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February 9, 2008

Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC  20423-0001

Re:  Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I have spent much of my career as a policy analyst at a major university exploring transportation policy and the policies affecting the railroad industry in particular. I have written numerous technical articles and two books on the railroad industry. Last month, I finished a two-year term on the Local and Regional Rail Freight Transport Committee of the Transportation Research Board. In 2007, I testified before a U.S. House subcommittee about private investment in railroad and highway infrastructure.   

I write to express my strong support for CN’s proposed acquisition of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway. This transaction would yield significant benefits for the movement of east-west freight traffic through the metropolitan area and the Midwest as a whole.   

I support this acquisition for three reasons. First, it would greatly accelerate the modernization of the EJ&E. The EJ&E is currently greatly underutilized and should be a major part of the solution to our rail-freight congestion problems. Secondly, the acquisition would greatly enhance the reliability of rail service through the region, eliminating cumbersome cross-town rail connections and allowing for more run-through service. Third, it will infuse new life into the entire effort to restructure the way rail freight moves through the region, as has been proposed by the CREATE project.

I do not believe the concerns of some suburbs about the increase in freight traffic along the EJ&E are sufficiently compelling to justify slowing down or blocking the project. Heavy volumes of freight have moved the line for decades, and the FRA has created achievable standards for the creation of “quiet zones,” which that could alleviate noise-related problems. Nor do I think there are compelling anti-competitive implications associated with this transaction. 
I do believe, however, that additional research is needed before CN should be authorized to abandon the St. Charles Air Line through the Near South Side, which has been proposed as part of the transaction. The growth of freight and passenger traffic could render this route of continuing importance, and its abandonment could limit our long-range options. 

I encourage you to approve the acquisition in a timely fashion. 

Sincerely,
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Joseph P. Schwieterman, Ph.D.

Professor and Director  

jschwiet@depaul.edu

