
LAW OFFICES OF 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

LOUIS E. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301 

Lou@lgraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022 

(410)296-2250

MELANIE B. YASBIN  FAX (410) 332-0885

Melanie@lgraillaw.com 

December 3, 2024 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief of the Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings 

Surface Transportation Board 

395 E Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20423 

Re: Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Enclosed for electronic filing is a Verified Notice of Exemption for CSX Transportation, 

Inc. (“CSXT”) to abandon an approximately 2.09-mile rail line that runs between milepost QVF 

18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, 

MA (the “Line”).  The filing fee of $5,200 has been paid via pay.gov. 

Thank you for your assistance.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely yours, 

Melanie B. Yasbin 

Attorney for CSX Transportation, Inc. 
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BEFORE THE 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

___________________________ 

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X) 

 _________________________ 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 

IN NORFOLK COUNTY, MA 

__________________ 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

___________________________ 

Steven C. Armbrust, Esq. Louis E. Gitomer, Esq. 

CSX Transportation, Inc. Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 

500 Water Street  Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC 

Jacksonville, FL 32202 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 

(904) 359-1229 Towson, MD 21204 

(410) 296-2250

Lou@lgraillaw.com

Attorneys for: CSX TRANSPORTATION, 

INC. 

Dated: December 3, 2024 
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BEFORE THE 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

___________________________ 

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X) 

 _________________________ 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 

IN NORFOLK COUNTY, MA 

_________________________ 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

___________________________ 

CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT”) files this Verified Notice of Exemption pursuant to 

the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 for CSXT to abandon an approximately 2.09-mile 

rail line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”).  No local rail traffic has moved over 

the Line during the past two years. Any overhead traffic on the Line can be and has been 

rerouted.  

Based on information in the possession of CSXT, the Line does not contain federally 

granted rights-of-way.  Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available 

promptly to those requesting it. 

1. Proposed consummation date.  The proposed consummation date is January 22, 2025.

2. Certification required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b). See Exhibit A.

3. Information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1) through (4), (7), and (8), and (e)(4).

(a) General.

(1) Exact name of applicant.  CSX Transportation, Inc.
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  (2)  Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. 

Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.  CSXT is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle 

IV, Chapter 105. 

  (3)  Relief sought.  CSXT seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 

to abandon an approximately 2.09-mile rail line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and 

milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the 

“Line”). There are no stations on the Line. 

  (4)  Map.  See Exhibit B. 

  (7)  Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom 

correspondence should be sent.  Louis E. Gitomer, Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 

Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410) 296-2250, Lou@lgraillaw.com. 

  (8)  List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line proposed for 

discontinuance traverses.  The Line traverses U.S. Postal ZIP Code 02038. 

 (e)  Rural and community impact. 

  (4)  Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned are appropriate 

for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, other forms of mass 

transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation. If the applicant is 

aware of any restriction on the title to the property, including any reversionary interest, which 

would affect the transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail purposes, this shall be 

disclosed. 

CSXT believes that the property proposed for abandonment may be suitable for other 

purposes but may be subject to reversionary interests that may affect transfer of title for other 

than rail purposes. 
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4.  The level of labor protection.  The interests of any railroad employees who may be 

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor 

protective conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. –Abandonment–Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

5.  Certification.  Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 

1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11 are attached as Exhibit C. 

6.  Environmental Report. See Exhibit D. 

7.  Historic Report. See Exhibit D. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

        
 

Steven C. Armbrust, Esq.    Louis E. Gitomer, Esq. 

CSX Transportation, Inc.    Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 

500 Water Street      Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer 

Jacksonville, FL 32202    600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 

(904) 359-1229     Towson, MD 21204 

       (410) 296-2250    

       Lou@lgraillaw.com 

        

Attorneys for: CSX TRANSPORTATION,  

   INC. 

 

Dated: December 3, 2024 
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EXHIBIT A-VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION 
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

VERIFICATION AJl'\'D CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS 
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R SECTION 1152.S0<b) 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF DUVAL 

I, Trevor Knaus 

) 
) 
) 

ss. 

state that I am -~M= gr~ C~o~st~&~ C~o=n=tn=·~bt=1t=io=n~-- for 

CSX Trallsportation, Inc. ("CSXT"); that I am authorized to make this verification; and that I have 

read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate 

as stated, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

I hereby certify that no local freight tra.ffic has moved over CSXT's approximately 2.09-

mile rail line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1 , on its Northern 

Region, Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA for two years prior to the date hereof and 

that any overhead traffic can be rerouted over other lines. Further, no formal complaint filed by 

a used of rail service on the line ( or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such 

user) regarding cessation of service over the line either is pending with the Surface 

Trallsportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant 

within the two-year period. The foregoing certification is made on behalf of CSXT by the 

undersigned after due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the 

best of the knowledge, inforn1ation, and belief of the undersigned. 

12/2/2024 
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EXHIBIT B-MAP 
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EXHIBIT C-CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AND PUBLICATION 
 

 Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 (d) (1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of 

the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X) was mailed via first class mail 

on November 22, 2024, to the following parties: 

 

State Public Service Commission 

 

Department of Public Utilities Transportation Oversight Division 

One South Station 

3rd floor 

Boston, MA 02110 

   

Military Traffic Management Command 

 

Headquarters 

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 

ATTN: Transportation Engineering Agency (SDTE-SA) 

1 Soldier Way Scott AFB, IL 62225-5006 

 

usarmy.scott.sddc.mbx.tea-rnd@mail.mil 

 

National Park Service 

 

Mr. Bob Ratcliffe 

Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division 

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program National Park Service 

1849 C Street, N.W.  (Org Code 2220) 

Washington, DC  20240 

 

National Park Service 

 

 U.S. Department of Interior 

 National Park Service 

 Land Resources Division 

 1849 C Street, N.W. 

 Washington, DC  20240 

mailto:usarmy.scott.sddc.mbx.tea-rnd@mail.mil
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 

 U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 Chief of the Forest Service 

 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

 Washington, DC  20250-0003 

 

 

 
  

       __________________________ 

                  Melanie B. Yasbin 

        December 3, 2024 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 
 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. 

AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X) in the following form was advertised on November 29, 2024, in the 

MetroWest Daily News a newspaper of general circulation in Norfolk County, MA, as required 

by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(c) and .12. 

 
       ___________________   

       Melanie B. Yasbin  

       December 3, 2024 

  

 

Notice of Intent to Abandon 

CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT”) gives notice that on or about December 2, 2024, it intends 

to file with the Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption 

under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart F—Exempt Abandonments permitting the abandonment of 

approximately  2.09-mile rail line that runs milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its 

Northern Region, Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA. The proceeding will be 

docketed as No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X). 

The Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an Environmental 

Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after the filing of the notice of 

exemption. Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 15 

days after the EA becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board decision. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmental 

matters by writing to the OEA, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by 

calling that office at (202) 245-0295. 

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the Board. 

Requests for environmental conditions, public use conditions, or rail banking/trails use also can 

be filed with the Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other than 

environmental issues (such as trails use, public use, and offers of financial assistance) must be 

filed directly with the Board’s Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street, 

SW, Washington, DC 20423–0001 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(a)], and one copy must be 

served on applicant’s representative [See 49 CFR 1104.12(a)]. Questions regarding offers of 

financial assistance, public use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of Public 

Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at (202) 245-0238. Copies of any comments 

or requests for conditions should be served on the applicant's representative: Louis E. Gitomer, 

600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410)296-2250, Lou@lgraillaw.com. 

