
LAW OFFICES OF  
LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

 
LOUIS E. GITOMER       600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301 
Lou@lgraillaw.com       TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022 

(410)296-2250 
MELANIE B. YASBIN       FAX (410) 332-0885 
Melanie@lgraillaw.com 

July 11, 2024 
 
 
 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief of the Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20423 
 

Re: Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in Pike County, KY 

 
  

 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
 Enclosed for electronic filing is a Verified Notice of Exemption for CSX Transportation, 
Inc. (“CSXT”) to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail line that runs between milepost CML 
9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, on its Louisville Division, Winns Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in 
Pike County, KY (the “Line”). The filing fee of $4,700 has been paid via pay.gov. 
 
 Thank you for your assistance.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
      Sincerely yours, 

       
      Melanie B. Yasbin 
      Attorney for CSX Transportation, Inc. 
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BEFORE THE 
 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
___________________________ 

 
Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X) 

 _________________________ 
 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 
IN PIKE COUNTY, KY 

__________________ 
 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
___________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.    Louis E. Gitomer, Esq. 
CSX Transportation, Inc.    Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 
500 Water Street      Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC 
Jacksonville, FL 32202    600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 
(904) 359-1229     Towson, MD 21204 
       (410) 296-2250    
       Lou@lgraillaw.com 
        

Attorneys for: CSX TRANSPORTATION,  
   INC. 

 
 
Dated: July 11, 2024                 
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BEFORE THE 

 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

___________________________ 
 

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X) 
 _________________________ 

 
CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 

IN PIKE COUNTY, KY  
_________________________ 

 
VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

___________________________ 
 
 CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT”) files this Verified Notice of Exemption pursuant to 

the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 for CSXT to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 

Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  No local rail traffic has moved 

over the Line during the past two years. Any overhead traffic on the Line can be and has been 

rerouted. CSXT discontinued service over the Line on October 31, 2016.1 

Based on information in the possession of CSXT, the Line does not contain federally 

granted rights-of-way.  Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available 

promptly to those requesting it. 

1.  Proposed consummation date.  The proposed consummation date is August 30, 2024. 

2.  Certification required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b). See Exhibit A. 

3.  Information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1) through (4), (7), and (8), and (e)(4). 

 (a)  General. 

  (1)  Exact name of applicant.  CSX Transportation, Inc. 
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  (2)  Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. 

Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.  CSXT is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle 

IV, Chapter 105. 

  (3)  Relief sought.  CSXT seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 

to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost 

CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the 

“Line”). There are no stations on the Line. 

  (4)  Map.  See Exhibit B. 

  (7)  Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom 

correspondence should be sent.  Louis E. Gitomer, Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 

Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410) 296-2250, Lou@lgraillaw.com. 

  (8)  List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line proposed for 

discontinuance traverses.  The Line traverses U.S. Postal ZIP Codes 41557 and 41501. 

 (e)  Rural and community impact. 

  (4)  Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned are appropriate 

for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, other forms of mass 

transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation. If the applicant is 

aware of any restriction on the title to the property, including any reversionary interest, which 

would affect the transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail purposes, this shall be 

disclosed. 

 
1 CSX Transportation, Inc.—Discontinuance of Service Exemption—in Pike County, KY, STB Docket No. AB-55 
(Sub-No. 764X) (STB served Sept. 29, 2016). 
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CSXT believes that the property proposed for abandonment may be suitable for other 

purposes but may be subject to reversionary interests that may affect transfer of title for other 

than rail purposes. 

4.  The level of labor protection.  The interests of any railroad employees who may be 

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor 

protective conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. –Abandonment–Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

5.  Certification.  Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 

1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11 are attached as Exhibit C. 

6.  Environmental Report. See Exhibit D. 

7.  Historic Report. See Exhibit D. 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 

        
 
Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.    Louis E. Gitomer, Esq. 
CSX Transportation, Inc.    Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 
500 Water Street      Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer 
Jacksonville, FL 32202    600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 
(904) 359-1229     Towson, MD 21204 
       (410) 296-2250    
       Lou@lgraillaw.com 
        

Attorneys for: CSX TRANSPORTATION,  
   INC. 

 
Dated: July 11, 2024 

""A•-J a vr /47,J?l J 
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EXHIBIT A-VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION 
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VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS 
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.S0(b) 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF DUVAL 

) 
) 
) 

ss. 

I, Trevor Knaus state that I am Cost & Contribution Mgr ----------~ ----------~ ---
for CSX Transportation, Inc. ("CSXT"); that I am authorized to make this verification; and that I 

have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the facts asserted therein are true and 

accur ate as stated, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

I hereby certify that no local freight traffic has moved over CSXT's approximately S .1-

mile rail line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, on its Louisville 

Division, Winns Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, i:n Pike County, KY for two years prior to the 

date ihereof and that any overhead traffic can be rerouted over other lines. Further, no formal 

complaint filed by a used of rail service on the line ( or a State or local government entity acting 

on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the line either is pending with the 

Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a 

complainant within the two-year period. The foregoing certification is made on behalf of CSXT 

by the undersigned after due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based 

on the best of the knowledge, infomiation, and belief of the undersigned. 

r~~ 11912024 
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EXHIBIT B-MAP 
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EXHIBIT C-CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AND PUBLICATION 
 
 Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 (d) (1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of 
the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X) was mailed via first class mail 
on June 28, 2024, to the following parties: 
 
State Public Service Commission 
 
Kentucky Public Service Commission 
P.O. Box 615 
211 Sower Boulevard 
Frankfort, KY  40602-0615 

   
Military Traffic Management Command 
 
Headquarters 
Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 
ATTN: Transportation Engineering Agency (SDTE-SA) 
1 Soldier Way Scott AFB, IL 62225-5006 
 
usarmy.scott.sddc.mbx.tea-rnd@mail.mil 
 
National Park Service 
 

Mr. Bob Ratcliffe 
Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.  (Org Code 2220) 
Washington, DC  20240 

 
National Park Service 
 
 U.S. Department of Interior 
 National Park Service 
 Land Resources Division 
 1849 C Street, N.W. 
 Washington, DC  20240 

mailto:usarmy.scott.sddc.mbx.tea-rnd@mail.mil
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 
 U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 Chief of the Forest Service 
 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
 Washington, DC  20250-0003 
 
 

 
  
       __________________________ 
                  Melanie B. Yasbin 
        July 11, 2024 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 
 
 The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. 
AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X) in the following form was advertised on July 5, 2024, in the Appalachian 
News Express, a newspaper of general circulation in Pike County, KY, as required by 49 C.F.R. 
§ 1105.7(c) and .12. 

 
       ___________________   
       Melanie B. Yasbin  
       July 11, 2024 
  

 
Notice of Intent to Abandon 

CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT”) gives notice that on or about July 8, 2024, it intends to file 
with the Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption under 49 
CFR 1152 Subpart F—Exempt Abandonments permitting the abandonment of approximately  
5.1-mile rail line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville 
Division, Winns Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY The proceeding will be 
docketed as No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X). 

The Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an Environmental 
Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after the filing of the notice of 
exemption. Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 15 
days after the EA becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board decision. 
Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmental 
matters by writing to the OEA, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by 
calling that office at (202) 245-0295. 
Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the Board. 
Requests for environmental conditions, public use conditions, or rail banking/trails use also can 
be filed with the Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other than 
environmental issues (such as trails use, public use, and offers of financial assistance) must be 
filed directly with the Board’s Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street, 
SW, Washington, DC 20423–0001 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(a)], and one copy must be 
served on applicant’s representative [See 49 CFR 1104.12(a)]. Questions regarding offers of 
financial assistance, public use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of Public 
Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at (202) 245-0238. Copies of any comments 
or requests for conditions should be served on the applicant's representative: Louis E. Gitomer, 
600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410)296-2250, Lou@lgraillaw.com. 
 
