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These comments, protests, requests for conditions and arguments in opposition to the 
above-referenced "Application" are submitted on behalf of the Village of Voorheesville, New 
York (the "Village") in connection with the proposed acquisition of Pan-Am Systems, Inc. by CSX 
Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc. (collectively "CSX"). For the reasons set forth below, 
we urge you to reject the proposed transaction as currently formulated; or, if the transaction is 
approved, to impose appropriate conditions that address the concerns expressed herein, and the 
significant impact this potential transaction will have on our community. 

Located in Albany County, New York, where the Applicants apparently propose to 
construct a new "level junction" connection between an existing CSX rail line and an unused 
Norfolk Southern Corporation rail line (see enclosed overlays), the Village will be significantly 
impacted by the proposed transaction. Of particular concern to the Village is that aspect of the 
transaction that calls for the construction of the new rail connection; and the use of that connection 
to allow 1.7 mile-long, double stacked specialty trains to pass through the community. 

For nearly a decade, both the County of Albany and the Village have been advancing a 
safety improvements project for two existing at-grade road crossings over the CSX line. 
Specifically, the parties have been working to implement a "Quiet Zone" in the Village-with 4-
quadrant gate systems at both the Voorheesville Avenue and Main Street CSX crossings. This 
Quiet Zone is specifically called for in the Village's 2018 Comprehensive Plm,1. And the 
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improvements are expected to result in both enhanced quality of life for Village residents; and 
safer crossings for vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle traffic. 

Unfortunately, the new CSX/ Norfolk Southern level junction that is proposed with this 
Application would directly impact the configuration of, and improvements required for, the Quiet 
Zone project. Specifically, the rail connection would require a more complex and extensive gate 
system at the Main Street crossing-where an additional rail line would now cross the roadway. 
In addition, because the connection between the CSX line and the unused Norfolk Southern line 
would allow for "through" traffic to resume, it would necessitate an additional gate system at the 
Norfolk Southern/ School Road crossing to the northwest. 

All of the changes necessitated by the new level junction would require substantially 
greater funding than is currently available-and significantly delay the current project. 

Further exacerbating the negative safety implications of the proposed junction between the 
CSX I Norfolk Southern rail lines is the intended use of that connection to allow 1.7 mile-long, 
double-stacked specialty trains to travel through the Village. It is our understanding that those 
trains would be proposed to merge from the Norfolk Southern line to the CSX line between the at­
grade crossings at Voorheesville A venue and Main Street. And that because of the track 
connection and transition; as well as the increased risks of derailments associated with level 
junctions, generally, the trains would likely be traveling at a slower rate speed through the Village. 

The proposed connection and additional high intensity traffic, if approved, appear highly 
likely to result in a total of three at-grade crossings in the Village being closed at the same time­
on a regular basis. Such closings would clearly result in additional traffic backups at intersections. 
They would also cut off a substantial portion of the Community from public safety services, all 
located on the opposite side of the tracks and hinder timely emergency vehicle access. (Residents 
and traffic on Foundry Road would seemingly be completely trapped.) This is an obvious safety 
problem for our residents. As are uncertainties about what potentially hazardous or dangerous 
materials-in addition to the automobiles we already have heard about-would be transported via 
the new specialty trains ( or even stored on the Norfolk Southern line). 

Finally, the Village notes that it has been notified by multiple residents over the years of 
falling debris and rocks from the existing CSX railroad overpass at Maple A venue (New York 
State Route 85A)-including recently. The deteriorating condition of this existing overpass is also 
a major safety concern for the community. And we believe that the condition of this structure 
(including the clearly deteriorating concrete) would only be worsened by the addition of new, 
double-stacked trains passing through the Village. 

The Village respectfully urges that the Application as it is currently constituted be rejected 
in its entirety-because the significant, negative impacts on the Village that are likely to occur are 
not justified by the Applicants' commercial interests. And to the extent any version of the 
Application (that provides for the new level junction connection and increased traffic) is approved 
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in the future, the Village respectfully requests that appropriate conditions be imposed such that the 
Village's significant public safety and quality of life concerns for its residents be addressed-at 
the Applicants' expense. 