 

mailto:Lou@lgraillaw.com
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EXHIBIT D– COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC 

REPORT 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, the undersigned hereby certifies that 

a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 

817X) was mailed via first class mail and electronic mail where available on November 12, 

2024, to the following parties: 

 

Dan Wright 

State Conservationist 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

451 West St 

Amherst, MA  01002-2934 

Daniel.wright@usda.gov 

 

National Park Service 

Region 1 Office 

1234 Market Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19107 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 1 

11 Technology Drive 

North Chelmsford, MA  01863-2431 

Moraff.Ken@epa.gov 
 

 

 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services 

New England Ecological Services Field 

Office 

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 

Concord, NH 03301-5094 

newengland@fws.gov 

 

mailto:Daniel.wright@usda.gov
mailto:Moraff.Ken@epa.gov
mailto:newengland@fws.gov
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

New England District 

696 Virginia Road 

Concord, MA  01742 

cenae-pa@usace.army.mil 

 

 

National Geodetic Survey 

RRAE@noaa.gov 

 

 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection Central Regional Office 

8 New Bond Street 

Worcester, MA  01606 

Mr. Jamie Hellen 

Town Administrator 

355 East Central Street 

Franklin, MA  02038 

jhellen@franklinma.gov 

 

Norfolk County Commission 

614 High Street 

Dedham, MA  02027-0310 

info@norfolkcounty.org 

 

Norfolk County Advisory Board 

614 High Street 

Dedham, MA  02027-0310 

ncab@norfolkcounty.org 

 

 

 

 

 
       ___________________   

       Melanie B. Yasbin  

       December 3, 2024 

mailto:cenae-pa@usace.army.mil
mailto:RRAE@noaa.gov
mailto:jhellen@franklinma.gov
mailto:info@norfolkcounty.org
mailto:ncab@norfolkcounty.org
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HISTORIC REPORT CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c), the undersigned hereby certifies 

that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 

817X) was submitted via electronic mail on November 12, 2024, to the following parties: 

Mr. William Francis Galvin 

Chair Massachusetts Historical Commission 

220 Marrissey Blvd. 

Boston, MA  02125 

____________________ 

Melanie B. Yasbin 

December 3, 2024 

7}19 W/~ 
V 
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT (“CEHR”) 

(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8) 

 

Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X) 

 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.–ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION– 

IN NORFOLK COUNTY, MA 

 

Dated: December 3, 2024 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

 

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives.  Describe the proposed action, including 

commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that 

may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices.  Also 

describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.  Include a readable, detailed map and 

drawings clearly delineating the project. 

 

 CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon the approximately 2.09-mile 

rail line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038. 

 Abandonment of the Line will result in the removal of the rail and crossties, and possibly 

the upper layer of ballast. CSXT does not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade structures. 

Any trail related structures, such as bridges, trestles, culverts, and tunnels will not be salvaged.   

The only alternative to a full abandonment would be for CSXT not to abandon the Line.  

 A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

 (2) Transportation System.  Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or 

local transportation systems and patterns.  Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) 

that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action. 

 

 There is no passenger traffic on the Line to be diverted to other modes as a result of the 

proposed abandonment. There is no freight traffic on the Line to be diverted to motor carrier. 
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The proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or local highway systems 

and traffic patterns. 

 (3) Land Use.  (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies 

and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Describe any inconsistencies.  (ii) 

Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed 

action on any prime agricultural land.  (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a 

designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9.  (iv) If the 

proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for 

alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain why. 

 

 (i) CSXT considers the proposed abandonment of the Line to be consistent with existing 

land use plans. CSXT notified the Pikeville-Pike County-Elkhorn City Joint Planning 

Commission by letter dated June 18, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting comments and included a 

copy of this preliminary CEHR. A copy of this Preliminary CEHR has also been mailed to the 

appropriate local and state agencies for their information and further comment. Received 

comments will be included in the final CEHR 

 (ii)  CSXT does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that will be affected. 

CSXT notified the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the responsibilities of the Soil Conservation 

Service) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated November 12, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) 

requesting comments and included a copy of the Preliminary CEHR. No comments have been 

received to date. 

 (iii) The proposed project is not located within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Coastal Zone Management Program; therefore, consistency with the States Coastal Zone 

Management Program is not required. 

 (iv)   CSXT believes the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail banking.  

 (4) Energy.  (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy 

resources.  (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.  (iii) State 

whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency 

and explain why.  (iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of 

more than:  (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year 

for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and 

show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. 
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 (i) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the ability to transport energy 

resources. 

 (ii) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of recyclable   

commodities. 

 (iii) The proposed abandonment will not change the use of railroad transportation over 

the line as CSX doesn’t currently ship over the line. 

 (iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion of more than 1,000 rail 

carloads a year; or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the line 

segments of rail traffic to motor carriage. 

 (5) Air.  (i) If the proposed action will result in either:  (A) An increase in rail traffic of at 

least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a 

day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of 

at lease 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of 

more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road 

segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.  For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. § 

10901 (or § 10505) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned 

line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (5)(i)(A) will apply.  (ii) If the proposed 

action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an 

increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard 

activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck 

traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road 

segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters 

established by the State Implementation Plan.  However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 

§ 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously 

abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.  (iii) If transportation 

of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the 

materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed 

restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and 

spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release 

of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment. 

 

 (i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

--
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 (ii) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

 (iii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting 

materials. 

 (6) Noise.  If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, 

state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three 

decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.  If so, 

identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement 

communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these 

receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

 

 Not applicable. 

 

 (7) Safety.  (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety 

(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).  (ii) If hazardous materials are 

expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether 

chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; 

safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent 

available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 

accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.  (iii) If there 

are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials 

spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials 

involved. 

 

 (i) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental effects on public health and 

safety. There are no road crossings on the Line. 

 (ii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of hazardous materials. 

(iii) CSXT is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 

been known hazardous materials spills on the Line. 

 (8) Biological Resources.  (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened 

species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. (ii) State whether 

wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected, and describe 

any effects. 
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 (i) CSXT does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely affect 

endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. CSXT has notified the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USF&W”) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated 

November 12, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in determining whether the proposed 

abandonment will adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 

critical habitat and included a copy of this Preliminary CEHR.  

 Through use of the USF&W website https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ a letter listing threatened, 

and endangered species was generated on November 6, 2024, finding the Northern Long-eared 

Bat, Tricolored Bat, and Monarch Butterfly may be in the area but that there are no critical 

habitats within the project area under USF&W’s jurisdiction. (See Exhibit 2). Based on a review 

in IPaC a “no effect” determination was found for the Northern Long-eared Bat and Tricolored 

Bat. (See Exhibit 2) 

 (ii)  CSXT does not believe any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 

forests would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.  

 CSXT has notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter 

dated November 12, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying any potential 

effects on wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests and included a copy 

of this Preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to date. 

 (9) Water.  (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.  

Describe any inconsistencies.  (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required 

for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

affected.  Describe the effects.  (iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water 

Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. 

   

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
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 (i) CSXT is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable 

water quality standards. CSXT notified the State Environmental Protection Agency (“SEPA”), 

and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”) by letters dated November 

12, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying any potential effects on water 

quality standards and included a copy of the Preliminary CEHR.  

 (ii) CSXT believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are required 

for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

affected by the proposed abandonment. Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of 

material will be accomplished by use of the right-of-way for access. No new access roads are 

contemplated. CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbed or perform any 

activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil and does not anticipate any 

dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. CSXT will transport crossties and/or 

other debris away from the Line and will not discard them along the right-of-way or place or 

leave them in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. Also, during track 

removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, 

lubricants or any other pollutant materials from entering any waterways.  Based upon this course 

of action, CSXT does not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be 

required. 

 CSXT notified the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated November 12, 2024 

(See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying whether permits under section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act are required for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 

100-year flood plains will be affected by the proposed abandonment and included a copy of the 

Preliminary CEHR. No comments have been received to date. 
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 (iii) CSXT believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be 

required for the abandonment. CSXT notified the SEPA and the USEPA by letter dated 

November 12, 2024 (See Exhibit 2) requesting assistance in identifying whether permit under 

section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be required for the abandonment and included a copy 

of the Preliminary CEHR. By email received on November 19, 2024, the USEPA does not 

believe that any permit is required.  (See Exhibit 2). 

 (10) Proposed Mitigation.  Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse 

environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

 

 CSXT does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed 

abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. CSXT will, of course, 

adhere to any remedial actions required by the Board. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

 1.  A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed 

to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the 

location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad 

structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action; 

 

 U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the State Department of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation (See Exhibit 3) along with this preliminary CEHR. 

 2.  A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent 

known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area; 

 

 The Line begins south of Union Street and continues in a southwestern direction passing 

under The Blue Star Memorial Highway and ending at just north of Grove Street.  