 

mailto:Lou@lgraillaw.com


 13 
  

 
 

NEWSPAPER AFFIDAVIT 

APPu cAT1ON No, ,dti-s-r-('.J..!. --v~. it, x ) 

I. 6 c:J!i tAc/c,X, ,q.).,,,wruu;c; 1//liil',,,,l of the 
Appalachian News-Express newspaper, published at Pikeville, 
Kentucky and having the largest general circulation of any 
newspaper in Pike County, Kentucky do hereby certify that 
from my own knowledge and a check of the files ol this newspaper 
that the advertisement of ,tlt4li.U, of utmT §I M•..J•11 lor 
CSX TtAd <Pecre vm,, , td!C was inserted in the 
Appalachian News-Express on the following dates: 

DATE _)_L.c._ 
DATE _ _ _ 
DATE _ _ _ 
DATE ___ _ 

SIGNATURE § 1th :Q'.W,.1_ DATE ~-i- <10d4 

Subscribed and Sworn to before me by 13. •#: "'1,:,,) ••K 
r,~ 

This _.c:.Q'--_ day of STcl I\/ , 202'{. 
I 

NOTARY PUBLIC Q.,,,,,.,_, 1 L (! L fu.&-

IP No fy,vl II~ q 1 State I<!( 

My commission expires: -"~'-'v"'-__ ,17,_"'~:..:fc.,c....:J.c...:.cJ...:;~_'t.,__ _ _ 
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EXHIBIT D– COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC 
REPORT 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, the undersigned hereby certifies that 
a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 
816X) was mailed via first class mail and electronic mail where available on June 18, 2024, to 
the following parties: 
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Eric Allness 
State Conservationist 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
771 Corporate Dr. Suite 300 
Lexington, KY 40503 
Eric.allness@usda.gov 
 
 

National Park Service 
Region 2 Office 
100 Alabama Street, SW 
1924 Building 
Atlanta, GA 30303  

Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 4 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA  30303-8960 
nuhfer.mark@epa.gov 
 
 
 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services 
J C Watts Federal Building. Room 265 
330 West Broadway 
Frankfort, KY 40601-8670 
kentuckyes@fsw.gov 
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Huntington Civil Works District 
502 Eighth St 
Huntington, WV 25701-2070 
304-399-5353 
pa2@usace.army.mil 
 

National Geodetic Survey 
RRAE@noaa.gov 
 
 

Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet 
300 Sower Blvd 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
envhelp@ky.gov  

Commissioner Jimmy Abshire 
Pike County 
146 Main Street  
Pikeville, KY  41501 
 

Pikeville-Pike County-Elkhorn City Joint 
Planning Commission 
info@pikevilleky.gov 
 
 

 

 

 
       ___________________   
       Melanie B. Yasbin  
       July 11, 2024 

mailto:Eric.allness@usda.gov
mailto:nuhfer.mark@epa.gov
mailto:kentuckyes@fsw.gov
https://usace.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7344e62432694199af7790aa47a32fdd&wmode=transparent
mailto:RRAE@noaa.gov
mailto:envhelp@ky.gov
mailto:info@pikevilleky.gov
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HISTORIC REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c), the undersigned hereby certifies 
that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 
816X) was submitted via electronic mail on June 18, 2024, to the following parties: 
 
 
Kentucky Heritage Council 
The Barstow House 
410 High Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
Khc.section106@ky.gov 
 
 
  
 

         
____________________ 

         
Melanie B. Yasbin  

        July 11, 2024 
 

mailto:Khc.section106@ky.gov
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT (“CEHR”) 
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8) 

 
Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X) 

 
CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 

IN PIKE COUNTY, KY 
 

Dated: July 11, 2024 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives.  Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that 
may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices.  Also 
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.  Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings clearly delineating the project. 
 
 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon the approximately 5.1-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 

Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. 

Postal Zip Codes 01453. 

 CSXT discontinued service over Line on October 31, 2016.2 Abandonment of the Line 

will result in the removal of the rail, crossties, and possibly the upper layer of ballast. CSXT does 

not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade structures. Any trail related structures, such as 

bridges, trestles, culverts, and tunnels will not be salvaged.   

The only alternative to a full abandonment would be for CSXT not to abandon the Line.  

 A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

 (2) Transportation System.  Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or 
local transportation systems and patterns.  Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) 
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action. 
 

 
2 CSX Transportation, Inc.—Discontinuance of Service Exemption—in Pike County, KY, STB Docket No. AB-55 
(Sub-No. 764X) (STB served Sept. 29, 2016). 
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 There is no passenger traffic on the Line to be diverted to other modes as a result of the 

proposed abandonment. There is no freight traffic on the Line to be diverted to motor carrier. 

The proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or local highway systems 

and traffic patterns. 

 (3) Land Use.  (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies 
and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Describe any inconsistencies.  (ii) 
Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed 
action on any prime agricultural land.  (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a 
designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9.  (iv) If the 
proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for 
alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain why. 
 
 (i) CSXT considers the proposed abandonment of the Line to be consistent with existing 

land use plans. CSXT notified the Pikeville-Pike County-Elkhorn City Joint Planning 

Commission by letter dated June 18, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting comments and included a 

copy of this preliminary CEHR. A copy of the Preliminary CEHR was also mailed to the 

appropriate local and state agencies for their information and further comment. No comments 

have been received to date. 

 (ii)  CSXT does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that will be affected. 

CSXT notified the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the responsibilities of the Soil Conservation 

Service) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated June 18, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting 

comments and included a copy of the Preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to 

date. 

 (iii) The proposed project is not located within the State of Kentucky’s Coastal Zone 

Management Program; therefore, consistency with the States Coastal Zone Management 

Program is not required. 
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 (iv)   CSXT believes the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail banking.  

 (4) Energy.  (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy 
resources.  (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.  (iii) State 
whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency 
and explain why.  (iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of 
more than:  (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year 
for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and 
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. 
 
 (i) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the ability to transport energy 

resources. 

 (ii) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of recyclable   

commodities. 

 (iii) The proposed abandonment will not change the use of railroad transportation over 

the line as CSX doesn’t currently ship over the line. 

 (iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion of more than 1,000 rail 

carloads a year; or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the line 

segments of rail traffic to motor carriage. 

 (5) Air.  (i) If the proposed action will result in either:  (A) An increase in rail traffic of at 
least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a 
day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of 
at lease 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of 
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road 
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.  For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. § 
10901 (or § 10505) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned 
line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (5)(i)(A) will apply.  (ii) If the proposed 
action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 
(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an 
increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard 
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck 
traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road 
segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters 
established by the State Implementation Plan.  However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 
§ 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously 
abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.  (iii) If transportation 
of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the 
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materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed 
restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and 
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release 
of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment. 
 
 (i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

 (ii) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

 (iii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting 

materials. 

 (6) Noise.  If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, 
state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three 
decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.  If so, 
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement 
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these 
receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 
 
 Not applicable. 
 
 (7) Safety.  (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety 
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).  (ii) If hazardous materials are 
expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether 
chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; 
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent 
available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.  (iii) If there 
are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials 
spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials 
involved. 
 
 (i) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental effects on public health and 

safety. There are thirteen road crossings, four public road crossings and nine private road 

crossings on the Line. All crossings can be closed. 

 (ii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of hazardous materials. 

----
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(iii) CSXT is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 

been known hazardous materials spills on the Line. 

 (8) Biological Resources.  (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened 
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. (ii) State whether 
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected, and describe 
any effects. 
 
 (i) CSXT does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely affect 

endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. CSXT has notified the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USF&W”) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated June 

18, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in determining whether the proposed 

abandonment will adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 

critical habitat and included a copy of the Preliminary CEHR.  By letter dated June 24, 2024, 

USF&W stated that “significant impacts to federally listed species are not likely to result from 

this project as currently proposed.” (See Exhibit 2). 

 Through use of the USF&W website https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ a letter listing threatened, 

and endangered species was generated on April 30, 2024, finding the Northern Long-eared Bat, 

Gray Bat, Indiana Bat and Monarch Butterfly may be in the area but that there are no critical 

habitats within the project area under USF&W’s jurisdiction. (See Exhibit 2). CSXT requested 

consistency letters on April 30, 2024 with the finding of not likely to adversely affect from 

USF&W based on the IPaC systems determination keys. In the attached letters USF&W requests 

that the Surface Transportation Board for review and if the “agency deems appropriate, to submit 

for concurrence verification through the IPaC system. The record locator for the Gray Bat is 836-

142553488 and the record locator for Indiana Bat is 836-142552905., USF&W’s letter states that 

the abandonment activity may affect the Northern Long-eared Bat. CSXT believes that if it does 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
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salvage work on the Line outside of the season swarm and staging dates of November 16 -March 

31 it will not affect the Northern Long-eared Bat.  (See Exhibit 2). 

 (ii)  CSXT does not believe any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 

forests would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.  

 CSXT has notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter 

dated June 18, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying any potential effects on 

wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests and included a copy of this 

Preliminary CEHR. Received comments will be included in the final CEHR 

 (9) Water.  (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.  
Describe any inconsistencies.  (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required 
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 
affected.  Describe the effects.  (iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. 
   
 (i) CSXT is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable 

water quality standards. CSXT notified the State Environmental Protection Agency (“SEPA”), 

and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”) by letters dated June 18, 

2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying any potential effects on water quality 

standards and included a copy of the Preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to 

date. 

 (ii) CSXT believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are required 

for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

affected by the proposed abandonment. Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of 

material will be accomplished by use of the right-of-way for access. No new access roads are 

contemplated. CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbed or perform any 

----
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activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil and does not anticipate any 

dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. CSXT will transport crossties and/or 

other debris away from the Line and will not discard them along the right-of-way or place or 

leave them in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. Also, during track 

removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, 

lubricants or any other pollutant materials from entering any waterways.  Based upon this course 

of action, CSXT does not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be 

required. 

 CSXT notified the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated June 18, 2024 (See 

Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying whether permits under section 404 of the Clean 

Water Act are required for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-

year flood plains will be affected by the proposed abandonment and included a copy of the 

Preliminary CEHR.   

