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My name is David Ross and [ am President & CEO of the Duluth Area Chamber of
Commerce — a position I have held for 10 years.

{
With 1ts extensive rail network, international airport, and port with access to the St.
Lawrence Seaway, Duluth stands out as the economic hub of northeastern Minnesota.
The Duluth Area Chamber serves as the premier advocate for commerce and industry by
facilitating interaction among business, government, education, labor, and the
communty. We crealc innovative opportunities for businesses to advance within a global
economy. The Chamber also servcs our members by providing business advocacy,
collaborative leadership. and member-driven initiatives.

International tradc is onc of the keys to the economic vitality of Northeastern Minncsota
and Northwestern Wisconsin., Few can argue that global demands for natural resources
underpin our economy. Fcwer still can argue that the success of our premiere industries
is due to both importations of supplies and cxports of fimished goods.

Because the success and overall health of our economy relics on trade, we firmly beheve
that we nced to improve the cfficicncy of the transportation network that connects us to
the rest of the world.
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Since our businesses and communities are located nearly 500 miles north of Chicago,
conncctivity to distant markets is imperative. Rail service plays a major role in what we
do so anything that reduces transit times strengthens our connection to the rest of the
world. Al the same timc, anything that dclays our shipments reduccs our connection to
the world. The train congestion in Chicago is one of those factors that afTects our
conncctivity and makes our region less competitive. It should not take longer for a train
to get through Chicago than 1t does for the same train to make the trip all the way from
Duluth to Chicago. That’s why the Duluth Chamber of Commerce strongly supports
CN’s acquisition of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern (EJ&E). This transaction will improve
our economic conncction to the rest of the world and improve our competitiveness as a
region

» We also look forward to additional benefits from the streamlined rail operations and
cfficicncics the acquisition will bring to CN’s network. We urge the STB to consider this
acquisition as a minor transaction and approve i, so that Duluth and Northeastern

. Minnesota can benefit from the transaction as soon as possible. The Duluth Area
Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the application.

Sincerely,
avid Ross aD
President & CEO
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF Minncsota
COUNTY OF St. Louis

David Ross, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that (he/she) has
rcad the forcgoing document, knows the facts asserted therein, and that the

same are irue as stated, / é 5

" David Ross

Subscribed and swomn to before me this 5™ day of December 2007.

/é,gl_%y\
Yotary Public

KAR! L. JOHNSON
NOTARY PUBLIC-MINNESOTA
dy Commtoston Espioen Jon. 31, 3058

My Commission Expires:
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