 

 3.  Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 

structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area; 

 

 There are no railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older. 

 

 4.  The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major 

alterations, to the extent such information is known; 

 

 There are no railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older. 

 

 5.  A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what, 

if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action; 

 

 This Franklin, MA to Blackstone, MA branch line was originally built in 1849 and 

switched ownership several times before becoming part of the New York, New Haven and 

Hartford Railroad (“NY,NH&H”)in 1898. The railroad profited from passenger rail service 

between New York and Massachusetts until the late 1930’s when passengers began switching 

over to motor vehicles. Despite the loss of passenger revenue, the railroad continued to provide 

rail service to the farming, manufacturing, and other industries in the Northeast. By the 1960’s 
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the branch line was used primarily for over-dimensional shipments. In 1968 a flood washed 

away the critical Blackstone, MA bridge and drove the New York, New Haven and Hartford 

Railroad into bankruptcy. The Penn Central Railroad (“Penn Central”) took over the railroad’s 

assets and chose to abandon the track between Franklin, MA and Thompson, CT (ICC Docket 

No. 25390) rather than spending $265,000 to replace the Blackstone, MA bridge. The Penn 

Central chose to continue operating the 2.09-mile portion of the line north of Grove Street (the 

Line CSXT is seeking to abandon). By 1970 the Penn Central filed for bankruptcy and their 

remaining assets became part of Conrail in 1976 and part of CSX in 1999. The last remaining rail 

customers near Grove Street in Franklin, MA ceased operations in the early 2000’s. The property 

south of the Line is part of a 22-mile multi-use trail. 

 

 7.  An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to 

whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other 

previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions 

(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies 

or universities); 

 

 It is CSXT’s opinion that there are no archeological resources or other railroad related 

historic properties in the project area. 

 8.  A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of 

any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally 

occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as 

swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain. 

 

 Based on a review of its records, CSXT believes that there are no known subsurface 

ground disturbances or fill, or environmental conditions that might affect the archeological 

recovery of any potential resources. The Line was disturbed during construction by cuts and fill 

and any archeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would 
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have been affected at that time versus during the proposed salvage operations associated with rail 

removal. 

 9.  Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 

may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned 

properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs 

of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public 

rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered 

archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native 

American). 

 

 CSXT does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be 

supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously 

submitted. But, if any additional information is requested, CSXT will promptly supply the 

necessary information. 

 CSXT notified the Massachusetts Historical Commission on November 12, 2024 (See 

Exhibit 2) requesting assistance to determine whether there are any archeological resources or 

any other previously unknown historic properties and included a copy of the Preliminary CEHR. 

No comments have been received to date.
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                               EXHIBIT 1 – MAP 
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EXHIBIT 2 – LETTERS (WITHOUT MAPS) 
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

Mr. Jamie Hellen 

Town Administrator 

355 East Central Street 

Franklin, MA  02038 

jhellen@franklinma.gov 

 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

Dear Administrator Hellen: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

  This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R. 

1105.6(b)(2).  A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must 

be: 

 

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 

review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state 

whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Please 

describe any inconsistencies.” 

 

[ "o~ ,s r 

•• •• 

mailto:jhellen@franklinma.gov
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 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current 

and future land use.  Please respond by email to Kevin_Hardee@csx.com or by mail to the above 

address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your 

comments in its Final CEHR.   

 

 

 Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on 

the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@csx.com
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

Norfolk County Commission 

614 High Street 

Dedham, MA  02027-0310 

info@norfolkcounty.org 

 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

  This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R. 

1105.6(b)(2).  A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must 

be: 

 

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 

review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state 

whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Please 

describe any inconsistencies.” 

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current 

and future land use.  Please respond by email to Kevin_Hardee@csx.com or by mail to the above 

[.o~ .. r 
•• •• 

mailto:info@norfolkcounty.org
mailto:Kevin_Hardee@csx.com
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address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your 

comments in its Final CEHR.   

 

 

 Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on 

the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

Norfolk County Advisory Board 

614 High Street 

Dedham, MA  02027-0310 

ncab@norfolkcounty.org 

 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

  This action requires Board environmental and historic review under 49 C.F.R. 

1105.6(b)(2).  A portion of CSXT’s Combined Environmental and Historic Report (CEHR) must 

be: 

 

“Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 

review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state 

whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.  Please 

describe any inconsistencies.” 

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Enclosed is CSXT’s Preliminary CEHR with CSXT’s analysis of current 

and future land use.  Please respond by email to Kevin_Hardee@csx.com or by mail to the above 

[.o~ .. r 
•• •• 

mailto:ncab@norfolkcounty.org
mailto:Kevin_Hardee@csx.com
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address, within 20 days of the date of this letter so that CSXT can include and analyze your 

comments in its Final CEHR.   

 

 

 Also enclosed is the distribution list of all parties who have been requested to comment on 

the CEHR. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 



 36 
  

 

 

500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  

Central Regional Office 

8 New Bond Street 

Worcester, MA  01606 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.   

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (e)(9) (i) 

and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements: 

 

 

(i) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 

standards.  Describe any inconsistencies.” 

 

(iii) “State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C. 

1342 are required for the proposed action.” 

 

 

[ ,.~ ,, J 
•• •• 
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 There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area.  The removal of 

CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with 

existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated.  CSXT does not 

intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in 

the removal of the track material.  The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from 

the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or 

wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways.  During track removal, appropriate measures will 

be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials 

from entering any watercourses.  

 

  Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your 

concurrence with its position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State 

and local water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this time. 

As further information, CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land 

use in relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to 

Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).     

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 1 

11 Technology Drive 

North Chelmsford, MA  01863-2431 

Moraff.Ken@epa.gov 
 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (e)(9) (i) 

and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements: 

 

 

(i) “Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 

standards.  Describe any inconsistencies.” 

 

(iii) “State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C. 

1342 are required for the proposed action.” 

mailto:Moraff.Ken@epa.gov
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 There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area.  The removal of 

CSXT’s rail material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with 

existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated.  CSXT does not 

intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in 

the removal of the track material.  The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from 

the rail line and will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or 

wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways.  During track removal, appropriate measures will 

be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials 

from entering any watercourses.  

 

  Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your 

concurrence with its position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State 

and local water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this time. 

As further information, CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land 

use in relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to 

Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).     

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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"Based on consultation wit h State Water quality officials, state whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies." 

"State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S.C. 1342 ore required for the proposed action." 

As to the second question, the most likely permit for this type of work would be a construction general permit for stormwater discharges. Based on the letter's description of the project, it does not appear that such a permit is needed in ti 

case. 

As to the first question, we suggest it would be appropriate for you to contact state water quality officials at the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. 

Hope this is helpful. 

Ken Moraff 

Director, Water Division 

EPA Region 1 
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services 

New England Ecological Services Field Office 

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 

Concord, NH 03301-5094 

newengland@fws.gov 

 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

  The action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 

C.F.R. 1105.7 (8) (i) and (ii) requires that CSXT develop responses to the following statements: 

  

(i) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether the proposed 

action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 

critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 

 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be 

affected, and describe any effects. 

 

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its position 

that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened species, 

critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests.   

 

mailto:newengland@fws.gov
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 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

New England EooJogical Services rleld Offke 
70 Colmll!rcial SttM, Sui1e D> 

On:on\ NH 03301-5004 
Pl.-. (603) 223-2541 Fax: (603) :m-010< 

In Reply Reier To: ~l/06/2024 17:27:17 lITC 
Project Code: 2025-0015788 
Project Name: CSXT-Abandonment Exemption-in Norfolk County, MA 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 
location or may be affected by your proposed project 

To Whom h May Concern: 

Updated 411212023 - Please review this leuer each time you request an O(fi.cial Species List, we 
will con(inue to upda(e ir with additional information and links to websites may change. 

About Official 5Pt£irs I isrs 

The purpose o f the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which 1bey depend may be conserved. Federal and non-Federal project 
proponents have responsibilities under the Act to consider effects on listed species. 

