Attention: Phillis Johnson-Ball
Environmental Filing
STB Finance Docket No. 35087


Surface Transportation Board,
I respectfully request the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to deny the proposed Canadian National Railway Corporation (CN) acquisition of the EJ&E Railway.  I believe the acquisition and subsequent increase in rail traffic will significantly degrade the quality of life for residents in the Village of Barrington, and negatively impact the economic health and well being of the community.  

The increased rail traffic would degrade the quality of life for residents in many ways.  First, the increased rail traffic would cause significant auto and rail traffic congestion. All the major roadways in Barrington and the Metra Union Pacific Northwest Line are on the same grade as the EJ&E Railway.  Increased congestion not only decreases the productivity of commuters, but also potentially increases the amount of air pollution.  
Second, the increased rail traffic would increase noise pollution.  Noise levels would increase due to the whistle blowing at the multiple grade crossings, the track-over-track crossing of the EJ&E Railway and the Union Pacific Northwest Line, train engines, and vibrations created by the heavy freight.   The noise disrupts the basic things in everyday life -- sleeping at night, playing with your kids in the backyard and at the parks, walking and biking throughout the Village, and enjoying dinner with your family.  Two major parks within the Barrington Park District are located along the EJ&E Railway.  
Third, the increased traffic decreases the overall safety level of the community, especially for pedestrians and those in need of emergency services.  In addition, the potential for a derailment while hauling hazardous materials is a significant safety risk for nearby homes and the community.  
Many residents in the Village of Barrington moved from the City of Chicago to raise their families in a safe and noise free environment.  This acquisition would essentially shift the safety and noise issues from Chicago to Barrington and other suburban communities, negating attributes that are valued in suburban life.

I am also concerned about the negative economic impact the acquisition would have on the Village of Barrington and the residents.  As a result of the acquisition, I foresee house values declining significantly and the Village of Barrington being an unattractive market for businesses.  The decline in house prices and business activity would trigger a cascade of events, which ultimately would lead to an undesirable place to live.  Lower house values and lower business activity would decrease tax revenue for the Village.  Lower tax revenue will lead to poor infrastructure and potentially a school system with insufficient funding.  A community with poor infrastructure and a bad school system leads to less people wanting to live in the Village of Barrington, and the downward spiral continues.
I realize the proposed acquisition would be a benefit to CN shareholders and other communities.  However, I respectfully request the STB to consider all the offsetting, negative impacts of the acquisition, including the long-term quality of life and economic health of the communities along the EJ&E Railway.  
If the acquisition is approved, then I request the STB require CN to fully mitigate, at CN’s expense, the negative impacts of the acquisition prior to increasing freight traffic as proposed.  At a minimum, this would require CN to route the EJ&E Railway under the roadways and the Union Pacific Northwest Line (grade separation), impose strict speed limits, install safety gates to make Barrington a quiet zone, and install sound and safety barriers as needed through the Village of Barrington.  
If this acquisition truly provides the most value to all parties involved, then CN should be willing to make any necessary changes to meet the needs of communities that will be impacted by the acquisition.  If the impacts are not mitigated now, then they probably never will be mitigated.   Therefore, I believe this is a critical time for the STB carefully and fully evaluate the potential impacts, and mandate any necessary changes.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ted Thome

218 Victoria Street

Barrington, IL  60010