 (iii) CSXT believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be 

required for the abandonment. CSXT notified the SEPA and the USEPA by letter dated June 18, 

2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying whether permit under section 402 of the 

Clean Water Act would be required for the abandonment and included a copy of the Preliminary 

CEHR.  

 (10) Proposed Mitigation.  Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse 
environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 
 
 CSXT does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed 

abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. CSXT will, of course, 

adhere to any remedial actions required by the Board. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

 1.  A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed 
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the 
location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad 
structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action; 
 
 U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the State Department of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation (See Exhibit 3) along with this preliminary CEHR. 

 2.  A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent 
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area; 
 
 The Line begins northwest of Maynard Hill Road.  It runs roughly parallel to Zebulon 

Highway in a southeasterly direction.  The Line crosses under Zebulon Highway and continues 

to run parallel to the highway in a southern direction.  The Line crosses Twin Oaks Drive and 

continues south across Winns Branch.  Still running parallel to the highway the Line turns west 

and then south again. The Line turns southwest and crosses Charles Farm Drive. Continuing 

south the Line runs parallel to Raccoon Road.  The Line continues south and ends shortly after 

crossing Johns Branch. 

   

 
 3.  Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area; 
 
 There are no CSXT owned structures that are 50 years old or older. 

 

 4.  The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major 
alterations, to the extent such information is known; 
 
 There are no structures on the Line. 

 
 5.  A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what, 
if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action; 
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 The track today is known as the Winns Branch and was originally part of the Chesapeake 

and Ohio railroad’s Coon Creek Subdivision. In 1972 the C&O became part of Chessie System 

and then merged into CSX in 1987 where it continued to support the Coal Industry.  As more 

U.S. Utilities to switch to natural gas the demand for coal shipments from Winns Branch 

continued to fall. All of the coal producers or support industries on this line eventually closed 

including the Kinney Branch Mining, Standard Elkhorn Mining, Primary Energies and Tri-State 

Salvage & Construction. 

 7.  An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to 

whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other 

previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions 

(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies 

or universities); 

 
 It is CSXT’s opinion that there are no archeological resources or other railroad related 

historic properties in the project area. 

 8.  A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of 
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally 
occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as 
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain. 
 
 Based on a review of its records, CSXT believes that there are no known subsurface 

ground disturbances or fill, or environmental conditions that might affect the archeological 

recovery of any potential resources. The Line was disturbed during construction by cuts and fill 

and any archeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would 

have been affected at that time versus during the proposed salvage operations associated with rail 

removal. 
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 9.  Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned 
properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs 
of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public 
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered 
archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native 
American). 
 
 CSXT does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be 

supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously 

submitted. But, if any additional information is requested, CSXT will promptly supply the 

necessary information. 

 CSXT notified the Kentucky Heritage Council on June 18, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) 

requesting assistance to determine whether there are any archeological resources or any other 

previously unknown historic properties and included a copy of the Preliminary CEHR. No 

comments have been received to date.
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                               EXHIBIT 1 – MAP 
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EXHIBIT 2 – LETTERS (WITHOUT MAPS) 
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500 Water Street, J801 
500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 
 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 
 
Commissioner Jimmy Abshire 
Pike County 
146 Main Street  
Pikeville, KY  41501 
 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
Dear Commissioner Abshire: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 
  This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R. 
1105.6(b)(2).  A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must 
be: 
 

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state 
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Please 
describe any inconsistencies.” 

 
 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 
relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current 
and future land use.  Please respond by email to Kevin_Hardee@csx.com or by mail to the above 

[ ,o~ ., J 
•• •• 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@csx.com
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address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your 
comments in its Final CEHR.   
 
 
 Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on 
the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 
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500 Water Street, J801 
500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 
 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 
 
Pikeville-Pike County-Elkhorn City Joint Planning Commission 
info@pikevilleky.gov 
 
 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 
  This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R. 
1105.6(b)(2).  A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must 
be: 
 

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state 
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Please 
describe any inconsistencies.” 

 
 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 
relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current 
and future land use.  Please respond by email to Kevin_Hardee@csx.com or by mail to the above 

[ ,o~ ., J 
•• •• 

mailto:info@pikevilleky.gov
mailto:Kevin_Hardee@csx.com
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address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your 
comments in its Final CEHR.   
 
 
 Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on 
the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 
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500 Water Street, J801 
500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 
 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 

 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 4 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA  30303-8960 
nuhfer.mark@epa.gov 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
Dear Mr. Nuhfer: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 
 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (e)(9) (i) 
and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements: 
 
 

(i) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 
standards.  Describe any inconsistencies.” 
 
(iii) “State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C. 
1342 are required for the proposed action.” 

[,o~ es J 
•• •• 

mailto:nuhfer.mark@epa.gov
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 There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area.  The removal of 
CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with 
existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated.  CSXT does not 
intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in 
the removal of the track material.  The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from 
the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or 
wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways.  During track removal, appropriate measures will 
be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials 
from entering any watercourses.  
 
  Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your 
concurrence with its position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State 
and local water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this time. 
As further information, CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land 
use in relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to 
Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).     
 
 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 
Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 
 
Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet 
300 Sower Blvd 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
envhelp@ky.gov 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 
 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (e)(9) (i) 
and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements: 
 
 

(i) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 
standards.  Describe any inconsistencies.” 
 
(iii) “State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C. 
1342 are required for the proposed action.” 

 
 
 There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area.  The removal of 
CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with 

[,o~ es J 
•• •• 

mailto:envhelp@ky.gov
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existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated.  CSXT does not 
intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in 
the removal of the track material.  The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from 
the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or 
wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways.  During track removal, appropriate measures will 
be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials 
from entering any watercourses.  
 
 Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its 
position that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened 
species, critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests.   
 
 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 
 
Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a map of 
the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report for the 
line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 
Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services 
J C Watts Federal Building. Room 265 
330 West Broadway 
Frankfort, KY 40601-8670 
kentuckyes@fsw.gov 
 
 
 

Re: Project Code: 2024-0002144; STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, 
Inc.—Abandonment Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
Dear Madam/Sir: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
  The action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 
C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) (i) and (ii) requires that CSXT develop responses to the following statements: 
  
(i) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether the proposed 
action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 
critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 
 
(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be 
affected, and describe any effects. 
 
Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its position 
that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened species, 
critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests.   
 

[,o~ es J 
•• •• 

mailto:kentuckyes@fsw.gov
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 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 
 
 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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RECEIVED 
By FWS at 9:13 am, Jun 20, 2024 

500 Water Street, 1801 
Jacksonville, Flo11da 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 
Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

Ke1,1in~ 
Joint Facilities 

June 18, 2024 
U.S. Fish & Wild life. Services 

Significant Impacts to federa1lly listed species are 

not likely to result from this project as current ly 

proposed. Project re-coordination is needed if the 

proje ct changes or If new spacies or critical habitats 

are listed that could be im pa cted by the project. 
JC Watts Federal Building. Room 265 
330 \Vest Broadway 
Frankfort, KY 40601-8670 
kentuckyes@fsw.gov 

Seth Bl.shop Digitallys;gnedbySethBishop 
Date: 2024.06.24 15:03:.30-04'00' 

for ~ent ucky Field Supervisor 

U.S. Fish and W ildlife Service 

Re.: Projec.t Code: 2024-0002144; STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transpc1tatiou, 
Inc.- Abandoument Exempti011-1I1 Plke County, KY 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

Date 

CSX T ranspc,tation, Inc., ("CSXT') pr~s to a ban den an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
liue that mus betw~ n milepost CML 9.0 and milepcst CML 14.1, Louisville Div1Sion, Wiuus 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike. County, KY (the "Line''). The Line. mns through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 

Toe ac.tioo requires Smf ace Transpc,tation Board awroval and Federal Regulations 49 
C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) (i) and (ii) requires that CSXT develop responses to the following statements: 

(i) Based 011 consultation with tlte U S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether the proposed 
action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 
critical habita, a11d ifso, describe tlte ~ffects. 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctua,;es or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be 
affected, and describe any effects. 

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your coucun-euce in its position 
that there. would be. no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened species, 
aitic.al habitats, u,ildlife. s:w.c,h.ii.Uies or refuges, National or State pad.:s, or forests .. 

CSXT would awreciate your comments regarding ctuTent and fotw·e. fand use in 
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronic~lly to Ke.vin Hardee@.CSXcon1 by 
email or through the United States Postal Serv1ce (USPS). 
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Ol/:D2024 l7:43:00UTC 

human enviromnenl as defined in the National E-nvironmentaJ Po licy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Seivice suggesu th.al a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared IO detennine whether the projecl may 
affeci lis1ed or vroposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habita:. Recommended 
contenlS of a Biological Assessmenl are described at SO CFR 402.12. 