The enclosed species }jst identifies threatened, endangered, proposed, and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of yow 
proposed project and/or may be affected by yow proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements o f the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) o f the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) o f 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et Se((.). 

New infonnation based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please note that under 
SO CFR 402.12(e) o f the regu]ations implementing section 7 of the Act, the accuracy of this 
species list shouJd be verified after 90 days. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the lPaC website at reguJar intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and infonnation. An updated }jst may be requested 
by retumin.g to an existing project's page in lPaC. 

Endangered Species Act Project Review 

Please visit the'"New England Field Office Endan:e.red Species Project Review and 
Consultation,. website for step•by-step instructions on bow 10 consider effects on listed 
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Project code: 202>0015788 ll/0612024 17:27:17 UTC 

species and prepare and submit a project review package if necessary: 

https:l/wv.l'\\•.h...,s.gov/office/new-england-ecological-se1v ices/endangered-spec.ies-project-review 

• NOTE* Please W2Jli2L use the Consultation Package Builder tool in lPaC except in specific 
situations foUowing coordination with our o ffice. Please fol low the project review guidance on 
our website inslead and reference your Pr oject Cod e in all correspondence. 

Northern Long-ean:d Bat - (Updated 4/ 12/2023) The Se1vice published a final rule to 
reclassify the northern long-eared bat (NLEB) as endangered on November 30, 2022. The final 
ruJe went into effect on March 31, 2023. You may utilize the Northern Lo ng-cared Ha t 
Rangcwid c Deter minat ion Key available in IPaC. More infom1ation aboul this Detem1inalion 
Key and the Interim ConsuJtation Framework are available on the northern long-eared bat 
species page: 

hL1ps://w,...rw.h.'1s.gov/species/nonhem-long-eared-bat-myoLis-septemrionalis 

For projects that previously utilized the 4(d) Determinalion Key, the change in the spec.ies' s tatus 
may trigger the need to re-initiate consultation for any actions tha1 are not completed and for 
which the Federal action agency retains discretion once the new listing delermination becomes 
e ffective. If your project was not completed by March 31, 2023, and may result in incidental 
take of NLEB, please reach out to our office al nr.wengland@h.o/s.gov to see if reinitiation is 
necessary. 

Additional Info Abouc Section 7 of che Act 
Under section 7(a)(2) of the Ac1 and its implementing regulations (SO CFR 402 et seq.), Federal 
agencies a re required to determine whether projects may affect threalened and endangered 
species and/or designared critical habitat If a Federal agency, or i1s non-Federal 
representative, detem1ines that Hsred species and/or designared critical habi1at may be affected by 
the proposed project, the agency is required 10 consult with the Service pursuan1 10 SO CFR 402. 
In addition, the Federal agency also may need 10 consider proposed species and proposed critical 
habita1 in the consuhation. SO CFR 402.14(c)(l) specifies the in fom,ation required for 
consultalion under the Act regardless o f the formal of the evaluation. More infom1ation on the 
reguJations and procedures for section 7 consultalion, including the role of permit or license 
applicants, can be found in the "Endangered Species Consultation Handbook" at: 

Jmps·/Jwww fws.govJse1vice/see1ion-Z-ronsul1a1 ions 

In addition to consuhalion requirements under Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA, please note that under 
sections 7(a)(l) of the Ac1 and i1s implementing regulations (SO CFR 402 et seq.), Federal 
agencies a re required to uLilize the ir authorities to carry oul programs for the conservation of 
threalened and endangered species. Please contact NEFO if you would Like more informalion. 

Candida te species that appear on the enclosed spec.ies Hsi have no a1rren1 pro1ections under the 
ESA. The species' ocrurrence on an official species Hsr does not convey a requirement to 

2of7 
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consider impacts to th is species as you wou]d a proposed, threa1ened, or endangered species. The 
ESA does not provide for interagency consuhat.ions on candida1e species unde r section 7, 
however, the Se1vice recommends tha1 all projec1 proponents incorporale measures inlo projects 
to benefit candida1e species and their habita1s wherever possible. 

Migr atory Birds 

In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species under the Endangered 
Species Ac1 (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the Migratory Bird Treary Ac1 
(MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Prolection Ac1 (BG EPA) 10 pro1ect nalive birds from 
projec1-rela1ed impacts. Any activiry, inrentional or unintent.ional, result.ing in take o f migra1ory 
birds, including eagles, is prohibi1ed unless otherwise permilled by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (50 C.F. R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more information regarding these 
Acts see: 

https://wv.rw.fws.gov/program/migralmy -bird-permil 

ht1ps://wv.rw.fws.gov/libra1y /collectfons.lba ld-and-golden-eagle-managemenL 

Please fee.I free to contac1 us at ncwcn gland@fws.gov with your Project C od e in the subject 
Line if you need more informalion or assistance regarding the potenlia l impacts to federally 
proposed, lis1ed, and candidate species and federally designa1ed and proposed crilical habitat 

A11achment(s): Official Species List 

A11achment(s): 

• Official Species List 

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST 
This lis1 is provided pursuant 10 Seclion 7 o[ the Endangered Species Act, and ful6lls the 
requirement for Federal agencies 10 "reques1 of the Secretary of the lmerior in formation whet.her 
any species wruch is Hs1ed or proposed to be Hs1ed may be presenr in the a rea o f a proposed 
action". 

This species lis1 is provided by: 

New England Ecological Services Field Oflice 
70 Commercial Srreet, Suire 300 
Concord, NH 03301-5094 
(603) 223-2541 
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Pro;ect code: 2025-0015788 11J06l202d 17:27:17 UTC 

PROJECT SUMMARY 
Project Code: 
Project Name: 
Project Type: 
Project Description: 

Project Location: 

2025-0015788 
CSXT-Abandonment Exemption-in Norfolk County, MA 
Abandonment o f Rail Line 
CSX Transponation, Inc., proposes to abandon the approximately 2.09-
mile rail line that runs between milepost QVl' 18.01 and mikpo'1 QVF 
20.l, on its Northern Region, Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, 
MA 

The approximate location o f the project can be viewed in Google Maps: httpsJ/ 
www.google oomimap:;/ta142 0ZQJ643'i -7J 416126492928214, 

Counties: Norfolk County, Massachuseus 
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Project code: 2025-0015788 ll/0612024 17:27:17 UTC 

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES 
There is a 1otal of 3 threatened, enda ngered, or candidate species on this species List. 

Species on this Hsi shouJd be considered in an effec1s anaJysis for your project and could indude 
species that ex.isl in another geographic a rea. For example, ce11ain fish may a ppear on the species 
List because a projec1 could a ffec1 do¼'llstream species. 

IPaC does no1 display lis led species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheriesl , as USFWS does not have the a uthority 10 speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Depa1t ment of Commerce. 

See the "Critical habi1ats" sect.ion be.low for those critica l habita1s tha1 lie who lly or pan ia lly 
within your projec1 area unde r this office's jurisdiction. Please contac1 the designa1ed F\\IS o ffice 
if you have ques tions. 

1. NOAA Fisheries, a lso known as the NationaJ Marine Fisheries Se1vice (NMFS), is an 
office o f the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Departmenl of 
Commerce. 

Sof7 
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Project code : 2025-0015788 

MAMMALS 
NAME 

Northern Long-eared Bal Myo6s septentrionalis 
No critical habit.at bas been designated for Lbis species. 

Species profile: bnosttN:os.,b;s cov/em/:meries/90-JS 

Tricolored Bal Perimyods subf1avus 
No critical habit.at bas been designated for Lbis species. 

Species profile: h11DS1tN:O$ bfS vov/em/:meries/JOSI 5 

INSECTS 
NAME 

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippt1s 
No critical habit.at bas been designated for Lbis species. 

Species profile: h11ps·l/eros- fws eov/ern'soeries'9743 

CRITICAL HABITATS 

ll/0612024 17:27:17 UTC 

STATUS 

Endangered 

Proposed 
Endangered 

STATUS 

Candidate 

THERE ARE NOCRJTICALHABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFlCE'S 
JURISDICCTON. 

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES. 

