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January 29, 2008
	Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball
Chief, Section of Environmental Analysis

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20423-0001


Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball:

I am a resident of Barrington, Illinois.  My home, where my family and I have lived for nearly 10 years, is 100 yards from the railroad tracks that run through Barrington.  I’ve read that Canadian National Railway Company has proposed a project that would bring at least 25 more trains per day down those tracks.  This announcement alarmed me greatly.  I became even more concerned when I heard that this estimate did not account for large increases expected in train traffic throughout the Chicago area over the next 20 years.  The drastic increase in noise, traffic, safety problems at rail crossings, etc. will affect my quality of life and the quality of the environment in my community.

We are deeply concerned about the noise and potential safety issues that would result from this dramatic increase in rail traffic on the EJ&E.  The noise increase would absolutely destroy our quiet, rural neighborhood and community.  We all chose to move to this community for the quiet, peaceful atmosphere that Canadian National is now threatening to violate.  I’m not sure Canadian National can appreciate how very close our homes are to the EJ&E and how the noise and vibrations would simply be unbearable.  To say that our quality of life and the environment would be negatively impacted is an understatement.  We ask that special attention is paid to Barrington during the environmental impact study given that it has been acknowledged that our community would be most negatively impacted by this acquisition..
Likewise, with so many young children in our neighborhood, I am very concerned about the safety of having 20+ freight trains, some carrying dangerous chemicals, crossing three houses away (and in the backyard of many of my neighbors) everyday.  Given that the tracks are all at grade level and easily accessible; any child could stumble pass the sparse bushes and right on to the tracks.  In addition, what would Canadian National do in the event of a train derailment of a tanker filled with hazardous chemicals when our homes are practically on top of the tracks?  I shudder at the thought not to mention the number of buses that cross the tracks over 300 times a day.  This is a serious potential safety threat that must be taken into consideration.

I have been informed that you are responsible for reviewing Canadian National Railway Company’s proposal.  I think that the effects I discussed above warrant serious consideration as part of the Environmental Impact study before you allow Canadian National to move forward.  
You hold the safety and well-being of not only my family, but that of an entire region in your hands.  We are all seriously concerned about this issue that has already begun to negatively impact us.  Sadly, one of our widowed neighbors has had to take her house off of the market (EJ&E tracks are in her backyard) following the announcement.  A real estate agent said she would never be able to sell her house now.  She had already purchased another maintenance free home (she is 75) which she now has to sell.  While the negative impact to all of our home values is not our greatest concern, given the challenging housing market, it is something else for us to consider.
I trust that you and the rest of the Board will thoroughly review Canadian National’s proposal for any and all effects on the environment, safety and affected communities.  Please do not approve this proposal until you are certain that the safety of our children and quality of life will not irreparably suffer.  Thank you.









Sincerely,









Deborah Quig
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