAY - EXISTING STRUCTURES INSPECTIONS Tighe&Bond 

Culvert 11 

Photo 49: West elevation 

Photo 50: East elevation 

J:\S\S2170 Friend of Southampton Greenway\REPORT\Photo Log.doc 
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CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AND 
PUBLICATION (SEE BELOW.) 



Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(l), the undersigned hereby certifies that at least ten 

days prior to filing this notice of exemption with the Board, notice of the proposed abandonment 

in Docket No. AB 531 (Sub No. 3X) was served via first class mail on the following: 

(i) the Public Service MA Department of Public Utilities 
Commission ( or equivalent Contact Information: 
agency) in the state(s) Department of Public Utilities 
where the line will be 1 South Station, 5th Floor 
abandoned or the service or Boston, MA 02110 
trackage rights 
discontinued; 

(ii)The Department of Headquarters Military Surface Deployment and Distribution 
Defense (Military Surface Command 
Deployment and Transportation Engineering Agency 
Distribution Command, ATTN: SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense Program) 
Transportation Engineering 1 Soldier Way, Building 1900W 
Agency, Railroads for Scott AFB; IL 62225 
National Defense ProQiam); 
(iii) The National Park U.S. Department of Interior 
Service, Recreation National Park Service 
resources Assistance 1849 C Street NW 
Division; and Washington, DC 20240 

Kym Hall, Area Director 
National Park Service 
1100 Ohio Drive, SW 
Washington, DC 20242 

831927.1 



Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

Gay Vietzke, Regional Director * MA is in Region 1 
National Park Service 
1234 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

National Park Service, Northeast Regional Office 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program 
Helen Mahan 
200 Chestnut Street, Third Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

(iv) The U.S. Department of Chief of the Forest 
Agriculture, Chief of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service 1400 Independence A venue, SW 

Washington, DC 20250-0003 

Michael S. Schneider 
Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury, & Murphy 
Monarch Place 
1414 Main Street, Floor 19 
Springfield, MA 01144 
m-schneider@dwpm.com 

831927.1 



Doherty Wallace Pillsbury & Murphy P.C. 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a notice of intent to abandon rail service was 
published in the form prescribed by the Surface Transportation Board. (Copies are attached 
hereto as Attachment 1 and Attachment 2.) The notice was published on October 24, 2022 in the 
Daily Hampshire Gazette, a newspaper of general circulation in Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts, as required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.?(c) and .12. 

Michael S. Schneider 
Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury, & Murphy 
Monarch Place 
1414 Main Street, Floor 19 
Springfield, MA 01144 
mschneider@dwprn.com 

831927.1 



ATTACHMENT 1 

1'4 W.ltY l1MWS°N1Ill: D.i\2ETIE I Moil41tf1 Ol:IDbti 24. 2022 (;ltel(t'lkl.~ 

I~ LEGAL NOTICES qztil 
Legals 

STATE ELECTION 
NOVEMBER B, 2022 

VOTER REGISlllATION 

Eli«l<1dl'-t• ... ,1119•m, t4 Wl\pl;u·marti'MIUl'W IANHM'l'.oc I08EII ~ 

Town Clerk's office open for registration during nonnol offh:e 
hours 
Tt.llKd")' and WDdt'ICHldoy. ICI Cm. - 2:00 pm. and Thursdoy 10 urn -
IOCI pn"I, ,\!·'Id M Solliday, Ck!ltlbor 29 9.00 um - TI:00 a.m. and 3:00 
pm .. !!OCJp,n 

EARLY VOTING 
C.rtyV!Kftig ayMIIIII civailalid■ MW 

:°t~~~~~~~-=::,~~:1s~~erk's office. Socrolary 

Deadline to apply for ballot to be mailed TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 al 
5:00pm 

IN PERSON EARL YVOTING HOURS 
SATURDAY OCTOBER Tl 900nm -100 pm 

TUESDAY OCTOBER2!'i,10Clrn -2:00prn 
WEONESDAY. OCTOBER26.10arn -2:00pm 
THURSDAY.OCTOBER 27, 10 am - 2:00 pm 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 29 9:00 om -Tl:00 am and 3:00 prn - 5:00 pm 

TUESDAY. NOVEMBER] 10 a rn - 2:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 2.10 urn - 2,00 pm 
TI-IURSDAY NOVEMBER3,10 am - 2:00pm 

ALL IN PERSON EARL V VOTING WILL BE IN THE TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE 
RHODES BUILDING, 351 AMHERST ROAD 

