ROBERT J. KELEHER

1304 LAKE SHORE DRIVE NORTH

BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS  60010

August 27, 2008

U.S. Department of Transportation

Surface Transportation Board

Washington, D.C.

Reference:
Environmental Impact Statement of the Canadian National Rail Company Acquisition of Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway (EJ&E)

Dear Madam/Sir:


I am a resident of Barrington, Illinois, and owner of a business in Barrington, The UPS Store at 117 South Cook Street. I would like to comment on the proposed acquisition referenced above.  Barrington is in a unique position among the cities, towns, and villages impacted by the proposed acquisition because it has only two roadways that cross the EJ&E tracks, Northwest Highway (US Route 14) and Main Street (Lake Cook Road).  Those familiar with our area know that from between 1630 hours until 1830 hours on weekdays, westbound traffic on these two roads is highly congested.  Traffic on Main Street (Lake Cook Road) is often backed up beyond Ela Road, a distance of over a mile from the village center.  My store is within a block of the Barrington train station.  Commuter trains generally travel on an hourly schedule during the off-peak commute hours.  When the schedule increases in the late afternoon, vehicular traffic slows drastically on Main Street and Northwest Highway.  While I live less than two miles from my store, it can take thirty minutes or longer to travel from my home to the store at this time.  My store realizes a significant drop in customers during this period due to the congestion.  This condition will only be exacerbated with the proposed acquisition and increase in freight traffic on the EJ&E.  My store shares its three-mile demographics with three other UPS Stores (Fox River Grove, Lake Zurich, and Deer Park) as well as with a few other competitors.  The proposed acquisition and increase in rail traffic will drive many of my customers to other locations that are not impacted by traffic conditions.  As a businessman and member of the Barrington Chamber of Commerce, I am against this acquisition unless there is a solution to the traffic conditions that this acquisition will intensify, such as an overpass or underpass.


As a resident of Barrington, I am also against the proposed acquisition.  The closest hospital/emergency room in the area is Good Shepherd, located on Illinois Route 22 near Kelsey Road.  A freight train a mile and a half in length will cut off the two crossings in town, mentioned above, as well as the crossing at Ela Road in Lake Zurich.  There are no other crossing, no alternate routes for police, fire, or medical personnel.  What are the economic benefits of the proposed acquisition if even one life is compromised?  Barrington needs a solution.  The Canadian National Rail Company is going to receive substantial economic benefit from the acquisition.  It should pay for the solution to the problem it is creating.


Sincerely,

Robert J. Keleher

