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December 4.2007

The Honorable Vcrnon A Williams
Scctelary
Surl.ice Iratisponaiion Board
3l>5 II Street. SW
\\nshmgton.LK. 20123
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' ' :• 'TrL'w'coHi^WVSl'
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I am pleased to write in support ol the proposal by Canadian National Railway Company (CN) to
au|uue control ovei the'EI&l-1 West Company 1 believe this purchase will result m unproved Ircighi r:ul
seiviee ihroughout the Chicago region and will dramatically reduce uam'traUlc through the district I '
represent in the north und no it hue si sub'uibs ol'Chieago.

In in\ lole as (_ hair of the Illinois Mouse Rail (" oiiimillcc. I have heard time and time ag:un about
the Mil (.ongeslion pioblenis plaguing the Chicago region I hib congestion results in delaxs and oilier
issues throughout the national tail sWem I fLN were to mo\c much of its Irai'lk to the Ll&l line, thus
avoiding ha\ ing to lra\el ihiouuh the heart ol the ( hicago rail neu\ork. it could relie\e some ol the
pressure on a I reads overloaded facilities I hi* uould also free up capacity for other carriers and reduce
cneigy consumption

I am partitulaily pleased to le.un that there could be :i substantial reduction ol tram iral'tic ovei
the CN line llirough my district from the current level of about l() trams per day to 2 trains pei Jay This
will create excess capacity on the line thereby enhancing the prospect lot more Irequent commuter trams
Moreover, ihe tiansaclion will reduce environmental impacts within my district, including air'emissions,
noise'and grade eiossmg delays • ' • ' • ' • •• . •" • • •• i1 • • • . « ' ' '- - • ;• '-•

I lecogni/e tli.it .is iiam trait! L moves off of downtown Chicago rail lines, some communities
along the UI&I iigh't-or-wa> wil l experience train traffic increases 1 understand that the Sl'13 v \ i l l be
preparing an Lnv iron mental Impact Statement that will assess the impacts of this me teased traffic I he
STB can impose conditions, it appropriate. Vo'mitifr'rrtc' thos'e impacts", t have been told by CN that it is
reaching out to those communities to identify 'these issues, and'lo assist these communities m addressing
them as appropriate



Honorable Vernnn A Williams
December 4. 2007
I'age 2

I lowcvcr. these localized impact*;, in my judgment, do not outweigh the .significant overall
environmental benefit*; of this transaction on the icgion. or the transportation benefit*; of 1hc transaction
for shippers in Illinois and around the country I urge the Board to complete its environmental review
process expeditions!}', and to approve this nansaciion so that the residents of the 57th District and
shippers From around the tlalc and nation can enjoy the benefits it uill bring

Please enter these comments into the record of this docket

nij me Nckrilz. State Representative
Illinois Mouse of Representatives


