To: Surface Transportation Board
Re: Dock No. FD-35952 Great Lakes Basin Transportation Corp, LLC Project
I respectfully request that the STB deny the above referenced project for the reasons listed below:
1. Transportation Systems
An existing transportation system already exists.  
In addition, CREATE (createprogram.org) is working actively and diligently to foster a partnership between the U.S. DOT, the State of Illinois, City of Chicago, Metra, Amtrak, and the nation's freight railroads in order to address needed improvements in  the region's passenger and freight rail infrastructure while also enhancing and protecting  the quality of life.  The proposed railroad nullifies the work these groups are doing together to develop a better system.
Road Closures along with additional railroad crossings will impact significantly emergency response times, commuter congestion and travel time and school bus routes.  The route alternatives are not optimal are especially during inclement weather. This impacts the desirability of the community in terms of businesses locating here and families moving and raising families here 
2. Safety
The increased number of railroad crossings impact the community’s ability to provide efficient and effective response times for Fire, Police, and Ambulance.  School busses also are more at risk having to navigate railroad tracks, especially during inclement weather.
The potential for increased accidents impacts the community due to the hazardous nature of the freight.  All emergency personal need extensive training on handling derailments and hazardous clean up.  Each community needs additional equipment and personnel. Schools and medical facilities require specialized training and evacuation procedures.   How will this training be funded? Who will be responsible for providing this training? How will the increased personnel be funded?  Many communities currently have limited resources for emergency personnel, and many have volunteer departments.
3. Land Use
Prime farmland and farming and livestock businesses are affected adversely. About 6,700 acres of prime farmland are permanently destructed. Northwest Indiana is the highest yielding farming community in Indiana. This affects the entire economy of the state.  Large fields are divided, and some fields are landlocked preventing the farming of this land in the most advantageous ways.  Productivity decreases.  Farm machinery is more difficult to maneuver and may also require the farmers to purchase additional equipment, again affecting productivity and livelihood.  Road closures, railway crossings and flyways increase the risk of farming accidents as farming by nature requires big equipment that must be operated in safe and appropriate environments.
Livestock operations also are affected as the land will be unsuitable for use due to potential contamination of natural resources especially water and grazing pastures.  In addition, noise pollution affects the quality of livestock and wildlife habitation. The safety risks increase due to potential wildlife and livestock wandering on the tracks.

4. Recreation
Stoney Run County Park at 9230 E. 142nd Avenue, Hebron, Indiana (one of the Lake County Parks)
Stoney Run is less than two miles from the proposed train. CREATE 2014    |    info@createprogram.org
Stoney Run is in the rural setting of southeast Lake County. The 316 acres of tranquil woodlands, ponds, and open meadows and eight miles of hiking trails educate visitors about flora and fauna in the heavily wooded oak hickory forest. Stoney Run's primarily level terrain is complemented by a ravine running through the eastern half of the park and rolling hills on the western side, providing for a great variety of wildflowers.
Self-guided hiking trails include red and black oaks, shagbark and pignut hickory and along the forest edge are spice bush, elderberry, grape and sumac. Spring wildflowers are abundant and deer, squirrel, rabbit and a variety of birds are often seen while hiking the interior and perimeter trails. Approximately 8 miles of trails meander through the park. Riders, providing their own horses, enjoy the remote areas of the park. 
In addition, Stoney Run has creative playgrounds, picnic shelters, equestrian trails, campground area, fishing lake, volleyball and open play fields, and primitive camping for not-for-profit groups.
The natural and peaceful environment that Stoney Run offers to this community and to animals is affected negatively by the proposed train specifically regarding Recreation, Air Quality, Water Resources, Noise and Vibration Pollution, Aesthetics, and Biological Resources.
5. Biological Resources
The proposed train causes daily and continuous delays at crossings for farm machinery and equipment which affects productivity, profits, and safety.  The railroad results in landlocked fields and pastures affecting economic growth and development. Farm equipment traffic increases on township and country roads not built for this kind of traffic; consequently, farmers have more difficulty transporting crops and livestock to market and also must use longer routes because roads now are closed.  Their ability to transport crops and livestock to market is inefficient and delayed.
In an emergency, farmers will be unable to evacuate valuable life stock and crops are more at risk for contamination and potential failure.  In general, crop production and livestock production decreases.  More potential damage to field tile lines exists, which impacts drainage and therefore crop production. The increased use of herbicides to maintain the unusable easement land affects the ability to produce healthy livestock and crops.
6. Water Resources
The natural water way to the Kankakee River is through the eastern edge of Lake County, Indiana in Crown Point and Hebron.  The proposed train causes a damming effect of the water on farming properties north of the river.  This floods farms and makes them unusable for crop growth and livestock production.  The Kankakee River then has one of its major water resources disrupted affecting its natural river system and the animal life that depends on the river.  The potential for accidents, spillage, and hazardous waste contamination adversely affects the water going to the Kankakee River.  As well, the potential flooding on the farmlands of contaminated water affects the well water source of drinking water for the community as well as the natural resource of water for livestock and wildlife.



