
November 23, 2021 

VIA E-FILING 

Danielle Gosselin 
Acting Director, Office of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 498X), BNSF Railway Company— 
Abandonment Exemption—In Pawnee County, Oklahoma 

Dear Ms. Gosselin,  

By a decision served in this proceeding on April 25, 2019, the Surface Transportation 
Board (“Board”) authorized the abandonment of the subject rail line, effective May 25, 2019. In 
a decision served on May 24, 2019, the Board reopened this proceeding and imposed three 
environmental conditions related to salvage activities. The second condition requires BNSF 
Railway Company (“BNSF”), prior to commencement of any salvage activities, to consult with 
the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ”) “to ensure that DEQ’s Tier 2a 
screening level requirements for the petroleum hydrocarbon contamination in the area of the 
proposed abandonment have been adequately addressed and submit the results of these 
consultations in writing to [the Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis].” Slip op. at 2. By a 
decision served on April 1, 2021, the Board granted BNSF’s request that the Board grant an 
extension of the consummation deadline in this proceeding to April 25, 2022. 

As reflected in the attached Notice of Remediation and Land Use Restrictions, BNSF has 
consulted with DEQ to ensure that DEQ’s Tier 2a screening level requirements for the petroleum 
hydrocarbon contamination in the area of the proposed abandonment have been adequately 
addressed. 

Please contact me with any questions. 

Peter W. Denton 
202 429 6445 
pdenton@steptoe.com 
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Washington, DC 20036-1795 
202 429 3000 main 
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 Sincerely, 

 

 Peter W. Denton 
 Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 












