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| am pleased to write in support of the propesal by Canadian National Railway Company (CN) 1o
acquite conmtrol over (he' ET&F West Company | believe this purchase will result i mproved treight il
serviee throughout the Chicago region and will diamatiéally reduce uawmn tratfic through the distriet [
represent i the north and northwest subuibs of Chicago.

In my 1ole as Chair of the Hhnos House Rail Committee. [ have heard time and time again about
the ranl congestion problems plaguing the Chicago region  Fhis congestion results i delay s and other
issues throughout the natonal razl system  [TCN were o move much of its trafTic to the LI&T Tine, thus
avarding hav mg to travel through the heart ot the ¢ hicago ranl network, 1t could relieve some ol the
pressure on already overloaded lacilities  LThis would also free up capacity for other carriers and reduce
cnelgy collsumption :

I am particulaily pleased to learn that there could be i substantial reduction ol tram waftic over
the CN line through my district from the current level of about 19 tramns per day 10 2 trans per day This
will create excess capacity on the Iine thereby enhancimg the prospect for more lrequent comimuter trams
Moreover. the transaction will reduce environmental impacts within my district. m&.ludmb 41’ emiss1ons.
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| tecognize that as i tratfic moves ofT of downtown Chicago rail lines. some communmities
along ihe L1&1 iglit-ofiway will experience tram traffic increases | understand that the STB will be
preparig an Lovironmental Impact Statement that will assess the inpacts ot this incteased traflic  [he
STB can unpose conditions, tf appropridte. Yo mingte those impadcts. T have been told by CN that it 1s
reachimg out to those communities 10 identify ‘these 1vsués. and lo dssist ihese comimunites m addressing
them as appropnate
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However, these localized impacts. sn my judgment. do not omtweigh the signilicant overall
cnvironmental benefits of this transaction on the 1egion. or the transportation benefits of the transaction
for shippers in lhimois and around the country [ urge the Board to complete its environmental review
process expeditionsly, and w approve this tiansaction so that the residents of the 57th District and
slippers from around the state and nation can enyoy the benefits it will bring

Please enter these comments into the record of this dochet
Sincefely.
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