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. If there is any additional material 
or information we can provide to you regarding our concerns, please just let us know. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RCR/aa 
Encs. Overlays 
cc: Richard Straut, Mayor, Village of Voorheesville, New York 

Board of Trustees, Village of Voorheesville, New York 
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The proposed project by CSX and PanAm will: 
- Greatly increase response times for safety vehi­
cles on the north and east side of NS and CSX 
tracks. 
- Trap residents/ vehicles on Foundry Road as 
trains pass. 
- Increase complex ity and cost of implementation 
of Quiet Zone safety improvements project cur­
rently under design. 
- Exacerbate safety concerns and deterioration of 
the Rail overpass at NYS Rt. 85-A . 
- Adversely impact the health and well being of Vil­
lage of Voorheesville residents, and lower their 
property values. 
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Hon. Diana Dizoglio 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 
 
Hon. Adam Hinds 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 
 
Hon Seth Moulton 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 
 
Hon. Susan M. Collins 
Michael_Ciamarra@appro.senate.gov 
 
Hon. Edward J. Markey 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 
 
Allison B. Greenstein 
allison.b.greenstein@doj.nh.gov 
 
Nathan Moulton 
nathan.moulton@maine.gov 
 
Mark S. Landman 
mlandman@lcbf.com 
 
David Yeager 
aimee.depew@thompsonhine.com 
 
Hon. Ayanna Pressley 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 
 
Janet H. Gilbert 
jgilbert@fletcher-sippel.com 
 

Mark H. Sidman 
msidman@anacostia.com 
 
Bennet Conard 
bconard@vonbriesen.com 
 
Jenny E. Ronis 
jenny.ronis@vermont.gov 
 
Eric M. Hocky 
ehocky@clarkhill.com 
 
Robert A. Wimbish 
rwimbish@fletcher-sippel.com 
 
Leonard M. Singer 
leonardmsinger@gmail.com 
 
Louis M. Taverna 
Mwra.ab@mwraadvisoryboard.com 
 
Jeffrey A. Bartos 
jbartos@geclaw.com 
 
Hon. William R. Keating 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 
 
Benton Walker 
benton.walker@jbhunt.com 
 
Hon. Tricia Farley-Bouvier 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 
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Kathleen A. Larson 
larsontrk@comcast.net 

Anthony J. LaRocca 
alarocca@steptoe.com 
smordi@Steptoe.com 

Joshua D. McInerney 
jmcinerney@barkanmeizlish.com 

William Mullins 
wmullins@bakerandmiller.com 

Hon. Lindsay Sabadosa 
Lindsay.Sabadosa@mahouse.gov 

Gerry Eves 
info@wscac.org 

Erika A. Diehl-Gibbons 
ediehl@smart-union.org 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
cspitulnik@kaplankirsch.com 

Lucas R. Aubrey 
aubrey@shermandunn.com 

Christopher T. Sununu 
governorsununu@nh.gov 

Hon. Elizabeth Warren 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 

Hon. Bruce E. Tarr 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 

Hon. Natalie Blais 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

Hon. Lori Trahan 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 

Hon. Barry R. Finegold 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 

William W. Gay 
WGay@arrowheadlandfill.com 

Hon. Brian Ashe 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

Daniel M. Bigda 
dan@m4cg.com 

Christopher S. Perry 
christopher.perry@dot.gov 

Richard S. Edelman 
redelman@mooneygreen.com 

Robert B. Culliford 
rculliford@panamrailways.com 

Hon. Patrick Leahy 
Chris_Saunders@leahy.senate.gov 

Hon. Linda Dean Campbell 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 

Hon. Marcos A. Devers 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 

Hon. Frank A. Moran 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 

Hon. Katherine M. Clark 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 

Patricia Quinn 
patricia@nnepra.com 

Hon. Tram T. Nguyen 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 

Hon. Stephen F. Lynch 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 

Hon. Bernard Sanders 
Chris_Saunders@leahy.senate.gov 
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Hon. Eric Lesser 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