6of7 
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Pro,ect code: 2025-0015788 

IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Agency: 
Name: 
Address: 
Address Line 2: 
C ity: 
Stare: 
Zip: 
EmaU 
Phone: 

Private Entity 
Melanie Yasbin 
600 Baltimore Ave 
Suire 301 
Tov.,son 
MD 
2U04 
melanie@lgraUlaw.com 
4102962250 

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Lead Agency: Surface Transpoit ation Board 

ll/06/2024 17:27:17 UTC 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

New England Ecologic.al Services Field Offic.'e 
70 Commercial Street. Suite 300 

Oinconl. NH 03301-5094 
Phone: (f.03) 223-2541 Fa.<: (f,03) 221-0104 

In Reply Refer To: ll/07/202414:51:50 UTC 
Project code: 2025-0015788 
Project Name: CSXT-Abandonment Exemption-in Norfolk County, MA 

Federal Nexus: yes 
Federal Action Agency (if applicable): Surface Transportation Board 

Subject: Recurd of project representative's no effect determination for 'CSXT-Abandonmem 
Exemption-in Norfolk County, MA' 

Dear Melanie Yasbin: 

This letter records your determination using the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(lPaC) system provided 10 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on November 07, 2024, 
for 'CSXT-Abandonmenl Exemption-in Norfolk County, MA' (here forward, Project). This 
project has been as.signed Project Code 2025--0015788 and all future correspondence should 
clearly reference this number. Please carefully review this letter. 

Ensuring Accurate Determinations When Using IPaC 

The Service developed the JPaC system and associated species' determination keys in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
se<J.) and based on a standing analysis. All information submitted by the Project proponent into 
TPaC must accurately represent the full scope and details of the Project. 

Failure to accurately represent or implement the Project as detailed in IPaC or the Northern 
Long-eared Bat and Tricolored Bat Range-wide Detennination Key (Okey), invalidates this 
letter. Answers to certain questions in the DKey commit the project proponent to 
implementation of conservation measures that must be followed for the ESA determination to 
remain valid. 

Based on your answers and the assistance of the Service's Car ibbean DKey, you determined the 
proposed Action will have "No Effect" on the following species: 

Detennination for the Northern Long-Eared Bat and/or Tr icolored Bat 

Based upon your IPaC submission and a standing analysis, your project has reached the 
following effect determinations: 
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PW!jl!CI code-: 2025-0015788 IPaC Reoonf Localor 55&-152319267 

Species 
Nonhern Loog~ared Bai (Myods sepienrriooo/is) 
Tricolored Bai (Perimyods subflovus) 

Llstlng Stant.'> 
Endangered 
Proposed 
Endangered 

UI07/2024 1A 5L50 UTC 

Ot1ermlnatlon 
No etrea 
No etrea 

Fede-rat agendes musi consult with U.S. Fish and Wl!dllre Service under secdoo 7(a)(2) of the 
Endangered SpedesAc1 (ESA) when an acdon moyaffttt a llsied species. Tricolored bat Is 
proposed fot Usdng as endangered under the ESA. bu1 nOl ye1 llsled. For aalons tha1 may affea a 
proposed species. ageocles ca.noo1 consuJ1. bu11hey can co,1/er under the authority of secdoo ?(a) 
(4) or the ESA. Such conferences can follow the proc«lures for a consultalloo and be adopted a.'> 
such If and whe.n the proposed species Is listed. Should the u1co1oted ba1 be listed. ageocles mus1 
review projeas thai are 001 yei complete, ot projeas with ongoing effecis w11hl:n the lrlco1ored 
ba1 range 1hat previously received a NE or NLAA deiennlnatlon from the key 10 confirm thai the 
de1ermlnadoo Is siUI accurate. 

To make a oo effec1 deiennlnatlon. the full scope of 1he proposed projec1 fmplementatioo (ac1loo) 
should no, have any effeas (either positive ot negallve), to a rederaUy 1Js1ed species ot 
designated critical hablta1. Effecis of the action are all coosequences to 1Js1ed species ot crldc.al 
habltal tha1 are caused by the proposed acdoo, tnd udlng the consequences of other acdvttles tha1 
are c.aused by the proposed aaion. A consequence ts caused by the proposed action If t1 would 
001 occur bUI fot 1he proposed action and l1 Is rea.'tooably cenaln 10 occur. Effeas of the aclloo 
may occur later tn dme and may Include consequences occurTlng ouislde the immediate area 
Involved in the action. (See § 402. 17). 

Under Section 1 of the ESA. If a federal aalon agency makes a no effea determination. oo 
consultation with the Service Is required (ESA §7). If a proposed Federal action may affea a 
1Js1ed species ot destgnaied crhlcaJ habital. fotmal consuhatlon Is required excep1 whe.n the 
Service concurs, tn wrhlng. thai a proposed action " ls nOl likely 10 adversely affect• llsled species 
or deslgnaied critical habttat [SO CTR §402.02. SO CFR§402. ll ). 

Other Species and Crl tlcaJ Habha1 tha t May be Present In the Acdon Atta 

1be rPaC-a.islsied de1ermlnadoo key for the oonhern long-eared bal and u1co1ored ba1 does no, 
apply to the following ESA-pnxec1ed species aoolot crltlcaJ habl1a1 tha1 also may occur In your 
Aalon area: 

• Monarch Buaerlly Danous plexippus Caodida1e 

You may coordlna1e with our Office 10 deiennlne whether ,he Aalon may affec1 the anJmaJ 
species LI.sled above and. If so. how they may be affecied. 

Next S1eps 

If there are no updaies on listed species, no funher consultallon/coordlnatlon for this project Is 
required with respect 10 the species covered by this key. However, the Service recommends thal 
pro}ea propone.ms re.evalua1e the Projec1 In rPaC If: 1) ,he scope. 11.mtng. durallon. or loca11on 
or ,he PtoJea changes (lnd udes any proJec1 changes or amendments): 2) new lnfotmalloo reveals 

DKeyVCl'SIOn ~sh Dllllt . 10a9/2024 20112 
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PWljecl code: 202S-0015788 IPaC Reoold Loc:ilor !,5~1523192&7 U/07/2024 1A 5L50 UTC 

the Projec1 may impaa (posldvely or negadvely) federally lls1ed species or designated crldcal 
hablta1: or 3) a new species ls lls1ed, or crldcal habhai designated. If any of the abo\·e conditions 
occurs. addltlonal coordination with the Service should tal:e p1ace to ensure compliance with the 
Aa. 

If you have any questions regarding this Lener or need funher a."slslance. please com.aci the New 
England EcologlcaJ Services Field Office and reference Project Code 202s.-0015788 as&Xia1ed 
wlth this Project. 

DKey VCtSIOn ~sh CJMt· 10!'29'2024 30112 
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Pl'Ol«l code'. M3001578S P.C Recolll toc:110.- 5S!r 1S2319:.>fl7 UJOT/~2.4 1-4:!il.: . .50 l/TC 

Act.Ion Description 
You provided to lP.iC the following name .ind descrlpdon for the subjec:1 Acdon. 

L Name 

CSXT-Abandonmem Exemption-In Norfolk County. MA 

2. Oescrlpdo.n 

lbe foll owing descrtpdon Wai provided for 1he projec:1 'CSXT-Abandonment Exemptloo-1.n 
Norfolk C'..oumy, MN: 

CSX Transportation. Inc .. proposes 10 .ibandon lhe approximaiely 2.09-mlle rail 
Une that runs between mllepos1 QVF 18.01 and mUepo:51 QVF 20.1. on Its 
Nonbem Reg.loo. Franklin SubdMslon ln Norfolk Couruy. MA 

The .ippmxlmate Joonlon of 1.he pto)ect can be Yif\O,"t'CJ In Google Maps! tu,wgL 
»•ww,ggog)e,cgm(maps/@42,070l643S.·Zl,416126:1929282,L4Z 

111 1• H 

• 

.tol 12 



 54 
   

PrDfl!CI c:ode: :::D.2!i,()(JlS7'S8 Fae Reccrd I.cal tor !i!i5 l5Z3192fi7 llf01/2024 l'-:Sl:!ll lllC 

D1ETERMIN.ATION KEY RESULT 
Bas.eel on cbe, lnformil' oo you provided, you have decermlned cbru die 1Propo5ed Aal on wlH have, 
no e,ffecc oo lhe spec l!'S cove.roo by d!J5 decemuoauoo Ikey. Therefore.. oo m:Il'i,Ul1auoo wltll the 
U.S. Fish aod WlldUfe, Service pursuaoc io Sect Lon 7(a)(l) o f mhe Endangered Spec I.es Aa: of 
1973 (87 Stat~ 884, as amended 16 • .S.C. 15-31 .er 5eiJ..) Ls requl red ro, chose, spi!Oles. 