If a Federal agency decermines, based on the Biological Assessmenl or biolopcal e\'aluacion, th.al 
listed species and/or designaced critical habicac may be affected by the proposed projecc, the 
agency is requited to consult with the Service pursuant co SO CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends chat candid.ale species, proposed species and proposed criticaJ habitat be addressed 
within the consuhation. More infonnation on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, ind uding the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endang ered 
Species Consubation Handbook" at: 

hups://www.fws.gov/sites/defauh/files/documents/endangered-species,onsU:1ation­
handbook .pdf 

Migr.Ho,·y Uirtls: In addition to responsibilities to proteci threaten ed and endangered species 
under the E-ndat gered Species Ac1 (ESA), there are additional responsibilili e-$ under the 
i\·1igratory Bird Trea ty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protectioa Act (BG EPA) to 
proteci nati \'e birds from projee1 4 related impac1s. Any activity, intentionaJ or unintentional, 
resulting in lake o f migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibi1ed unless otherwise penn itted by 
the U.S. Fish ar.d Wildlife Seivice (SO C.F.R. Sec. L0.12 and LG U.5.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regnding these Ac1s, see https://www.fws.gov/program/migraloJY4 bird-permit/what4 

we-do .. 

The MBTA has no pro\'ision for aUowing take of m igratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility o f the projecl proponenl to 
comply with these Ac1s by identifying potential impaclS to migratory birds and eagles wichin 
applicable NEPA documenlS ( when there is a federal nexus) or a Bini/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is r.o federal nexus). Proponents should implemenl conseJVation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production o f projecHelated stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources 10 the projecMelated stressors. For more information on a\'ian stressors and 
recommended conseJVation measures, see https://www.fws.go\'/library/c0Ue<tions/threa1s-birds. 

ln addition 10 MBTA and BG EPA, Executive Order 13 186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
ro Protect Migrotory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authori.1..e activities 
th1u m ii;Ju 4 ffe« m is.r41ory b ird:,., to minim ixcc tho:ic o:-,ffcet:i ,m d c ncou.rosc co:i.:ierv4 tioo mco:i.u tc:i. 

that wiU improw bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migra10.-y birdsand migra1ory bird habiiat. For infonnation regarding the imvlemen1a1ion of 
Executive Order 13 186, please \'isit hups://www.fws.gov/partner/council,ortservation­
migra1o.-y-birds. 

We apprecia1e :;our concern for threatened and endangered species. The Serv:ce encourages 
Federal agencies 10 include conservation o f threa1ened and endangered specits inlo their proj eci 
planning to fun,ier the purposes o f the Act. Please include the Consultation Gxle in the header o f 

2of7 
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Enclosed are a distribution list of all p.111ies that have. been copied on the. proposed ac.tioo, a 
map of the proposed location and the preliminruy Combined iEn, irowneutal and Historical Report 
for the. line .. If you have.any questions, please. feel free. to call ore.mail me .. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Harde.e 
Enclosures (3) 
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U□ ited States Departrne□t of the l□terior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
KEttucky F.cological Services Field Office 

J C \\ffl Federal Building, Room 265 
330~ Broom,;,y 

Frankfott, KY 40601-8670 
Poorwr. (l",02) 695-0<67 F.u: (502) 695-1004 

Email Address- kmUOlrn@OO f:PY 

In Reply Rele, To: 04/3012024 17:43:08 lITC 
Project Code: 2024-0083842 
Project Name: CSXT Abandonment Exemption- Pike County, KY AB-55 (Sub- No. 8 16X) 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occm in your proposed project 
location or may be affected by your proposed project 

To Whom h May Concern: 

The enclosed ~pecies }jst identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as propcm d and final designated critical habitat, that may oct'ur within the boundary of your 
proposed projtCI ancl/or may be affected by yow proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements cf the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) o f the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) o f 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

New infonnatVn based on updated surveys, changes in the abundince and distribution of 
species, chang-?d habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel &ee to 
contact us if you need more current infonnation or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federaUy proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under SO CFR 402.12(e) o f the regulatioru implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accur.:cy o f this species list shouJd be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed fonnally or informally as desired. The SeJVice recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the lPaC website at reguJar intervals during project pJanning and 
implementatio:t for updates IO species lists and infonnation. An u(:dated }jst may be rectuested 
through the [PaC system by completing the same process used to ieceive the enclosed list. 

The purpose ol the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened ind endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sen.ions 7(a)( l) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its impJementing regulations (SO CFR 402 et seq.) , FedenJ agencies are rectuired to 
uti)jze their au:horities to carry out programs for the conseivation of threatened and endangered 
species and to detennine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated criticaJ habitat. 

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undenaking.s having 
simUar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significan:ly affecting the quaHty of the 
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this letter with any rei:1uest fo r consultation or correspondence abou1 your project that you submit 

to our office. 

Auachmen1(s): 

• Official Species List 

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST 
T his list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Ac1, and fulfills the 
rei:1uirement for FederaJ agencies 10 "requesl o f the Secretary o f the In terior infonnation whether 
.any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in rthe area of a proposed 
.action". 

T his species list is provided by: 

Kentucky Ecological S~rvices Field Offict! 
JC Wans FederaJ BuiJding, Room 265 
330 Wes1 Broadway 
Frankfon, KY 40601-8670 
<(502) 695-0467 

3of7 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES 
There is a total of 5 tb rea1ened, endangered, or candida1e species on 1Ms species Us1. 

Species on this lis1 sho uld be considered in an eHeccs analysis for your projeci and could include 
species that exisc in ao ocher geographic area. For example, cenain fish may appear on the species 
list because a projec1 could aHect downstream species. Note 1ha1 2 of chese species should be 
conside:re-d only under cenain conditions. 

I PaC does not display listed species or oitical habitats under the sole jurisdiccion of NOA.A 
Fisheries! , as USFWS does no! have che authoricy to speak on behaJf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce. 

See 1he •c ncical habitats• section below for those criticaJ habitats th.al lie who Uy or paniaUy 
within your projec1 a~a under this office's jurisdic1ion. Please con1ae1 the desi.gnaced F\'/S office 
if you have questions. 

l. NOAA Fisherie-s also known as the National Marine Fisher ies Service (NMFS), is an 
o ffice of the NaJional Oceanic and Acmospheric Administration within the Departmem o f 
Commerce. 

5or7 
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PROJECT SUMMARY 
Project Code: 
Pmjec1 Name: 

Pmjec1 Type: 
Pmjecl Oe:scription: 

Pmjec1 Location : 

2024-0083842 
CSXT Abandonment Exemption- Pike County, KY AB--SS (Sub-No. 
8 t6X) 
Abandonment of Ra.iJ Line 
CSX Trans(X)rlalion, Inc., C'CSXT") pro(X)ses lo abandon the 
approximately 5.1 -miJeraiJ line that runs be1ween mile(X)SI CML 9.0 and 
mile))OS1 CML 14.l , Louisville Division, Winns Branch-Big Sandy 
Subdivision, in Pike Coun1y, KY 

The ap1nox.ima1e location of 1h e project can be viewed in Google Maps: hnps:// 

ww:w soo"k rnm/mans.f@37 53159745 --82 455.56540539137 14& 

i.U 
' 

' ' 
, 
, ,--;-,_,,,,_ 

Counties: Pike Coun1y, Kentucky 

4of7 
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MAMMALS 
NAME 

Gray Bat Myotis grisescens 
No a:iticaJ bali1a1 bas beeti designated for dtis spe:ies. 
1'his species 011Jy 11l'tds to be co~idered Ulldtt lbt foDowing conditions: 

• The projeu area includes potl'lllial gray bat hlbit.aL 
Species pro61e:· bnm·/t'ecm fws gnylecnfs1w ies/6J29 
Ge1tl"ral project desigJ.l g.tl.teline:s: 

bnnrttirac rmmtm OOernn'PmienM YS1B6HNVAS INfWIKiBHV HVM{dnnrurnrsI 
ge1:«atedJ'6422.pdf 

Endangered 

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered 
11ll'rt is final critical habital for Ibis species. Your locatioo does not OVl'rlap the o:iticaJ habitaL 
1'his species 011Jy 11l'tds to be co~idered Ulldtt lbt foDowing conditions: 

• The projeu area includes 'potential' hallilat. ftll activities in this location should coosider 
pcxniblt ~rfl'm io th» .1pttit'.'l. 

Species pro61e:· bnm·/t'ems fws gnylecn(s1w iestm:19 
Genl"ral project desigJ.l g.tl.teline:s: 

h1tps:/lipat.l'C'Ospltere.fwyovipmjl'ct/YLVS'JB6HNVASJNFWJJGBH71.HVM!dornmen3/ 
ge11eratrol'6'122.pdf 

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrior,alis 
No a:iticaJ balita1 bas beeti designated for dtis spe:ies. 
Species pro61e:· bnm·/t'ems fws gnylecn(s1w ies2l:1S 
Genl"ral project desigJ.l g.tl.teline:s: 

bum:/tinac rmmtm t,,aPmifnmienM YS1B:6HNVAS 'NfWIKiBHV HVMMnnrurnIY 
ge1:«ated!'6'122.pdf 

T ricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus 
No a:iticaJ balita1 bas beeti designated for dtis spe:ies. 
Species pro61e:: hnm1t'erRi-Ot's CPY/rrnfsnsriC$(105l5 

INSECTS 
NAME 

Monarch Bu11erfly Danaus plexippus 
No a:iticaJ balita1 bas beeti designated for dtis spe:ies. 
Species pro61e:· bnm·/t'ems fws gnylecn(s1w iestru:1J 

CRITICAL HABITATS 

Endangered 

Proposed 
Endangered 

s,mu; 

Candidate 

1ltERE ARE NO OUll CAL HABITXl"S \\'ftlUN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER 11-0S OFACE'S 
JURJSDJCJl DN. 