8. Geology and Soils
The proposed train risks permanent damage to surrounding soil with the transport of oil and chemicals affecting crops, livestock, wildlife, and the community. Prime farmland is impacted adversely due to the compacting of soil during construction, the pollution impact of train emissions and the potential damage from transporting oil, waste and chemicals.  This results in the loss of prime soil.
9. Air Quality and Climate
The daily and continuous emissions from construction equipment and the voluminous number of trains using the proposed tracks creates smelly and polluted air and affects the livestock, wildlife and community. 
10. Noise and Vibration
The proposed train promotes 110 daily trains every 13 minutes.  This is a great inconvenience to a quiet farming community.  The noise disrupts daily life, normal sleep patterns, and the ability of wildlife and livestock to exist in a calm and serene setting.  Community life, community activities, the operation of a thriving school system all are disrupted and agitated from constant noise and vibrations.  This also affects the economic desirability of the area.
12. Socioeconomic
People in this township live here because it is a rural environment.  Destroying that gives people incentive to live elsewhere. Over 6000 acres of easements land is now lost to farm production forever causing a loss of farm income for all current and future farm owners.  Some farmers will be forced to go out of business.  Losing people and business results in a lower tax base and less tax income for the township.  
The proposed train line only profits the rail shipping corporations.  The proposed train does not economically help the communities; it is not a necessity that improves public conveniences.  It does the opposite. It degrades the rural nature of the historic country side and creates inconvenience in the day to day life, economy, community and educational systems of the community.
13. Cultural and Historic Resources
Please refer to the information about Stoney Run County Park under Recreation
In addition to Stoney Run, the proposed railroad impacts the historical Buckley Homestead, 3606 Belshaw Road in Lowell, Indiana (one of the Lake County Parks).
The Buckley Homestead is a living history farm where the traditions, culture and heritage of farming life of the 19th and early 20th centuries are re-created. In 1977 the homestead was donated by the family to the Lake County Parks and Recreation Department so that park visitors could experience the sights, sounds, and smells of early farm life through a living history outdoor museum. The historic buildings include the Carriage House, the Main House, the School House, the Pioneer Farm, and the Bank House.
The Buckley Homestead also features picnic facilities, cross country trails, guided group tours, hayrides (tractor driven) and hayrides (horse drawn), hiking trails, 1916 barnyard and farm animals, 1750s era Native American Village, interpretive staff, open play fields, and special events.
Since the founding of its public programs, Buckley has provided educational experiences to one million visitors and hundreds of fourth grade classes.  Its purpose is to be a perpetual educational facility.  
Buckley houses the Calumet Astronomy Center, a research facility run by Purdue University-Northwest.  Purdue has developed the Indiana Robotic Observatory telescope (NIRo) with an investment of over a quarter of a million dollars which is housed at the Conway Observatory with an investment of over $75,000.
The proposed train runs adjacent to the 80 acres of Buckley and directly through the area housing the Calumet Astronomy Center.  All of this research and equipment, the interactive historical setting and the educational opportunities are destroyed by lights, noise, and vibrations, in addition to the jobs lost if the park and research center can no longer operate.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]14. Aesthetics
The beauty of this part of the Midwest is the rural environment--orange and yellow sunrises to pink and purple sunsets--pear trees blossoming in the spring to the rows and rows of tall golden yellow corn in the summer--amber waves of grain in the fall to watching the combines harvesting crops--horses and cattle grazing in the fields to deer, geese and many varieties of birds enjoying our clean ponds. This is why we live here.  We value the land; we value the farming industry. We feed America and the world. The proposed train creates havoc and inconvenience in our daily lives and in our ability to prosper and to contribute to America in a meaningful way. It contributes nothing to our sustainability and prosperity as a community. It is a detriment to preciously needed farm land. 
The problems with the Chicago train terminal should not be solved by creating a problem somewhere else.  Respectfully, I suggest that in addition to the CREATE initiative, another avenue is for Google to send a team to Chicago to determine how technology could be used to make things more efficient so that the current system still can be used.

Thank you for your time and consideration.