OctobcrT7,24 

Legals 

Nlll'UC HOTIC£ 

Legals 

Jtl41J,1;ij 

Legals 

"8;1C1l(ld.l,QalO'f 
Regllt.tl,IIC,i.ll"r(lbulQ 

Oclober24 

Legals 

In occordonce with tho 
provisiops ol Choplor 138 
Section 15 or the Mossochusolts 
Gonoral lows tho Amhorsl 
Boord al Liconso 
Commissionors will held o 
publicr,c,aringonNa¥rtmbcw :1, 
2022 QI i GO pm. l.O OCI Ul'I IM 

g~~:~-=~~ In~~ ~!~~ 
Crozo, 83 Cowls Rd, for a Now 
Annual Wine &. M1:1lt 

E etftw:r-. ...... Uconso 
~ .kl~ Lovalloo). 

o ftal.Q. ean n""'"ing will bo 
conducted virtually and will 
CIC"(:!;llfflfftOdOZ• p u b llc 
Convt'Rlnt 10 llfO Oil nm! 
f,lf~llail A ~~ to lhl 

~~~;~ 
~D°" to/::i 'tho" 
~-11119 ~J:rJ:C/4~ , .. -m ., ... ,., ., (...! 
8ffi•W7.J arMI 001,C,I WotMIG, ID 
Ull _G,BnO)O'D''Mllllftptelfff)COCI. 
~ D!1d doel,lnulnt'I 1;11'(1 

CJ ... o i lo"bla, tpOlft :OIOVl!l''I 
MCCarlhy th:ia naln; 

@l°o~~!~s~~a:gov m0o~iu\:M 
259-3199 

OClobor~ 

Legals 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDrn THE 

M~~~~~u~g6~~~ 
A Porsonol Roproscntolivc 

~:~~t!',& 
not ri,qwad toUo an~ 
□t---~1\Mt.t'lll'm 
Cour1 Parsons inlercslcd in lhc 
oslalc oro onllllod to notice 
rogording lho administration 
...-OC:llt lrom ll'O ~ ::n:;;~~~::. k1 ei:, .,!:! 
~~~LI~~-::•~~ 
cxponsos ol o~minislrolior\ 
WITNESS. Hon. Lindo s. ~k. 
First Justico of this Court 
Dole October 17. 2022 

364490 

MichoclJ Carey 
Registor or Probate 

Oclobor24 

Legals 

Invitation for Bid• 
tho"<xJfhli(idloyFiO«t,ll(I Li9ht 
Ooi;Jnumortl ,-,.. tho loik)wmg 

j~~o:==fals -
January 1. 2023 lo Docombcr 31. 
2023AND 
2 Wiro &. Cobio - Jonuory I. 2023 
to Doccmbor J\ 2023 AND 3 
Tronsro'ITlOl'I - January 1. 2023 
lo Drn;l!mbcr :JI. 2024. Plooso 
submit soolcd bids untW l:00 P.M 
EST, on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, r.:z.: ~~nf'~so~~ 
eilui:.1Aonic bii:11 ...- bai oi:eapled 

M ' t,\chto ~~~: =-:. ood1·1'd ....... "" 
lpcicllM:'IO('INtD!cf~ 
w,cs bld-'" Ir, wpwotocfflrltlapol 
m11'~od: ~ rl lcakltl;l(n 
Molmf<lls Did #20238° or "Wiro &. 
Cobio Bid #202Jc·, or 
lronslormcr Bid #2023D". Tho 
ann'l:1JCl(1fn b- tbJ ma ,a~,g 
on our Wobsite: www.sheld org • 
under "About· "RFP and 
~pc,ciTIIICOl.aM: 0t 11111 ~ by 
°""11X1""0 xm at~ 
@lhOIG~ . fl'lo ~ 
I~ tO'III.Wm ~ 4'iol'li. la, 
roiecl any or oH bids thal oro 
nol in tho bast intorosl or lho 
Deportment 

Soon Fitzgerald. Gonerol 
Monogor 
South Hodloy Electric Light 

~C"'o:r.'7:~~ol 
South Hodloy, MA □1075 

Octobor24 
384293 

Legals 

A Porsonol Roprosonlolivc 
o~ under the MUPC in an 
Uf'swpi;W\Mod administration is 
not roquirod lo lilo on invonlory 
or onnuol accounts with Lho 
Courl Parsons inlomstod in Lho 
oslolo ore onlitlod to nolico 

=~r~~~~ 
Ropr111H1nu:11n,,g and mo'f 
poutiioo thQ C,;)Uf1 11"1 ony ~II"' 

~1,\~t!tr:n~~s~~ 
oxpenSOSIJifadminlsL10ta:JA 
WITNESfii~ Lindo S. l'll:lrilck. 
First Justice of this Court 
Doto: Soplombor 23 2022 

,., ... MichoolJ Corey 
Rcgistor ol Probola 

Octobor24 

Do you have a Legal Notice to publish? 
Publishinganoliceiseasy!Emailyournoticelolegals@gazettenel 
com with your contact informillion ond dill~ of publirntion, With l~gJI 
noticeS,soonerisalwaysbetter.72hoursaheadorpublicationisideal, 
butlheabsolutelastminutedeadlinesare: 