YDU ARE snu REQUIRID10 DETEJU.,UNE IF YOUR PRQJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON AU 
ABOVE USJID SPECIES. 

6of7 
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Agency: 
Name: 
Adclress: 
City: 
Suue: 
Zip: 
EmaiJ 
Phone: 

Private Entity 
Melanie Yasbin 
600 Baltimore Ave, Suite 301 
Towson 
MD 
2l204 
melanie@lgrailJaw.com 
4[02962205 

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Lead Agency: Surface T ransportation Board 

04/:D2024 17:43:00 UTC 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WD..DLIFE SERVICE 

Keou.rly Ecological Services Piekl Office 
J C Watrs Federal Building. Room 265 

DO \11~1 Broath.,•ay 
Prankfott, KY 40001-8670 

Phone: (S02) GSS-0467 Fax: (S02) 69>-1024 
Email Adclress~ keonu:Jores@fws PO\' 

In Reply Refer To: 04/30/202417:48:53 lITC 
Projea code: 202.uxm842 
Projea Name: CSXT Abandonment Exemption--Pike Coumy, KY AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X) 

Subjea: Consistency letter for the project named 'CSXT Abandonmen1 Exemption-Pike 
County, KY AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X)' for the endangered Indiana bar and its critical 
habitat in the proposed project location, pw-suan1 10 the Indiana Bar Determination 
Key(DKey) 

Dear Melanie Yasbin: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on April 30, 2024 your effea 
derermination(s) for 11:e 'CSXT Abandonment Exemption--Pike Coumy, KY AB-55 (Scb-No. 
816X)' using the Indiana Bat DKey within the Information for Planning and Consultation (lPaC) 
system. The Service developed this system in accordance with the Endangered Species Ao of 
1973 (ESA) (87 S1a1.IB4, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Based on your answer; and the assistance of the Service's Indiana Bat DKey, you mad, the 
following effect detennination(s) for the proposed Action: 

Species 
Indiana Bar (Myoris scda/is) 

Listing Status 
Endangered 

l.nn~uhatinn Sram~ 

Oetermi11ation 
NLAA 

Consuhation with the Servi« is not complete. The above effect detennination{s) bemmes 
applicable wben the l"'d federal action agency or designated non-federal representative submits 
them as a requesi 10 the Service to rely on the Indiana Bat DKey in order 10 satisfy the agency's 
consultation requiremencs for this project. 

Please provide this consistency letter 10 the lead federal action agency or its designated non­
federal representative with a request for its review, and as the agency deems appropriate, 10 
submit for concurrenn, verification through the lPaC system_ The lead federal action agency or 
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION 
~ Pcv.im Eaity 

_ f,k l - 'c'ztio 
Ad:r.m5::: 6)) ~ Aw, Swill 3l1 
OE)i:: T m,,'5D] ,, 
Zip: 

-.-.:.~lgr.nlmumn 
P.!mov. .4~0296l2DS 

L EAD AGENCY CONTACT lNFORMATllON 
Lmd Sab::t, 1i.cnpt11:iidimi B:md 

M!:11"21IZ◄ LT :!SJ UTC 
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U□ ited States Departme□t of the loterio r 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

KEttucky F.cological Ser.lees Field Office 
J C \\atts Federal Building, Room 26S 

330 'M>sl Broom,;,y 
Frankfort, KY 40601-8670 

Poorwr. (502) 695-0<67 Fax: (502) 695-1024 
Email Addrl5'- kmnYsygs@tw:; ew 

[n Reply Refer To: 04/30/2024 17:51:53 UTC 
Project code: 2024-00113642 
Project Name: CSXT Abandonment Exemption- Pike County, KY AB-55 (Sub- No. 816X) 

S ubject: Consis1ency letter for the proj ect named 'CSXT Abandonment Exemption- Pike 
County, KY AB-SS (Sub-No. 816X)' for specified threatened and endangered species 
that may occur in your proposed proj ect location consistent with the Kentucky 
Oetennination Key (OKey) 

Dear Melanie Yasbin: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) rece.ived on April 30, 2024 you r effect 
determination(s) for the 'CSXT Abandonment Exemption--Pike County, KY AB-55 (Sub-No. 
816X)' (Action) using the Kentucky (OKey) within the Information for Planning and 
ConsuJtation (IPaC) system. The Se.Jvice developed this system in accordance with the 
E'.nd.tngered Species Ac, of 1973 (l".SA) (87 Stat.864, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 e, seq.). 

Based on yow answers and the assistance of the Se.JVice's Kentucky OKey, you made the 
following effect detennination(s) for the proposed Action; 

Species 
Gray Bat (Myo.cis grisescens) 

Listing Status 
Endangered 

C onsultation Status 

Determination 
NLAA 

Consultation with the Sen•ice is not complete.The above effect detenninaliion(s) becomes 
appUcable when the lead federal action agency or designated non-federal representative submits 
them as a request to the Se.Jvice to rely on the Kentucky DKey in order to satisfy the agency's 
consultation requirements for this project. 

P lease provide this consistency Jetter to the lead federal action agency or its designated non­
federal representative with a request for its review, and as the agency deems a ppropriate, to 
s ubmit for concurrence verification through the [PaC system. The lead federal action agency or 
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designated non-federal representative should log into IPaC using their agency email account and 
d ick •search by record locator." They will need 10 enter the record locator 836 -l 4255348.8 

If there is no fed eral action agency for this projeCI, lhe information in 1his letter is provided to 
you as 1echnical assistan ce in your planning. Species with NLAA determinations are consisienl 
with lhe programmatic ,evaluation in the s1anding analysis of proposed Actions the Ken1ucky 
Ecological Services Fie-Id Office has identified that typically do nol resuh in significanl adverse 
effec1s 10 that species. 

The Service recommends that your agency con1act the Ken1ucky Ecological SeJVices Field 
Office or re-evalua1e thie Action in IPaC if: L) the scope, timing, duration, or location of the 
Aclion changes, 2) new information reveals the Action may affect lis1ed species or designated 
critical habita t, or 3) a o ew species is listed or critical habitat designated. If any o f the above 
conditions occurs, add ilipnal consultation with lhe Kentucky Ecological Services Field Office 
should 1ake place befor~ proj ect changes are final o r resource-s committed. 

The fo llowing species and/or critical habitats may also occur in your projecl area and art! not 
cove.red by this cond us ion: 

Indiana Bat Myocis soda/is Endangered 

Monarch Buuer-fJy Danaus plexippus Candid.ale 

Nonhem Long~ared Bat Myoris se.ptentrfonalis Endangered 

Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed Endangered 

To address effects to other federaUy listed or proposed species and/or the.ir designated critical 
habi1at, you can requesl project-specific review by following the ins1ructions in the "Next Steps" 
section of your species list lener, or you may use another detennination key, if available. 

Additional Coordination 
To requesi additional technical assisiance or consuhation, please email your request 10 
KentuckyES@fws.gov and include relevant si1e-specific infonnation. The Kentucky Ecological 
SeJVices Field Office will respond within 30 days of your submittal. 

DKey ¼!rsnl Publish Dale: 07/00l2023 2of6 
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Action Oescrip1ion 
You provided to IPaC 1he foUowing name and description for the su·:,ject Action. 

I.Name 

CSXT Abandonment Exemption- Pike County, KY AB-55 (Sub-No 81 GX) 

2. Description 

T he foJJowing dl.'Scription was provided for the project 'CSXT Abandonmenl Exemption--Pike 
County, KY AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X)': 

CSX Transportation, Inc., ("CSXT") proposes to abandon th;, approxima1ely 5. t­
miJe rail line tha1 runs be1ween milepost CML 9.0 and milepoSI CML 14.1, 
Louisville Division, Winos Branch- Big Sandy Subdivision, it Pike County, KY 

T he approximatl" location of 1he projecl can be viewed in Google M~ps: hnps:!/ 
www.google.c:om/maps/@37 .53159745 -82.45556540539137 141. 

[)l(ey""""" Pu- Oaoe: 07/00/2'1l.3 3of6 
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QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW 
1. WiJJ d:e proposed Action involve Federal funding, pennitting, or authorization, or wiU it 

h" <:;lllni"d u ut by :i. J:DCl.or.il Ag~ncy? 

Yes 
2. Are you the lead FederaJ Action Agency or designated non- fednal representative 

requesting concurrence on be.haJf of the lead FederaJ Action Agency? 

Yes 
3. [Hiddm Semantic] Does the action area intersect critical habitat? 