1QUAUFICAT10N INTERVIEW 
1. Does lhe proposed prai ea: Include,, or is h n!'aSOl\abl}• i:ienaln to cause. fmendooal cake or 

IUscedi bars or any ome,r Usrecl spedl!'S.? 

~ Dir:! lrnratooil1 1-.:lb- ls dtftlll:'d ~ Cit~ U1J11 11, 1hc lnn:'.ndnll rnl:1!1 ol ;i, pmjl'CL 1111~1111.aml Cilki:- cooJd rclr_r ro 

=h. dlmtt speDl.5 IIUllilgmnmi:,, si:r.-i:i-ys, .m'or Kudll'S dm nd:u IDrnJ.k:llul. biarulli-is,•mmunn::rm;s, 

bia~mt. ax!ratoo,, orc;ipn!dng ol m:,, ~viii~ of~ ~rail)• lwr_d 1hm:r1l'2INII, l'JKUngr_redl or p~ 

spcll'S? 

No 
l . ls 1he acdon are-a wfloll}1 wldtlo Zone l of the, year-round acdve area for nonhem loog­

earl!'d bru aodlor u l4Jofo:red bat? 

Jutll!ln;ul~ty ;um.-um 

No 
1. 'Dol!'S lhe acnoo area lruer.;ea. Zooe, 1 of 1h.e ; •e,ar-:raund acmtve area for no11hem loog-earl!'d 

bat aodlor ulm1med bru? 
,i. i:.m.ulQ!ly ;um,,-um 

No 
4. Dol!'S any cornpooe,m of die acclon lovot've leas og,. ,coJlS.l!ructlon or opl!'l'aE1on of wind 

wJiblnes? Answer),'es' If the aodvfdes oonsldered are, cortduccea \\1Ltll the lmendoo of 
gatbl!flng survey loformadoo co inform the leasmg, cons1rucclon, or operauoo of \\fad 
wJiblnes. 

~ lllr:! F0T Ct&-nl ~alons, ;11151,,,~ ' )'H'" f im ra51J11Ctkm ~ Dpi'r.id.cm af wind JK)Wl'J' (acilld~ Is. ehhcr j C) pan 
o:f ih-- ffik,r,il ;iruon ,or f.!) i. 001 occur bu1 for ;3 fflk,ral ;igmcy .lrCllciiD •ft&r.i~ pmntc, Cundtng. l!II:.~ 

No 
5. ls 1he proposed ac1lon authomed, pecmlnred, Lli:Je,nsed, funded, or being carried 0011 by a 

·rederaU agency In whole or Ln part? 

l'es 

6. ls 1he FecleiraJ Highway AdrmnlsErarlon (!?HWA}. federal R..=!Hroad Adrmnktra1 on (Fru\). 
or 'f;ederal TI-ans:ac Admlnls1radoo (ITA) ilitmdlng or aucbo . z.lng lllhe proposed afldoo, in 
w hole or In part? 

No 

OKl!'f'Yel'SIOn Put:ii~ IJi!z llk'Z'!:v.?024 5al 12 
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PwofeCI OCKle-: 2025-0015788 IP:iC Record l.oc:llor: !,!,5"152319267 U/07/2024 1A SL~ UTC 

7. Are you an employee of the (ederal action agency or ha\'e you been off1clally designated to 
writing by the agency ai lts designated non-rederal representative for the purposes or 
Endangered Spedes Ace Section 7 Informal consultation per SO CTR § 402.08? 

Noc,c: This key mil)' bl-uwd fot ftdml .ialoos 11nd fot noo-fffltt.11 --~ 111 full~ll! .wcllofl 7 c005Ulur.kln illlli 
tQ hdp dtll!rml~ wb(,11!« 11n 111(.klNIUI ukc ptffllll ~ bl-~ . !eip«lll,-dy. n.ts qm!c!illOO 1$ for lllfflnn;allcwl 

~ftnly. 

No 
8. ls lhe lead federaJ aaion agency lhe Envtronmemal Pro1ecdon Agency (EPA) or Federal 

Communications Commls.•don (FCC)? ls the EnvltonmemaJ Proteclion Agency (EPA) or 
Federal Communkatlons Commission (FCC) funding or a uthorizing the proposed action, 
In whole or In pan? 

No 
9. ls lhe lead federaJ aaion agency lhe FederaJ Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)? 

No 
10. [Semantic) Is the aaion area located w11htn 0.5 mlles of a known bat hlbemaculum? 

Noc,c: h m,p q~lkd iilr , his q~lofl a1n1.ilru. ptoprltwy lnfomi.lllofl .ind QMOl bl-dlspb)"'fd. If )'QU OONi 

.iddllklM: lnfOfflllllloo. ,.._ a1n1.ia ) 'OU S... wlldllf~ .-,cy. 

;\ltltlllliltlully ~ 

No 
I l. Does the aaion area contain any winter roosrs or caves (or assodated sinkholes, fissures. 

or other karst reanues). mtnes, rod:y outcropping,,;. or tunnels lha1 could provide habitat 
for hlbemadng bats? 

No 
12. Does the aaion area contain (I) talus or (2) anthropogenk or naturally formed rock 

shelters or crevices ln rocky outa ops. rock faces or cliffs? 

No 
13. Will the acr.ion c.ause etreas to a bridge? 

Noc,c: C"'..O'li'ffl'd ~ ihould be ~ u bt1dges In 111b q;iHlkln. 

No 
14. WIU the action result ln effects lO a culven or runnel a1 any lime of year? 

No 

DKey VCtSIOn ~sh CJMt· 10!'29'2024 60112 
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Pm!CCI cod~ 20Z!i-001578B Pac ffeo:1111 l.oclmll-!.!,!, l!u'3Ul!2117 llm1202.t lA:51-~ U'TC 

LS. Are trees present wirhl.n 1000 reei of the action area? 

Noc,c: tf thfn ,.,., in-ts 1'i11tdn 11le ;,clloo ,1mi 1bM ,in-of .1,mfflcku "• to be pmcnll.1! roai,;u far b;w; .1nswr.f 

~vc-r. I! unsutl'.;idd!llc)Q;al 1m-m dl!flnlng ~!WIiie .f11111nwr bffllg, few 1hn10nbtm kmg•.1ffd ti. .and 
Wokll'l'd b.:11 Ufl bf-fflllnd In AWffldill A nl Ult usi:ws· 1Ung,M,1dt lndUN e..1 .lnd ~II klllg-¥.lrtd bM 

Sun..y C11ldcl!~ 11: brms:l!'lot'.ww bes S''.lWWo1!a'raOSC·wl!b:·t xl!Pta:hlH7:c:l·OOOlll'm· "ws·Na::4:bi1:SIZ'i!!lr'· 

s:;:Jldd!ncs 

Yes 

16. Does the aalon Include the lmemlon.-.1 exclusion of bats from a bu.Od~ng or SO\lcrute? 

iNoct: t xdmloo 1$ cOOOlll'.ltd tn dmy b.lei · cmry or n'il'mty lnlO .i b11t.kilng. To Ile Hf~~ .wl 10 ilYnld b.Jm)lng 

bm. ll .i.lwluld Ile dmw-xcutdlng U) csi;t.:lldlcd 51,irdi~. Jf )'CU .xtai lndui:iiH; b.11 11.U'lai.kin and )UI .W 

- ,..tittt:ie, flotfwm loog-1'\lttd t,oo; (lruknli:lffll b.¥A •"JIR!WG...l11$W«~vf.'1.. ~ "-"'t"Nn- tf d:wtf'.1Re no 

$lp (If b.:11 - Ill lb, lklllding{MNC!:110'. If~. <0$1(1 )'Clllt klt".ll Ecokigiul Stmcts FMd Offlcf' fO hdp 

.l5"'U whtltltt 1111n:htm long-Nftd b.lei cw 1tkokllf!d bMi mil)' he-~ Oan1¥1 " ~ t Wildltlt Coolml: 
~mn, (N'WCO) fot help In bnw 10 ll!uwdt b.ali m:wl\ ,l $1NCIUtl' $,l(dy wUhca Qldlng hilffll Ill !ho b.n (IO 

fim .l NWCO ctnifW In b.tl 51.11ld;:wds,, Jtilreh Ille lm.trnn -.Ing !ht $Nf'Cb fffl'fl --N".:11100,ll ·,•/Udllff' ('..omol 

~mna ~lot! b:i!i'.·). Also - lht Whllt-.N'OSI! Syndttl111111 R~~ 'rt11m·i ~ fl)f b.11. <tlllltnl lift 

•== 
No 

l7. Does the acdon Invoke removal. modiflcatlon. or m.almenance of a human-made sll\lcnue 
(barn. house. or or.her building) known or suspected to con1aln l'OOSling bats? 