Russell Barber 
Rustyrailsis@Gmail.com 

Kevin C. Brodar 
brodar@atda.org 

Dennis W. Townley 
dwtownley@daypitney.com 

Hon. Mindy Domb 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

Hon. John Barrett, III 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

Hon. Jake Auchincloss 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 

Hon. Jo Comerford 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

David J. DiCenso 
david.j.dicenso.civ@mail.mil 

Antonia Bird 
abird@geclaw.com 

Jay Minkarah 
jaym@nashuarpc.org 

Frederick Laskey 
fred.laskey@mwra.com 

Hon. James P. McGovern 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 

Hon. Andres X. Vargas 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 

Edward J. Rodriguez 
e.rodriguez@hrrc.com

Hon. Richard E. Neal 
William.Powers@mail.house.gov 

Hon. Patricia Duff 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

Hon. Peter Welch 
Chris_Saunders@leahy.senate.gov 

Hon. Paul Mark 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

Erika A. Diehl-Gibbons 
ediehl@smart-union.org 

Hon. Anne Gobi 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

Hon. Christina A. Minicucci 
barry.finegold@masenate.gov 

Peter W. Denton, Esq. 
pdenton@steptoe.com 

David L. Meyer, Esq. 
David@MeyerLawDC.com 

Jeffrey J. Ellis, Esq. 
Jeff_Ellis@cpr.ca 
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Doug Pajak 
TurfCare Supply Corp. 
50 Pearl Road, Suite 200 
Brunswick, OH  44212 
 
Ronald Turmel 
Smaller Manufacturers Assoc., of CT 
P.O. Box 2025 
Waterbury, CT 06722 
 
Ciment Quebeck, Inc. 
145 du Centenaire Blvd. 
Saint – Basile, Quebec GOA 3G0 
Canada 
 
Scot E. Gurney 
Plasmine Technology, Inc. 
251 Newport Parkway 
Bay Minette, AL  36507 
 
John G. MacLellan, III 
J.G. MacLellan Concrete, et. al. 
180 Phoenix Avenue 
Lowell, MA  01852-4931 
 
Matthew Leech 
DP World Americas 
5605 Camegie Blvd., Suite 200 
Charlotte, NC  28209 
 
 
 
 

 
Brian Law 
Law Family Companies 
9 Daniel Webster Hwy, Ste 110 
Merrimack, NH 03054-4858 
 
Dana Hunt 
Interoceanic Corporation 
7 Renaissance Sq., 7th Fl. 
White Plains, NY 10601 
 
Fred Bush 
Greif, Inc. 
861 Fibre Plant Road 
Riverville, VA 24553 
 
Robert Sachs 
Frost Bridge Associates, LLC 
753 Frost Bridge Road 
Watertown, CT 06795 
 
Sergio Sabatini 
OmniTRAX, Inc. 
252 Clayton Street, 4th Fl. 
Denver, CO 80206 
 
Lee Goodwin 
Boise Cascade Building Materials 
Distribution, LLC 
1111 W. Jefferson St., Suite 300 
Boise, ID 83702 
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Dan Kane 
BB&S Treated Lumber 
61 Bonneau Road 
P.O. Box 982 
North Kingston, RI 02852 
 
Timothy P. Murray 
Worcester Regional Chamber  
of Commerce 
311 Main Street, Ste. 200 
Worcester, MA 01608 
 
Lynn G. Ward 
Waterbury Regional Chamber 
83 Bank Street 
P.O. Box 1469 
Waterbury, CT 06721 
 
Attorney General of the United States 
C/O Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Anti-Trust Division, Room 3209 
Washington, DC 20530 
 
Andre Beaulieu 
J.D. Irving, Limited 
300 Union Street 
Saint John, NB 
E2L 4M3 Canada 
 
Eyal Shapira 
Rail Enterprise Group 
One Gateway Center, Ste. 501B 
Newton, MA 02458 
 
W. Spencer Cushman 
H&T Waterbury, Inc. 
984 Waterville Street 
P.O. Box 4700 
Waterbury, CT 06704-0700 
 
John Chen 
Interplast Group Corporation 
9 Peach Tree Hill Road 
Livingston, NJ 07039 
 

James M. Day 
Blackline Midstream, LLC 
10200 Grogans Mill Road, Ste. 510 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
 
Christian L. DiPentima 
Connecticut Business & Industry Assoc. 
350 Church Street 
Hartford, CT 06203 
 
Hon. Neil M. O’Leary 
235 Grand Street 
Waterbury, CT 06702 
 
Secretary for U.S. Dept. of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Mark Mosher 
Pulp & Paper Division of J.D. Irving, Limited 
300 Union Street 
Saint John, NB 
E2l 5B6 Canada 
 
Bruce Ridley 
Packaging Corporation of America 
1 N. Field Court 
Lake Forest, IL  60045 
 
 