AutOtniliQlly a,m,•errd 
No 

4. WiJJ d:e proposed Action involve construction or operation o f vind turbines? 

No 
5. WiJJ d:e proposed Action involve blasting (other than a fireworks display)? 

No 
6. WiJJ d:e proposed Action involve a new point source discharge from a facili1y other than a 

water 1reatmen1 plant or storm water system? 

No 
7. WiJJ d:e proposed Action involve the creation o f a new water-home contaminanl source 

(e.g. lfachate pond, pits containing chem icals that are not NSFtANSI 60 compUant)? 

No 
8. WiJJ d:e proposed Action include the removal, replacement, re-i:ai r ancVor maintenance o f 

an existing bridge or culvert? 

No 
9. WiJJ d:e proposed Action involve perennial stream loss that would require an individual 

permit under 404 of the Clean Water Act? 

No 
LO. WiJJ d:e proposed Action involve discharge o f sediment inlo a stream? 

No 
11 . Does the Action Area contain any caves (including the.ir associated sinkholes, fissures, or 

other karst features), rockshehers, underground quarries, or abandoned mine ponals 
(including associated underground workings)? 

No 
l2. [Hidd m Semantic] Does the Action Area in1ersec1 the Kentucky AO) o f the gray ba1? 

;.\ utoimtie;ailly ;mn.,,ered 

Yes 
LJ. WiJJ d:e proposed Action involve drilling or boring? 

No 

DKey ¼!rsnl ~ublish Dale: 07/00f2023 4of6 
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l4. Based on the responses you have provid ed, we believe that the proposed Anion is 
consistent with the type of Anions pragrammatically e\1aJuated by the Seivice's Kentucky 
Field Office under the standing analyses 1ha1 suppon 1Ms determination key. These Actions 
typicaUy conclude with "no effect• or " may affect - not likely 10 ad versely affeci" 
decenninations for 1he gray bat. 

What is your effect determination for 1he g ray bat? 

Notd PaCwill llOl pn:A•ic.!e a COIIWITI'JIC'e for "no effect" dett:nninaliotu; berous-e lhtn! is no SUJ!UWI)' 
rtq!liremen1 w f!qlN"SI COIIWITI'Jlce from the Ser.ice. IPaC.,.ill ptm•ide CMCUlffllCe for "May affM- nol likely 
lo adversely alfecr" de!erminalions. I( yoo choose "May afftt.t - likely w ach'f'l'Sely afftt.t" or • Uns!lre,,. 
addi.rional coo.rdioof.im with die Sm'itt is ffi-'Ol?lmiM&d. 

2. "May affect - not like(y to adversely affect" 

DKey ¼!rsnt Pubisfl Dale: 07/00l2023 
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Plqect oode: 2024.oo83842 IPaC Recordlocatoc 836--1425.53488 

IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Agency: 
Name: 
Adclress: 
City: 
Staie: 
Zip: 
EmaiJ 
Phone: 

Private Entity 
Melanie Yasbin 
600 Baltimore Ave, Suile 301 
Towson 
MD 
2l204 
melanie@lgraillaw.com 
4[02962205 

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Lead Agency: Surface T ransportation Board 

DKey ¼!JS:00 Publish Date: 07/00f2023 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILD~IFE SERVICE 

Kmucky F.cological Scnices Field Office 
J C \\'atts Federal Btilding, Room 265 

330""" B:oom,;,y 
Frankfort, KY 40601-8670 

Poorwr. (502) 695-0<67 Fax: (502) 695-1024 
Email Address: kmCXifrn@{ws CRY 

In Reply Refer To: 04/30/2024 18 :04:11 lITC 
Project oode: 2024-00113842 
Project Name: CSXT Abandonment Exemption- Pike County, KY AB-55 (Sub- No. 816X) 

Federal Nexus: yes 
Federal Action Agency (if applk able): Surface Transpon.ation Board 

Subject: Technical assistance fo r 'CSXT Abandonment Exemption- Pike County, KY AB-5S 
(Sub-No. 8 ! 6X)' 

Dear Melanie Yasbin: 

This Jener records your deten nination using the lnfonnation for Planning and Consultation 
(lPaC) system provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on April 30, 2024, fo r 
'CSXT Ab~nduiun1>nt E.x1>mption- Pik• County, KY A.B-SS (Sub-No. 8 16X)' (h1m,2 fofW,ud, 
Project) . This project has been assigned Project COOe 2024-0083842 and all fuhlte 
correspondence should d early reference this number. Please carefu lly review this letter. Yo:tr 
Enda nee.red Species Act (Act) rec1u ireme.n ts are not complete. 

Ensu r in: Accurate. Oete.rmination.s When Usina: [ PaC 

The Set"'ice d eveloped the [PaC system and assodued species' detennination keys in acconb nce 
with the Endangered Species Act o f 1973 (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) and based on a standing analysis. All infonnation sub mined by the Proj ect proponent into 
IPaC must accurately represent the full scope and details of the Proj ect. Failure to accurately 
represent or implemen t the P,·oject as d e.tailed in IPaC or the Northern Lon,-eared Bat 
Ran,ewide Determination Ke.y (Okey), invalidates thi.s letter. 

Oetennilation fo r the Northern Lun:-Eared Bat 

Based on yow lPaC submission and the standing analysis fo r the Okey, your project has reaclted 
the detennination of "May Affect·" the non.hem lor.g-eared bat. 

Next S u ps 
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Plqect oode: 2024.oo83842 IPaC Recordlocatoc 836--142555100 <W300024 1~:U UTC 

Your action maJ qualify for the Interim Consuhation Framework for the northern long-eared ba t. 
To de1ennine if ii qualifies, review the Interim Consuhation Framework posted here hnps:// 
www fw .. 1:ovLli29cy/coUscsioo../imrcim coo .. nlmrioo frame>totl- oonb~co Joor. £'1a:d ML If yuu 
determine ii mHJ.s the rettuirements of the Interim Consultation Frame-work, follow the 
procedures outlined there to complete section 7 consuhation. 

If your project does not meel the re<tuirements o f the Interim Consuhation Framework, please 
contact the Kentucky Ecological Services Field Office for funher coordination on this proj eci. 
Further consuhation or coordination with the Service is necessary for those species or designa1ed 
critical habita1s with a de1ennination of "May AffeCI''. 

Othf!.r S1>ecies and Critical Habita t that May be Present in the Action Area 

The IPaC-assistOO de1ennination for the northern long.eared ba1 does not apply to the folJowing 
ESA-pro1ected ~pecies and/or oitical habi1at that also may occur in your Action area: 

Gray Bat l1yotis grisescens Endangered 

Indiana B;u Myotis soda/is Endangered 

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candid.ale 

Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subJ1avus Proposed Endangered 

You may coordinate with our Office to determine whether the Action m,1.y cause prohibited take 
of the species liste<I above. 

DKey ¼!rsnl Publi;h Date: <WZY.!024 2ofiO 
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Pmjoo rode: 2024-2 tPaC Record locaroc 8J6.1t:2S55100 04f3a202'118:0:1:U UTC 

Action DescT iption 
You provided to CPaC the foUowiug name and descriptiot1 for the subject Action. 

1. Name 

CSXT Albandonmen1 Exemption- Pike County, KY AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X) 

2. Oesc:riipt ion 

T he fo lJowing: description was provided for the project 'C SXT Abandonmenl Exemption--Pike 
County, l<Y AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X)': 

CSX Transponation, Inc:., ("CSXT") proposes to a bandon the appmx.ima1ely 5. t­
m ile rail line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.l, 
LouisvilJe Division, Winns Branch- Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY 

T he approxima1e locatio~ of the projeci can be viewed in Google Maps: hnps:/1 
www.goe>gle.c:om/maps/@37.53159745 -82.455565405,39137 141. 

tu -
,ff), 

.... ·~ 

OKey ¼!r'SUt Publish Date: 0412312024 
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Plqect oode: 2024..oo83842 IPaC Record locatoc 836--1425.5.5100 <W3CY.!024 1~:11 UTC 

DETERMINATION KEY RESULT 
Based on the answers provided, the proposed Action is consistent with a detennination o f "may 
affect,. for the Endangered nonhem long~ared bat (Myoris seprenrrionalis). 

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW 
l . Does the proposed project include, or is it reasonably renain to cause, intentional 1ake o f 

th~ nonhem long-eared bat or any other listed species? 

N« e: lnll'tltional take is ik>fined as take lhal is Ille immik>d nsuJ! of a projl'ct. lntl'Oliooal take could refer to 

researrll, direct s~U'S management, SUM')'.S., and.for SI.tidies Oat inc:tlde intentional handling/eocountering, 
harassment, coUl'Ctitm, ur capruring or any iodivid'tlal or a fedttaUy listed lhteate:ued, endangered or proposed 
SpKU'S? 

No 
2. Does any component of the action involve construction or operation of wind turbines? 