Monday'spaper ________ ,Fridayat9am 
Tuesday's paper ridayat3pm 
Wednesday's paper ondayatNoon 
Thursday's paper Tuesday at Noon 
Friday's paper WednesdayalNoon 
Saturday's paper Thursday at Noon 

Pleasenolethatwithlheexceptionofcertainslandardnolicessuchas 
informal probale notices, name changes, conmvalOJ/guardian notices 
andci!alionsonpelitionsofformaladjudication,alllegalnolicesmustbe 
lypedandsenttoleg.ls@gillzettenet.com. 

Wedonothavealypesetterandcannotaccepthardcopiesofzoning 
hearings,ordinance,publicmeelingnolices,requestsforbids,etc These 
mustbesentinaWorddocorinthebodyorlheemall. 

Please call Pillm at 413-584-5000 wilh any questions about pladng 
legatnolicesintheGazette. 
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON RAIL SERVICE 
• ,( .fl 

~Bi0neer Valley Railroad Company. Inc. (·pvRR·) .gives notice thqt on 
Gr abol,Jt Oc't0ber 28, 2022, it intends to file with the Surface 

~J('dnspottdtion Board, "Vashington, DC, a Notice of Exe~ption u_nder. 
~g ©PR 1152 Subp·art F-Exempt Abandonments. perm1tt1ng PVRR to 
"abdndon an Qpplioximatety 4.25-mile out-of-service line of railroad 

r - idfl0W@ as Flerence Seoond(Jry, running fr:o_m milepost 69.70, . at 
~0lem an Ro·ad, to milepost 73.95, at Bric~ard Road, wh1~h 

·-firien.i.erses t rnto.ugh bJhited States Postal ?IP Code 01073 . 1n 
S©wtlflampton. f-tampsbJre County~ Massachusetts. The proceeding 
will be docke'ted as No. AB 53-1 (su~No. 3~). . . . ' 

.. . . · l ~e Soarrq's O~iGe of En~il\onmental ~Jld_l¥sis (~EA) generallY. "'{ill 
_ i ~Ei@~re GJn Env1r0mmantdl Assessment (E~J. which normally will be 
, :cj G1 ailCllble 25 days. after the tiifing · of the notice of exemption. 

·~rmmalr.lts or-1 envir~nmental ~nd Enalergy m<?tt~rs shoula be fil~d 
-• no later ~hoA 15 da>js after;- the 6-'A bac0mes av<mlabl8' to the pubhc 

and will ~a aGJdressad in a Boaia decisief). Interested parsons may 
ob>tpjn €1 copy 0f 1!he EA er make inguiries regarding .envircinmentGJI 

· meiters by writing to O.iA. surrtace, iliransportatron · Board. 396 ~ 
' ~ 11re~t.1 W,_ W~strlimgton, r;JG 10423, or► by ~allin~ 't!~at office at Q2Q2J 
.:i,:245-03OO. · . , , , · . . . . , . ,. · ~ , _' . 
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• • I 

~ppr0prlQte afifers 01 fihanoiQI essista,rnee to continue rail service 
euil be filed witfi 1lhe Boci:urct Req~ests fer envirenmental comd.it!iorns. 

· • • umlie use ~ncr:bti0ri1s, er rG1U barnkinjJ{tliails use ~ lso eQn t)e fLiled 
· ulrl the' BG>ars. An 0ni9indl and 10 e$.p1es oft anr pleaaing that.raises 

matters other tmGJA envirroArmeAtaJ rss~es ~uch a trails use, puljlic 
se, and. off ets ~f ffi_AaAcial assistan~e, ml:lsf be filed directtv withl · 

t~e Seerd's Sestion of 1Aclmift!listration, ©ffiee of Pr9ceedings, 395· E 
Street, SW, Washington. DC 20423 [Sae 49 CFR 1104.l~a) and 1104.3(a)l. 
and one copM must be served on applicant's representative ( Sae 49 

1 
CFR 1104.l2(aJJ. Questions ragardinij offers of financial assistance. 

' 1 publi.c wse, or trails· use may be directed to the Board's Office of 
; Pli.lIDliG AssistC:JAce, 'Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at (202) 
1 t2AJ5-0i38. Copi,es ·of anv eommer,ts or requests for specific Board 
1 eation ~haul~ ill>e s.emed ·on the _applicant's representative: Michael 
1 Si So'1lneider, Ddhar.t¥, Walloca. Pillsbury&.. Murphy P.C. One Monarch 
1 

Rlace. Suite 1900, Spmngiie:tl~, MA 81144-1900: phone: (413) 233-9516. 
October 24 
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