RE: Docket No. 35087

Comments regarding the environmental impact of the proposed CN acquisition of the EJ&E company.

Our residence is located approximately 300 yards from the EJ&E tracks in Deer Park, IL.  I am gravely concerned with the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E by the CN and their announced plans to greatly increase train traffic on this line.

My major points of concern which I hope you will address in a comprehensive environmental impact study are:

1. An unmanageable increase in the amount of traffic congestion in the area due to the increase in blockage at grade crossings.  The area already has insufficient roads to handle the amount of traffic forced onto secondary roads due to the lack of major highways.  The current level of train traffic on the EJ&E line frequently causes backups and delays. 
These delays lead motorists to find alternative routes, often detouring through residential side streets at high speeds causing safety issues with children, pets, etc.  No child should be killed or injured for the sake of moving freight more efficiently through the Chicago area.  Additionally, the amount of fuel wasted by motorists idling while waiting for trains will not be insignificant.
2. A possible increase in the emergency response times due to trains blocking grade crossings.  We have ONE local hospital (Good Shepherd in Barrington).  To reach Good Shepherd, emergency vehicles on the east side of the EJ&E tracks will only be able to cross at Rand Road or the Rt 22 bypass in Lake Zurich.   Fire trucks for our area are housed on the east side of the tracks.  Long trains blocking crossings could result in no fire truck reaching our house in time or ambulances and paramedics not being to either reach victims or the hospital without delays.
3. A huge increase in the possible danger and delay for school buses.  School busses cross the EJ&E tracks in very large numbers every school day for districts from Barrington and Lake Zurich in our area.  The odds of accidents will increase.  The delays will foul up school starting times.
4. Property values negatively affected.  A large increase in train volume on this line will severely and negatively impact our property values due to noise and the affect on traffic congestion and public safety.
5. There is no federal law that limits the time that trains may block crossings.  Reference a recent Illinois Supreme Court ruling that struck down a Mundelein, IL ordinance that prohibited trains from blocking grade crossings for more than ten minutes. The Wisconsin Central had blocked a crossing in Mundelein for over 2.5 hours leading to a $14,000 fine.  This was set aside by the Court citing the lack of federal law.  Conceivably, the CN could block multiple crossings for lengthy periods of time with absolutely no recourse by local governments or law enforcement.
Freight train traffic should NOT be routed through the heart of Chicago but moving the problem to the EJ&E tracks just moves the problems (and increases them) to communities along the EJ&E line instead.  This is not a solution!

This traffic belongs out of major metropolitan areas in much less densely populated areas.  I know this cuts into corporate profits but I would not be allowed to run my own business in a manner that would so greatly jeopardize public safety and the quality of life for so many residents.  Large corporations should not be allowed to either.
Thank you for your serious consideration of this matter.  I hope you will not allow the quality of life and needs of so many will not be sacrificed for a few corporate shareholders.
Sincerely,

Robert Lancelot

22116 Old Farm Road

Deer Park, IL  60010