N« e: For federal actions, .uw.·er ')'es' if Ille constmction or q:,eralion or ...,ind powu faciliies is eitbl"r (1) pan 
or die rm a1 attioo c. (2) would oot ocmr bul ror a rma1 agency attioo (federal permj1, funding, etc:.). 

No 
3. Is the proposed action authorized, pennitted, licetsed, funded, or be.ing carried out by a 

Federal agency in whole or in part? 

Y« 
4. Is the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), J:ederaJ Railroad Administration (FRA), 

or Federal Transi1 Administration (FTA) funding or authorizing the proposed action, in 
whole or in part? 

No 
5. A1e you an employee of the federal action agency or have you been officiaUy designated in 

wtiting by the agency as its designa ted non- federi.l representative for the purposes of 
Er.dangered Species Act Section 7 informal consultation per SO CFR § 402.08? 

N« e: This key may be ll'SM rm fl'llual dons and rm 1wo-rek>ral actiom '° facililate .seuioo 7 consultation and 
10 lclp dclcnninc whether .:JI! incidcnbl 1;,kc, permit m.:,y be, n«,dcd, fl""..pcctivdy. 1~ qu~n i:: for infonn;ition 

puipo.ses only. 

No 
6. Is the lead federal action agency the E-nvironmenul Protection Agency (EPA) or Federal 

CC1mmunications Commission (FCC)? ls the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) funding or authorizing the proposed action, 
in whole or in pan? 

No 

DKey ¼!r'5nl Pul:lish Dale: <WZY.!024 d of lO 
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Plqect oode: 2024-00838d2 IPaC Record Locatoc 836--142555100 <W300024 18:01:U UTC 

7. Is the lead rederal action agency the Federal Energy ReguJa 1ory Commission (FERC)? 

No 
8. Have you detennined th.al your proposed action will have n o effeci on the northern long 4 

eared bat? Remember to oonsider che effecis of anv activities th.al would not occur but for 
the proposed action. 

If you think that the nonhem long-eared bat may be affecied by your project or if you 
would like assistance in deciding, answer " No"' below and continue chrough the key. If you 
have determined chat che n onhern long-eared bat does not occur in your projeCl's action 
area and/or that your project will have no effects whatsoever on the species despile the 
potentiaJ for i110 occur in the action area, you may make a "no effec1" determination for 
the northern long~eared bat. 

Nott: f ederal agencies (or their designatl'd oon-federal l'l'(X'esetllatives) must consuJ! with USFWS on federal 
ageocy actions lha1 may affoo listl'd species (SO CFR 402J 4(a)J. ConsuJtatioo is no1 required fr:I' actions dlat .,.; u 
not affea listed species Cl' o:itical habitaL 1berefcn, th.is detennination key will not provide a coosistmcy or 
Vl'riftcati.oo Im.er for actions that will 00! affl'C1 lisled species. If yoo belil?\·e dlat die ncrtbem Jong~ared ha! may 
be affeaed by your project or if }1)U would like assislano> io deciding,, please anwer "Nri' and continue lhnmgb 
the key. Remember thal dtis key addresses only effects 10 the oonbern Joog~arnd IMl. Coosullatioo with USFWS 

would be required if your action may affe,n anolher lisled species or o:itical habitat The definition of Effects of 
the Action can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/mediat1torthem4 loog-ear\'d4 bal•i1S'iisled-dete:nnination~ey4 

:sr!rsnHfefinitirim 
No 

9. [Semantic] Is the action area located within 0.5 miles of a known northern long-eared ba1 
hibemaculum? 

Nott: The map queried fr:l' this question coolaffl pro,prielill')' infonnation and cannot be displa)·L'd. If you need 
additional information, please cootact yolll' Slate wildlife agency. 

AutomatiGally ilUS\o'trtd 
No 

LO. Does the action area con1ain any caves (or associated sinkh oles, fissures, or othe r karst 
fea1ures), mines, rocky ou1croppings, or tunnels that could mnovide habitat for hibernating 
northern long~ared bais? 

No 
11 . Is suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat present within LOOO feet of 

project activities? 
(If unsure, answer •v es.• ) 

Nott: If thin are trees within !he action area that are or a sufficient size 10 be potential roosis for bais (Le., Liw 
ll'l'l'S andfur soa~ ~3 indles(l2.J cl'lllilllf'ttt) dbh), ;ms"m .. Yes ... If llll~n>, additional ioform.ati.oo de:finiog 

suita!H s1m1mer habitat r .. the oonbttn Jong~arl'd ha! can be follOd ac h;ttp:r /00:W: 00, fRYt'mrsfia.foorthcot 

lnn9 :rarrsl:bar:assi:!rerl4 dr1raoioarim4 kev·srleorsl:drfici1 irms 
Yes 

DKey \krS:00 Pul:lish Dale: <WZY.!024 Sorto 
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l2. WiJJ 1he action cause effects to a bridge? 

No 
ll WiJJ 1he action result in effEccls 10 a culvert or runae.1? 

No 
L4. Does the action include the intentionaJ exclusion of nonhem long-eared bats from a 

buiJding or suucture? 

No1e: Exdu:sioo is co11dwed to deoy bats' en.try or teen.try into a building. To be effecti\'e and 10 a,..,id hamting 

bats., it should be ik:11te acrording to eslabtished standards. If your «lioo includes IMI exclusion and you are 
unsure -..•hl'dter nortbem loog-eared bolts are presem, auswu "Yes.• An.swu "No'" if there are oosigps ol bat use 
in Ille bu:.iklillg(structut". If unsure, contact yout local U.S. fish and Wildlife Ser.iCl'S f.cological St'l'Vites Field 
Office to help assess W'bl'dler northern long-tal'l'd bats may be presmL Con1act a Nuisance Wildlife Co1t1rol 
Operator (N\\1"00) for h...._. in how to exclude bats from a structtlre safely without causing harm to the bat.s(lo 
God a NWCO rntifK'd in bat s1andard.'S, search die lntertll1 using the .stardl tenn "Naliooal Wildlife Co1t1tol 
Operators Association 0015"). Also see Ille White-Nose S)ndrolne Respoose Team's guide for bat c.u mol in 

'"'"''"" No 
LS. Does the action involve remova l, modification, or main1enance of a human 4 made slnlcture 

(ham , house, o r other building) k nown or sus1>ecced to conta in roosting ba ts'? 

No 
LG. WiJJ 1he action direct.ly or indi rectly cause consuuction of one or more new roads tha1 are 

open 101he public? 

Nole: The aaswer may be yes W'bm a publicly .Jc.U"Ssible rood l'ilber (1) isroostruaed as pan of die proposed 
auioo or (2) would oot ocmr but for dte propoSM «lioo (i.e., Ille rood construction is facilitated by ·lbe proposed 
aruoo b ill is OOI an explicit roq>Olll"lll ol lbe jX'Ojl'ct). 

No 
L 7. WiJJ 1he action include or cause a ny construction or 01her activi1y that is reasonably certain 

10 increase a verage da ily traffic on one or more existing roads? 

No1e: For federal actions, ;uw.,:er ')'es' wlll'll die roost:ntruoo or operation or !best f.«:ilitil's iseitbm (1) pan or 

!be federal auioo or (2) would oot occur but for an actioo takm by a fl'dual il#llcy (federal pennit, huxling, 
t1C.) . . 

No 
LB. WiJJ 1he action include or cause a ny construction or 01her activi1y that is reasonably certain 

10 increase the number of 1ravel lanes on an existing 1horoughfare? 

For federa l actions, answer 'yes' when 1he construction or operation o f these facilities is 

e.ither ( L) !Pan of the federal action or (2) would not OCC'Ur bu1 for an ac1ion taken by a 
federal ag-ency (federa l pennil, funding, ecc.). 

No 

DKey ¼!rsnl Pubish Dale: <WZ.ll2024 6of10 
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t9. WiJJ 1he proposed action im,'Olve the creation of a new water-borne contaminant source 
(e.g., leach.ale pond pits containing chemicals that are not NSF/ANSI 60 compliam)? 

No 
20. WiJJ the proposed action in"'Olve the creation of a new point source discharge from a 

facUity other than a waler trtatmen1 plant or stonn waler system? 

No 
21. WiJJ the proposed action in"'Olve blasting? 

No 
22. WiJJ the action involve miliury training (e.g., smoke operations, obscu.rant operations, 

exploding munitions, anille1y fire, range use, helicopter or fixed wing aircraft use)? 

No 
23. WiJJ the proposed action in"'Olve the use o f herbicide or other pesticides (e.g., fungicides, 

insecticides, or rodenticides)? 

No 
24. WiJJ the action include or cause activities th.al are reasonably cen ain 10 cause chronic 

nlglmtme nolse In suitable s Jmmer hablla1 for the northern Jong-eared bat? Chronic noise 
is noise that is continuous 01 occurs repeatedly a.gain and a.gain for a long time. 

Nott: Additional infr:l'mation defining .suilable sultlloet habitat for the 110f'!bem loi:g-mred bat can be found at: 
hnps://www.fws.gov/ml'dia/northl'ID•l0t:g-l'ill'\'d-bal•assisled-dete:nni.nation-key-seleol'd-de:finitio1~ 

No 
25. Does the action inc.Jude, or ir. ii reasonably certain to cause, the use o f an ifidaJ lighting 

within 1000 feel of suitable nonhern long--eared bat roosting habi1at? 

