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ABANDONMENT TYPE
() Notice of Exemption (X) Petition for Exemption ( ) Regulated Abandonment

The decision in this proceeding, served April 4, 2008, imposed a condition requiring Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc. (MMRR) to retain its interest in and take no steps to alter the historic
integrity of all historic properties including sites, buildings, structures, and objects within the
project right-of-way (the Area of Potential Effect) that are eligible for listing or listed in the
National Register of Historic Places until the Section 106 process of the National Historic
Preservation Act, 16. U.S.C. 470f (NHPA), has been completed.

The attached correspondence dated October 27, 2008, from the Michigan Department of
History, Arts and Libraries (State Historic Preservation Office or SHPO) indicates that the
Michigan SHPO has determined that the abandonment would not result in adverse effects on
historic properties including the Grand River Railroad Bridge. We concur with the Michigan
SHPQO’s determination that the abandonment would not affect historic properties. The
documentation for this finding, as specified at 36 CFR 800.11(d), consists of the railroad’s
historic report, all relevant correspondence, and the EA, which have been made available to the
public through posting on the Board’s website. SEA therefore recommends that the Section 106
condition imposed by the Board in this proceeding be removed at this time.
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Dear Mr. Naveéky‘

*

Under the authorlty of Section:106 of the Nat;ona] H,Istonc Preservatmn Act of 1966 as amcnded we . .
-have:reviewed the above-gited und@nakmg atthe locationnoted above, ‘We rmtzally réviewesd: th;s pmjccty S
.and responded on December.]; 2003 with an opinion that the pmject would have dn adverse ej_‘fect onthe: = .

_.Grand River Railroad Bridge, which appears to meet thie criteria:for listing in the Nationul Reglster of '

. Historic Places. More specifically, the abandonment of the rail Jine would result in the physical

" deterlorahon of the. bndgc due to neglect; as well as the transfer lease, or salc of the bridge out of federal ‘
coutlol w1thout adequate legally-enforceable condltlons to; eusule its. long-tcrm preservatlon .

_fIn mspcmm ta onr determmat: Oty W }mw, mww&i fo Iaw~up;ccrrewpondmcvz Ifmm youss well

. MMRRh it with ihé Friends of the Fred Meijer Trail (I;he “Fnends”), whcrcby A
. the “Triep vill purchase Ih(, rail lmc with a qultclmm deed for the property that w11I mclude a covcnant_
~st1pulatmg that that the bndge wﬂl remain m place . : ’

3

7 ‘Baged on this. additional mformatmn, itis the' npzmon oI‘ the: QIate Hagtoric P Lcsnr\r'tiaon Off’ icer (SH.PO)
* that the ¢ffects of the proposcd undmakmg do 110t meet thé criteria of adverse cffect
[36 CER § 800.5(a)(1)]. Thérefore, the project will have no adverse effeet [36 CFR § 800. 5(b)] on the
"+ Grand River Railroad Bndz.,e which appezu s to meet the cnterxa for: l1stmg in tlu, National Reglster of
Historic Places. = - C ( L ) _ .
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orgamzatwns that mlght attach rehglous and cultuml significance to hlStOI‘lC propcmes in the area of -
‘potentlal effects and invite them to be consultmg part1es per36 CER § 600 2(c) :

' “This letter. cv1dences the STB's compliance wrth 36 CFR § 800 4 “Idcntlﬁcatlon of historic propcrlles
“._and 36 CER § 800.5 “Assessment of adverse-effeets”, and the fulﬁllment of the STB’s responsibility to
.notify the SHPO, as a consulung party in the Scctlon 106 process, under 36 CFR § 800. S(c) "(,onsultmg
party review”. o _ )

. ’I'he State Historic Preservation Office is not the office of record for, thIS undertakmg You arc theruforc o
asked to maintain a copy of this letter w1th your environmental review record for this undcrtakmg If the:
scope of work. changcs n any way; or if amfacts or bones are dlscovered pleasc nohfy this-office
Immednately . : - .

If you have any questlons please contact Martha MacFarIane Faes, Environinental Review Coordinator,

at (317) 335- 2721 ‘or by email at ER@uuch]gan gov.- Please reference our project number in all
' cmmuunitatmn witl: this office regarding this uudertakmg Thank you for lhls opportumty to review:

i mt, and' foryom cooperation. - ) . , o

Brian Conwav .
State Hlstonc Pleservatl ol Officer
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