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February 6, 2008

Phillis Johnson-Baj]
Environmental F iling
STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Phillis,

My name is John Whitmer and [ am 5 Trustee for the Bartlett Fire Protection
District. We did meet briefly at a meeting in West Chicago, Illinois.

I would like to comment on the situation that we are facing here in Bartlett! As you know
the Fire District did bass a resolution against the purchase of the EJ&E Railroad by the
Canadian National.

We are in the process of building a third station less than a Quarter of a mile from a grade
crossing on the EJ&F. The current pbroposal would seriously effect our response times
from this station to the west side of the tracks where more than 5,000 residents reside. We
are being told that the number of trains wij] increase from five per day to twenty-three. |
believe that is a conservative number! | believe that translates nto a 15 percent chance of
a train blocking that crossing!

Statistics show that for every minute that passes in a life threatening emergency 15% of
your chance of surviving is lost! At F OUR MINIUTES BRAIN DAMAGE BEGINS.
Need I say more!

.

FIRE DOUBLES IN SIZE EVERY MINUTE.
Also traffic and industrial accidents]

OUR PRIORITY IS LIFE SAFETY over traffic flow!




I know there will pe major push for an OVErpass or underpass at Stearng Road crossing. A
few facts to be considered, only a few homes west of tracks. Most of land to the west of

REMBER OUR PRIORITY IS LIFE SAFETY!
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