Nott: Additional infr:l'mation defining .suilable roosting habitat for !he oonbem Joog~arl'd bat CiU'.I be found at 
bans:ffwwb• lws rn:dmrdiafrnnhw-lm·r ·ram:J·INn·assisrsi:dereanimn inn:trnteordiff:6nitinrs 
No 

26. WiJJ the action include tree cutting or other means of knocking down or bringing down 
trees, tree topping, or tree trimming? 

No 
27. WiJJ the action result in the use o f prescribed fire? 

No 
28. WiJJ the action cause noises that are louder than ambient baseline noises within the action 

area? 

Yes 

DKey ¼!rsnl Publish Oate: <WZY.!024 7of10 



 88 
  

 



 89 
  

Plqect oode: 2024--0083812 IPaC Recordlocatoc 836--142555100 <W300024 1~:U UTC 

29. WiJJ 1he action cause noises during the active season in suitable summer habital Li.al are 
louder than anthropogenic noises 10 which the affected habitat is currently exposed? 
Answer 'no' if the noises will occur only during the inactive period. 

Nott: Joat."t:iw Seai.oo dates for areas within a spring .staging/faU swarming area can be found here: ~ 
w,,.,w n,.,-rnvtmrrta6oaoh::r:seasonffllrs:ft:'aanine,arrl·sae ior·arrM 

Nott: Additional itir:l'1oation defining .suilable summer babital for the uof'lllem loQg-tated bat can be found at: 

hnos:tWw NS eSYt'.mNJiafnonhw·lm·r ·eaD'l'l·IMl·as9sf'1Hlereanina1 im:trntroed4:6nirim's 
Yes 

DKey ¼!rsnl Publish Oat;?: <WZY.!024 8of10 
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Plqect oode: 2024..oo8384 2 IPaC Recordlocatoc 836--142555100 

PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE 
WiJJ all project activities by completed by ApriJ l, 2024? 

No 

DKey ¼!rsnl Publish Dale: <WZY.!024 
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Agency: 
Name: 
Adclress: 
City: 
Suue: 
Zip: 
EmaiJ 
Phone: 

Private Entity 
Melanie Yasbin 
600 Baltimore Ave, Suite 301 
To·A'son 
MD 
2ll04 
melanie@lgrailJaw.com 
4[02962205 

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Lead Agency: Surface T ransportation Board 

DKey 'MS:00 P Jblish Dale: <W2312024 
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500 Water Street, J801 
500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 
 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 
 
National Park Service 
Region 2 Office 
100 Alabama Street, SW 
1924 Building 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 
  This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) require 
that advance notice be given to afford your agency a reasonable opportunity to provide meaningful 
input. 
 
 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 
 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 



 95 
  

 
Enclosures (3) 
500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 
Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 
 
National Geodetic Survey 
RRAE@noaa.gov 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
Dear Madam/Sir: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 
 Please advise if there are any geodetic markers which could be affected by the proposed 
transaction.  Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or 
through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 
 
 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 

mailto:RRAE@noaa.gov
mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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Enclosures (3) 
500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 
Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
May 19, 2024 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Huntington Civil Works District 
502 Eighth St 
Huntington, WV 25701-2070 
304-399-5353 
pa2@usace.army.mil 
 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in Pike County, KY  

 
Dear To Whom It May Concern: 
 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-
mile rail line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, 
Winns Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through 
the U.S. Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 

This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(e)(9) 
(ii) require that CSXT develop responses to the following statement: 
 

 “Based on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the proposed 
action and whether any designated wetlands or 100 year flood plains will be affected.  
Describe the effects.” 

 

[ ,o~ ,s r 

•• •• 

https://usace.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7344e62432694199af7790aa47a32fdd&wmode=transparent
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 Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its 
position that there would be no adverse impact on wetlands or 100-year flood plains, and that no 
permits under Section 404 will be required.   
 
 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).  
 
 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 
map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 
 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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Enclosures (3) 
 
500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 
Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 
 
Kentucky Heritage Council 
The Barstow House 
410 High Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
Khc.section106@ky.gov 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 

In connection with rail line that is the subject of an application for authority to abandon, 
Federal Regulations at 49 CFR 1105.8(d), require that a Historic Report be submitted to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer prior to filing with the Surface Transportation Board.  In 
accordance with those Regulations, I am attaching a preliminary Combined Environmental and 
Historic Report (“CEHR”) covering the above-proposed abandonment. 
 

We would appreciate receiving a letter from your office confirming that this project will 
have no impact upon cultural resources.  Any questions can be sent electronically to 
Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

[ ,o~ ., J 
•• •• 

mailto:Khc.section106@ky.gov
mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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 Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 
map of the proposed location and the CEHR for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free 
to call or email me.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 
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500 Water Street, J801 
500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 
 
 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 
 
 
June 18, 2024 
 
Eric Allness 
State Conservationist 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
771 Corporate Dr. Suite 300 
Lexington, KY 40503 
Eric.allness@usda.gov 
 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 816X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 
Exemption—in PIke County, KY 

 
Dear Mr. Allness: 
 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 5.1-mile rail 
line that runs between milepost CML 9.0 and milepost CML 14.1, Louisville Division, Winns 
Branch-Big Sandy Subdivision, in Pike County, KY (the “Line”).  The Line runs through the U.S. 
Postal Zip Codes 41557 and 41501. 
 
 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 
“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   
 
 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(3) (ii) 
require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement: 
 
“Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed 
action on any prime agricultural land.” 
 
Please advise if any of the land contiguous to CSXT’s line in the project area is classified as prime 
agriculture land. 
 

[ ,o~ ,s r 

•• •• 

mailto:Eric.allness@usda.gov
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 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 
relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 
email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 
 

 
Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 
for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Enclosures (3) 
 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL COVER SHEET FOR 
SECTIOIII 106 SUBMISSIONS 

We want' to help you with your project as early in· the process as possible. Our reviewers: need up to 3() OOys to 
review and provide comments to you for your proposal. If you are using federal funds or permits, you definitely need 
us. Jfyou are working through thee-Clearing House (KHC does not use e-Cfearinghouse), or need environmental 
review, you'll likely need us. DON7 WAIT! Wet e here to help. Email your submissions in a single attachment to, and 
only to k'hc section106@ky gov If you have questions visit our webpage or email Nicole Konkof(@ky gov 

' ' SECTION 1: APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Project Applicant: CSX Trasnportation, Inc. 

Contact Person (name & position): Kevin Hardee, Joint Facilities 

Return Address:1500 Water Street, J801, Jacksonville, Fl 32202 

Telephone: 904-366-4457 Eanail: kevin harclee@csx.com 

Project T itle: CSX Transport.ltion. Inc. Ab.lfldonme-nt Exemption-in Pike County. KY STB Docket No. AB-55 {Sul>-NO. 816X) 

SECTION 2: AGENCY INFORMATION 

•Fundin.g/Pennitting Agency:• Sur1ace Transportation Board 

Agency Contact Person (name & position): 

Telephone: E~nail: 

SECTION 3: PROJECT LOCATION 
Street Address (or other location): Hl--~,,,,-'""'.,__....,._,"'"°"'CM.a.o•"'~c.... 1" ' · -o..--.-..-..111;151r141s.w-

City: County: Pike 

Lat (Dec/Deg): Long (Dec/Deg): 

SECTION 4: PROJECT TYPE (please check all that apply) 

Proposed Activity: D Demolition D Rehabilitation D Structural Relocation D Trails 

D New Construction D Land and/or Building Acquisition D Sewer/Water Lines D Roads/Blidges 

D Non-Construction Planning/Refinancing i.l Other (describe): 

SECTION 5: IDENTIFICATION OF KNOWN HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

OSA Preliminary Site Check#: 

Provide a detailed description of your project If necessary. include it in your pelf attachments. 

CSX Transportat ion , Inc. proposes to abandon the Line described about, remove the rails, 
crossties, and possib ly the upper layer of ballast. 

Is there anything over 50 years of age in or visible from the project location? D Yes Iii No 

SECTION 6: ATTACHMENTS -Attach All. 
All documentation should be labeled With the preject name or site address. 

D Clear, current photographs of the project site and anything over 50 years of age in or visible from it 
D Site map/plan indicating tile exact location and boundaries of tile project area. 
D Detailed clescription of the project (may irnclude plans, scope of work, and other available infonnation.) 
D Documentation of poor ground disturbance (e.g. maps, photographs, unclerground utility plans, etc.) 
□ Any known infonnalion about lhe hislory!use of the property and local significance. 
□Results of your Preliminary Records Review from tile Site Identification web portal. 

Submit all information in a single email t o khc.section106@ky.gov. Submission of in~ial Section 
106 dlocumentation to any individual reviewer will clelay distribution and review. 

KHC 106 Cover Sheet 
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EXHIBIT 3 – USGS MAPS 
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