No 

l8. Will the ac1ion cause coos1rucdon of one or more new roads open to the publk? 

For federal actions. answer 'yes' when the c:onstruedon or operadon of these facilhles Is 
either ( 1) pan of the federal acl.loo or (2) wouJd OOI occur bu.1 for an action taken by a 
federal agency (federal permit. funding. e1c). 

No 

19. \'/Ill 1he action tndude or cause any consm1cdon or other activity tba1 Is reasonably cen.aln 
10 locrease average daily traffic permane:mJ_y or 1empornr1Jyon one or more exlsttng roadc;? 

Noctc: for ff'dtnt ;ialcns. ;ins,..'ff ')'ff' lo'hr:n !hf> coosmialon 11t 11ptr.11lnn of ii-fadlllll.!$ k ci1hl!s ( 1) p.1n ol 

thfl &dmt ;ialoo llf (l) wn11ld ,,.._ ocns lkl1 for an. Xdtln 1/lbn by ;i ffflinl '9'f!CY ( ftdtf.lll pnmll. flllllllils, 
('(t..). • 

No 

DKey 'lel'SICl!I PU:IIISl'I Dae. 10t2'9,'?0.?4 7o! U 
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20. Wlll m_e act Lon indud_e or callSe any cooscrucdoo OT odler aotiiviry tbm Is re.1Sn□abJy oenal n 
m lncrease tbl!' number of travel lanes oo an e:d stlng tho:rougbfare? 

For fedl!l"al acoons, answer 'yes' when dl_e oo:n:s..m1euon or apNi!llan of mese facilldes ls 
el ther (1) pan of thl!' federal acdoo nr (2) would 001 OCOUT bm for an action taken b,y a 
fed_eral agency (fedl!l"al pe.cmlt. fundlng. etc.). 

No 
21. \WI m_e pro,pos,ed Acdoo 1ln.volve ml!' creation of a n_ew \'i'atN-bom_e roncamlnam sooK,I!' 

(l!'.g .• leachate ~nd, p.lrts cofllaln ng cbl!I"□ cals tha1 are nm NSlf'JANSI 60 compllan1)1? 

iPfatr;: Far l:!fonnadoo ~ns NSFIA.~SI 00 plrmr 'lo1slt hmpr,'th'di'dll'il Q 1\iomo•lr;d;&;lll;nrr•:US::MJs;I· 
:urdicd:W-ddoklas-wru-wm;:nHtr;:m!,;;:;iJ,hb::iJllbd'lfs:cJ.i 

No 
22. \"1111 dl_e pro,p,osed aal.an lnvof"'e the crerulan of a n_e"' pmm saurce dlschar-gl!' from a 

racUhy other dla:n a water creaanem p!an1 or s.1arm wa,er s.ysiem? 

No 
23. \"1111 m_e actlon indud_e drULLng or blastlng? 

No 
24. WIii die actlon □'-'alive m lllcary traln ng (l!'.g., smoke apl!l"a1.Lons.. ohs.curam oper.ufans, 

exploding munlrloos, ml l11!i1J• fire, ra□gl!' usl!', h_ell_oopcer or Ebl!'d wing aln:rak use)1? 

No 
2S.. \WI m_e pro,pos,ed aal.an l nvoh1e the me of herb cld_es. or rather pesn d dl!'S other than 

hetb dd.es (e.g., hmgfo.ld_es, l:ns.eal.cldl!'S, or rodemlcldes)? 

No 
26. \"1111 dl_e actlon ndud_e or callSe aaivides chat are n~as.onabl}1 cetUln ID cause ch:ronlc OT 

lmens.e nlglmlme noise (above c111n-l!tl1 levels of ambient naLse In the area) a swtabJI!' 

S..lDIIJl]l!!f' habltat for ml!' naah.e:m loog--earl!'d ba1 or rr.lm1o:red ba1 during me ilflt!lve season? 

Chro:nl_c no se Ls noise that Is oamlnuous or acou:rs repeatedl}• again and again for a Long 
dml!'. Sources of chrome or Lniense noise mat could cause adverse effects 10 bats ma,y 
lnd'ooe, but are nai limhi!d ID'. road 11aftJ_c: cral~ a~rcraft: 1.ntt!ts_trlal acclvl1les: gas 
camp~ sm ans: laud mus ~ crowds: rall. and gas e1mac1L-o:n: ,cnns1rucdon: andl mining. 

Jlfoll!! Ad!ldlllliJI lnlo1111xlon .dl'fill!Da r.tilr smnrrn h.JblCiJt for a-nanhml ~ bu and uimlorrd IKII 

it.m bt found tn. ~ A. ol 1hil LISF\\IS" lltinp-"'~ l nd1.- l!.ic ;ind ~ long--mrrd IKII Sw-vf'}' 

Cul.dtl1Zi6 ;i,: bCJ!'S·li'NOtl,(,,,,•5 i:nv•ndliJ'rao:;r-h1¼-lodl;m1.h;,;::.iJod-o:mt,:,m.!•1zH'i'Jffl:l:-11,s111'\'C)­

n 1drt1ars. 

No 

DKt:'.f VelSICln Pl.tili:'11 ~ lilr'.Z9r'2024 Bot l:Z 
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21. Does llhe ac'lion lllclurle, or Is h reasonably cert:illn m caus.e. tbl!' U!ll! ofpennanem or 
1e~lal'Y' anlflclal Uglulng wubin 1000 fee1 of smtab!I!' nonbern long-eared hat or 

u lcol.oTI!d bat roosting babls1? 

.Nnu ·i ,'\&i,doo.il lnfonrudon dcl'tnmg m!l, r lilCllll'IITll'I' h.tbli:.n for.,_ IIDC'lhcm ~;arnd hit ,md 11:imlorrd b..-11 

c bt found In. llffltndb A. ol 11u:l USl-'\\1~ ' !bng,t,-1o1dt- lnd1.ia. e.ic .md l\'anlitrn long.m~ b..-11 Swvl'}' 

Cui.dtll.nK ;n: b r.115 • 'o,'°" lws 11n•i/rn:d I il 1@a11r-1,1dr:::1 ad I MH-ba:Hmd-nwbnn-lror-racn:l:l:m-s11Dlt)-

No 
.28. Wlll me ai:don ndu.de 1ree rutting or other meam or knodlng dm,m or bringing down 

mes, oee, copping, or tree trlmmlng? 

No 
29. WJII me pro,JMl'S,00 acrlon result n 1he use of pres.c:ctbed Ore? 

.Nau -~ If lM pn:'KTlood fn ~--~~ ocher ~aJ .. 1llis imn, iippllc:.alan ,of !fin' (1!.S-, 1ml ICWllnB, (In!- IJ:i,r. 

pt'~lon) NSC considfr lmpiim fmm lh::u- ilalvllla wlm!JI the- pct'\1DUS ~ 1~-c qumlom 111, lh,, Im)•. 
1'hJs -'ti cJ qucflll:im .:mly o:aJdm lnlpilm fmm IIJ.unc ,md IIJIDkr. 

No 
30. Does llhe aal.on are.a lncer.;ea. the-oonbem long-eared bat specles Ust ar&:1? 

