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The proposed CN acquisition of the EJ&E causes me great concern as a Barrington resident. I would like to add my voice as strongly opposed to this transaction and the proposed increase in freight traffic along the EJ&E.  The effects would be severe to Barrington and the surrounding communities, including:

· Decreased access to Good Shepherd hospital - the Good Shepherd hospital serves Barrington, Lake Zurich, Deer Park, Kildeer and the surrounding communities.  In emergency situations, the time it takes to get to a hospital ER is critical in patient outcomes. I have no doubt that if the transaction were to go ahead as proposed by CN, emergency response times would increase from locations east of the hospital and would directly result in increased deaths in emergency situations.
· School crossings - the Barrington community straddles the EJ&E. As an example, the high school west of the EJ&E and a majority of residents living east of the EJ&E. It has been estimated that Barrington school buses cross the EJ&E 400 to 700 times a day.  CN has indicated that the number of freight trains would increase to at least 20 a day, or approximately one per hour on average.  Simply put, day-to-day life for our families would change dramatically.

· Peak hour travel - due to growth in the surrounding communities and constraints on the road network, Barrington is already a bottleneck for commuters.  While freight traffic on the EJ&E during rush hours is not a daily occurrence, it does occasionally occur and when it does the resulting backups on Northwest Hwy (Hwy 14) and Route 59 can be 1/2 mile long and take 10 minutes to clear. The CN is proposing much longer trains and  greater frequency.  I can only imagine at the gridlock that would result on our roads as a result, with the resulting impact to commuters, children, and emergency and first responders.

· Conflict with Metra - the EJ&E crosses the Union Pacific NW tracks just west of Route 59 and the Metra station.  I have first hand seen what happens when a freight train on the EJ&E breaks down crossing the Metra tracks - it severely affects every commuter on the Metra Northwest line. With longer trains and increased frequency, this inevitably will be another unwelcome by-product of CN's acquisition of the EJ&E.

The economic benefits touted by CN for this acquisition are fleeting and would accrue, primarily, to CN shareholders. Any economic benefit to society would be incremental - a fractional reduction in the transportation costs of some goods. Is this worth the severe costs to all the communities on the EJ&E?  Further, any reduction in the congestion along existing freight lines would be temporary.  As CN shifts traffic to the EJ&E, the freed up capacity on existing lines would be replaced by other freight traffic.
The list of unwelcome and potentially dangerous outcomes from this transaction are numerous - increased noise and air pollution, lowered property values, and higher response times for first responders. The EJ&E is not a rural line - it cuts through the heart of Barrington and many other communities.  In summary, the communities along the EJ&E have grown-up and developed with an expectation of certain traffic levels. The proposed CN acquisition would devastate all the communities on the EJ&E.
Kind regards,

Hashim Rizvi