,\at:an3la4ly .la'loffffl 
Yes 

3:1! . (Sernamlc] Is lhe acdon area ioca.ced W1thl.n 10.Ei miles of a rulven: 1hat Ls. known co be 
occupied by nonbern long-eared OT uloolored billS? 

,\a~ly .la'lofl'till 
No 

l2. [Sernamlc) Is lhe acdon area ioca.ced W'mthl.n 150 feet of a dorumem:ed nDlillhem Jong--Nred 
hat roost slrte? 

.NDle: 11H- lllJP ~11rdl for this. qlli!Slla::I m m.itns prnplVQI)' Jnfanllii11iaD ,md c.111U1C dtspb n.'d. H you. nttdl 

,ul:dlJ.loiuli nf.am.ntoo.. plr-illir m m.ia )"Ca S.- wlld!Jf.e- il!fflC.Y· 

.~la41y .la'loffffl 

No 
ll. ls SliJ.JtaMI!' .Slltnmer habital for m.e n.orthem l.o:ng-Nred bat 11re:s.ern w:lililn moo reet of 

prnj,ed. aalvllles? 
H llllSUre, ans,,,.w· "Yes. 

X DIE-~ tt.dd.1too.il lnfonrudon ddtnblg m:11.iilr lilCllll'IITD" h.tbll.:11 for .. IIDC'lhcm la:t,3-1:'Il.'d hit .ind 11:\mJorm b..-JI 

c bt found In~ A ol 11u:l USl-'\\1~' ~1oJdt. lndt.ia. e.ic .md l\'anhtm long.mmli b..-11 Swvl'}' 

Cul.ddu:its. ;n: g ·11J,)Ot.(,,,•5 sav•'rn:dlil•'liDSl'-h1d::-aladt;m;i.bai::i1od-muh:m:l9'1f:l'E:d-Jsu-surw:r-

No 

OKey VclSIOn PlJ:Qsl'l ~ 10/2'!ll2024 9al 12 
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PwofeCI OCKle-: 2025-0015788 IP:iC Record l.oc:llor: !,!,5"152319267 U/07/2024 1A SL~ UTC 

34. Does the aaion area lmer..ea the tricolored ba1 species lls1 area? 
;u,..,m,ulully - ·ff"ftt 

11-s 
35. [Semanlic) Is the aaion area located within 0.25 mlles of a culven ,hai Is known w be 

occupied by nonhern long-eared or u loolored bacs? 

Noc,c: h m,p querkd fflr (his q~ llofl a1n111IM pmprltwy lnf0ffll.ll!Ofl 11nd QMOl bf dlspb)l'd. If you fwd 

11ddlllnM: 1nfom:11111off. pltiM a1n111Ct ) <our S... wUd llf~ .-,cy. 

;\ •n• m,ulully ~ 
No 

36. ls sutrnble summer habitat for the u loolored bat presem wttbl.n 1000 feei of projec1 
acdvitles'? 
(If unsure, answer •"Yes."") 

Noc,c: If ,htff 11~ 1tttS "11tlln dw K lloo 11ft"11,ti. ~ pnwldc pt11tGllil fOOdoU for W-olond b.:1111 (e.g.. c:ltsm ol 
INws In IM! Di die.id dfddlltlldi lftt:li. Sf,lnlstl Jl'IQU ~ U5111K1ldies). c:lu.wn; ol dNd pine lllffllks of 
~ ll~ pw5) - NOY~·- Au 11 compl- dd'Jnll!Ofl of mlablt alll:lill'l'IN" ~ .. fot dlol! o1coklffd ti.. 

p)N~t,,tt Apperdb: A In dlol! ScMm) BllSC·lt1dr lwl1¥Y e:a, awl Cil1brrn loos:tacul f41 Slanx Gnldd!ON 

No 
37. Do you have any documents chat you wam ,o Include with this suhmlssloo? 

No 

DKey YctSIOn ~sh CJMe· U)f29'202A 100112 
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE 

DKey Ycrsaon ~sh DMe U)f29'202A Uoll2 
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PWljecl code: 202S-0015788 IPaC Reoold l.oc:lllor !,5~1523192&7 

IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Agency: 
Name: 
Address: 

Private E.ndry 
Melanie Yasbin 
roo Baldmore Ave 

Addres.s Line 2: Sulle 301 
Ory: Towson 
State: MD 
Zip: 21204 
Emall melanie@lgralllaw.com 
Phone: 4102962250 

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Lead Agency: Surface Transportation Board 

DKey Ycrsaon ~sh DMe U)f29'202A 

UJ07/202A 1A;5L50 UTC 

Uoll2 
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Enclosures (3) 

500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

National Geodetic Survey 

RRAE@noaa.gov 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

 Please advise if there are any geodetic markers which could be affected by the proposed 

transaction.  Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or 

through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Hardee 

mailto:RRAE@noaa.gov
mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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Enclosures (3) 
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Enclosures (3) 

500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

New England District 

696 Virginia Road 

Concord, MA  01742 

cenae-pa@usace.army.mil 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(e)(9) 

(ii) require that CSXT develop responses to the following statement: 

 

 “Based on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits 

under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the proposed 

action and whether any designated wetlands or 100 year flood plains will be affected.  

Describe the effects.” 

 

 Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its 

position that there would be no adverse impact on wetlands or 100-year flood plains, and that no 

permits under Section 404 will be required.   

 

mailto:cenae-pa@usace.army.mil
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 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS).  

 

 Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 

 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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Enclosures (3) 

500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

Kevin Hardee

Joint Facilities 

November 12, 2024 

Mr. William Francis Galvin 

Chair Massachusetts Historical Commission 

220 Marrissey Blvd. 

Boston, MA  02125 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

Dear Chairman Galviin: 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

In connection with rail line that is the subject of an application for authority to abandon, 

Federal Regulations at 49 CFR 1105.8(d), require that a Historic Report be submitted to the State 

Historic Preservation Officer prior to filing with the Surface Transportation Board.  In 

accordance with those Regulations, I am attaching a preliminary Combined Environmental and 

Historic Report (“CEHR”) covering the above-proposed abandonment. 

We would appreciate receiving a letter from your office confirming that this project will 

have no impact upon cultural resources.  Any questions can be sent electronically to 

Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

[ " 0~ ,,r 
•• •• 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the CEHR for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free 

to call or email me.  

Sincerely, 

Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

National Park Service 

Region 1 Office 

1234 Market Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19107 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

  This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) require 

that advance notice be given to afford your agency a reasonable opportunity to provide meaningful 

input. 

 

 CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

[.o~ ,s r 
•• •• 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com


69 

Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

Sincerely, 

Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 

. 
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500 Water Street, J801 

500 Water Street, J801 

Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Phone (904) 366-4457 

Email: Kevin_Hardee@csx.com 

 

 
Kevin Hardee 
Joint Facilities 

 

 

November 12, 2024 

 

Dan Wright 

State Conservationist 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

451 West St 

Amherst, MA  01002-2934 

Daniel.wright@usda.gov 

 

 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 817X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Norfolk County, MA 

 

Dear Mr. Wright: 

 

CSX Transportation, Inc., (“CSXT”) proposes to abandon an approximately 12.09-mile rail 

line that runs between milepost QVF 18.01 and milepost QVF 20.1, on its Northern Region, 

Franklin Subdivision in Norfolk County, MA (the “Line”). The Line runs through the U.S. Postal 

Zip Code 02038.  

 

 Upon receipt of abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation Board (the 

“Board”), CSXT will consummate the abandonment and abandon the Line.   

 

 This action requires Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(3) (ii) 

require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement: 

 

“Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed 

action on any prime agricultural land.” 

 

Please advise if any of the land contiguous to CSXT’s line in the project area is classified as prime 

agriculture land. 

 

[ "
0
~ .. r •• •• 

mailto:Daniel.wright@usda.gov
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CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in 

relationship to the Line. Any questions can be sent electronically to Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Enclosed are a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action, a 

map of the proposed location and the preliminary Combined Environmental and Historical Report 

for the line. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me.  

Sincerely, 

Kevin Hardee 

Enclosures (3) 

mailto:Kevin_Hardee@CSX.com
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EXHIBIT 3 – USGS MAPS 
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